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1 INTRODUCTION

This  document  supports  a  request  to  North  Lanarkshire  Council  by  ILI  Aurelius 
Limited for Screening under the Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact 
Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017, for a data centre campus on land at North 
Lanrigg,  Edinburgh  Road,  Newhouse,  Motherwell  ML1  5SU.  The  proposal  is 
described as Aurelius Data Centre. The Developer intends to submit an Application 
for Planning Permission in Principle for the Development.

The purpose of the proposed Development is to provide a data centre campus where 
digital  information  (data)  is  processed,  stored,  replicated  and  secured.  This  is  a 
feature  of  the  modern  world  which  requires  a  physical  presence  within  the  built 
environment.  The  Development  would  consist  of  a  campus  of  different  data  hall 
buildings, internal access roads, parking, security fencing, ponds, paths, landscaping, 
new woodland, wildflower meadow, and other ancillary development.

The attached plans show the site location and an indicative potential sketch layout.

The site already benefits from an energy storage (BESS) consent under Section 36 of 
the Electricity Act 1989 and Deemed Planning Permission under Section 57 (2) of the 
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 in a decision issued by Scottish 
Ministers in July 2025.  That project was screened as non-EIA development, and all 
the  relevant  statutory  consultees  and  internal  council  consultees  assessed  the 
impacts and recommended that no objection be raised (subject to conditions). The 
environmental  impacts  of  an  industrial  development  at  this  location  are  therefore 
already well known and understood.

The project would be situated within an area larger than 0.5 hectares, being around 
46 hectares, and therefore qualifies as Schedule 2 development under the relevant 
EIA  regulations.  The  Local  Authority  are  to  be  consulted  to  determine  whether 
impacts identified are such that a full EIA assessment is required. An iterative design 
process is underway for the site, which is responding to the specific characteristics of 
the site, expert specialist input and taking account of advice that the Applicant has 
received from the Council and others in relation to development on this site.

This Screening Request  focuses on those topics considered to have the greatest 
potential for significant impacts and so does not cover all  possible impacts at this 
stage. These will be covered in the eventual Planning Application submission, and a 
list of supporting documents is included within this report.

The battery energy storage facility1 mentioned above is situated on largely the same 
footprint as the Aurelius Data Centre, and was screened as non-EIA development. 
That project is now consented demonstrating the acceptability of development on the 
site. The large data centre at Ravenscraig, North Lanarkshire was screened as non-
EIA development2. The data centre at Cato, Fife, significantly larger than Aurelius, 
was recently Screened as non-EIA development3. In each of these cases it was not 
considered  likely  that  the  developments  would  result  in  significant  environmental 
impacts, and none are anticipated as a result of this proposal.

1.1 Site description

The proposed Development site lies in farmland, part of North Lanrigg Farm, around 
2 km north east of the settlement of Newarthill, and 2 km south east of Chapelhall 
and around 6km north east of Motherwell. The proposed campus would be situated 
on an area of land to the west of the farm. 

1 North Lanrigg Energy Storage, Scottish Government reference ECU00004922
2 North Lanarkshire Council reference 25/00556/EIASCR, 03/07/2025
3 Fife Council reference 25/03079/SCR, 01/04/2026
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The  existing  land  use  is  agriculture,  livestock  grazing,  although  the  land  has  an 
industrial  designation  because  of  the  consented  BESS  development,  and  has 
agricultural capability scores of 5.3 and 4.2 and is therefore not prime land.

Newhouse is situated to the north-west  of  the site,  and North and South Lanrigg 
farms to the east and south-east.

There are no national nature conservation designations within 2km of the site. 

The surrounding area is a mix of agriculture, former quarrying, industrial, recycling 
sites, settlements and the M8 motorway transport corridor, with scattered farms and 
dwellings. The site is not designated. 

2 DEVELOPMENT DESCRIPTION

2.1 Introduction

This section describes the proposed Development in terms of its physical elements 
and  in  terms of  the  construction  process,  to  inform consideration  of  its  potential  
environmental impacts. At this stage the design is not finalised and so the approach 
has been followed of  describing  a  reasonable  worst  case in  terms of  impacts  to 
inform consideration of potential effects.

2.2 Site selection

The site  was selected in  a  nationwide site  search process  for  land with  suitable 
characteristics. The proposed Development site is available land zoned for industrial 
development with no conflicting designations.

The location in Scotland gives greater energy efficiency, lower carbon intensity and 
better grid integration that other sites in the UK and elsewhere in the world.

A favourable climate with lower ambient air temperatures than comparable sites in 
the  south  of  England  gives  more  opportunity  for  ‘free  cooling’  and  lower  annual 
energy  demand.  The  UK  electricity  grid  is  undergoing  a  major  overhaul  with 
transmission capacity  being added to connect  new northern wind farms with load 
centres in the south – by providing new load in the north this project will reduce and 
not add to need for more transmission. Once a high-carbon electricity country, the UK 
is well on track to becoming a low-carbon electricity grid and within the UK, Scotland 
is the area having the lowest carbon electricity.

Electricity is the biggest cost for data centres - opportunity exists in future to route 
processing to locations where excess renewable generation exists, reducing costs 
and boosting renewables integration.

In consideration of and consenting of the battery energy storage facility on the site, it 
was determined that the site could accept that facility without undue landscape and 
visual impacts. The data centre proposal is taller and more extensive than that facility 
but  is  situated close to  the corridor  of  the M8 motorway and existing distribution 
centres  and  other  industrial  developments  with  good  setbacks  from  towns  and 
homes. The scale of the landscape, and this site in particular, can accommodate the 
proposals without a significant impact on the surrounding area.

A  suitable  electricity  supply  exists  with  capacity  to  accept  the  facility  and  a  firm 
contract is in place to supply it. Good data connections are also available and the site 
has good road access.
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Further site-specific issues such as flooding and biodiversity have been considered 
and are subject to further specialist study but were considered likely to be acceptable 
in the assessments already undertaken.

2.3 Design

The facility  will  follow sustainable  design  principles  to  give  efficient  and  effective 
operation, aiming to minimise any local impacts through embedded mitigation.

Surrounding the facility, areas of new woodland and flower meadow are proposed to 
provide separation, screening and enhance biodiversity habitat.

The Development will employ embedded mitigation to reduce and mitigate impacts 
via  careful  consideration  of  the  landscaping,  layout,  design,  equipment  selection, 
fencing and planting.

2.4 The Development

The  proposed  Development  is  a  campus-style  data  centre  cluster  comprising  a 
number  of  data  hall  buildings.  Each  building  in  the  campus  houses  a  precision-
engineered environment where data is processed, stored, replicated and secured, in 
servers and computer processors with IT equipment and associated mechanical and 
electrical plant.

The access arrangements are being finalised. Presently, a new access is proposed 
on to the B7066 Glasgow and Edinburgh Road, with a secondary, emergency access 
on to the A73 Carlisle Road. A further access would be taken at the existing field  
entrance off the B7066 Motherwell Road. There would be internal roads within the 
site including security gates and a small amount of staff parking at locations spread 
around the site. The Development will accord with the Council’s road development 
guidelines.

The  facility  will  require  an  on-site  electricity  substation  including  high-voltage 
switchgear.  The site  would  be connected  to  the  nearby  electricity  substations  by 
buried  cables.  As  is  normal  for  critical  infrastructure,  the  site  may  employ 
uninterruptible backup power to ensure a secure and resilient facility.

Site  security  will  include  security  fencing  around  the  facility,  permanently  staffed 
gatehouse, cameras and sensors.

A sustainable drainage system will be employed at the site including new ponds and 
is expected to revegetate and provide new habitat. Internal tanks may be used to 
retain rainwater for reuse. 

Landscaping including new planting is proposed around the Development,  to give 
visual  screening  and  new  habitat  –  to  be  a  mix  of  appropriate  species,  and 
predominantly native broadleaves.

2.5 Embedded mitigation

The scheme will employ embedded mitigation in its design, to reduce and minimise 
effects.  Measures to be included are described in each section below and will include 
the  design  and  placement  of  buildings,  their  colours  and  elevation  treatments, 
bunding and landscaping planting of trees, suitable ponds to retain surface water, the 
design, selection and the placement of ancillary equipment, provision of a safe active 
travel route into the site, consideration of enhanced links to public transport networks 
and provision of electric charge points for staff.

Report ref: REP-J406-1 6



Aurelius

Screening Request

2.6 Example images

Images are included in this section of constructed and proposed data centre facilities. 
These are for a similar purpose and may be helpful by showing some examples of 
such facilities. These are not the formal proposals as the design is still being finalised.

Proposed data centre, Scotland
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Operational data centre – by others

Operational data centre – by others
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Approved data centre, UK – by others

2.7 The construction process

The on-site construction period is estimated to be around 2 - 3 years covering these 
phases:

• Enabling works

o Initial site welfare

o Form main site entrances

o Electrical enabling

o Establish site office, welfare, parking, staging area

• Ground works

o Form platforms

o Construct sustainable drainage scheme

o Foundations

o Trench and lay cables

o Fencing, landscaping, new planting

• Installation

o Construct buildings

o Deliver & install components

• Commissioning

o Checking and setting in operation of electrical, mechanical systems
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o Site reinstatement

• Operation

o Ongoing maintenance of sustainable drainage and landscaping planting

o Further development phases

Excavated material is expected to be reused on the site.

3 VISUAL IMPACT

The site largely occupies former railway and mining sites, is beside the M8 motorway 
transport  and  industrial  corridor,  set  back  from towns  and  away  from landscape 
areas. A consented battery energy storage facility covers a large portion of the site. 

The  project  site  was  selected  for  having  relatively  low  prominence  from  the 
surrounding  area,  and  existing  presence  of  electricity  apparatus  and  structures 
nearby. Landscaping including new planting of trees is to be considered around the 
site to provide visual screening and softening.

Given the natural topography of the site, and the options available for the siting and 
design of the facility, it is considered that the visual impact of the Development would 
not be of such that of a level whereby a full Environmental Impact Assessment is 
needed. A full and detailed Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment will however 
be produced and will  inform consideration of the scheme. The assessment would 
include visualisations from key viewpoints, which have been agreed in advance in 
consultation with North Lanarkshire Council Planning Authority. Scale of development 
is one criteria to be considered when determining if an EIA is required, and although 
large  the  impacts  of  the  Development  on  the  immediate  surroundings  and  wider 
landscape are not expected to be so great that a full EIA is necessary.

4 HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT & ARCHAEOLOGY

Existing  cultural  heritage  records  were  reviewed  including  Pastmap,  Canmore, 
Historic Environment Record, scheduled monuments, and listed buildings.

No listed buildings are recorded on or around the site.

Pastmap records the former Newbridge Station near the A73-B7066 roundabout and 
the adjacent water and sewerage pumping station whose buildings are still present.

The former Linrigg colliery is listed to the south of the site. The colliery buildings were 
demolished and removed. The former mining bing is also mentioned. Former mine 
spoil is present though it has been reworked since the time of the mine, and forms a 
part of the site itself. 

There are no Scheduled Monuments within 2 km.

The site is not considered to give potential for significant impact on cultural heritage 
features. 

5 ECOLOGY, ORNITHOLOGY & CARBON RICH SOILS

There are no national ecological designations on or within 2km of the project site.

The Brownsburn Local Nature Reserve lies around 3.2km north west of the site, north 
of the M8 motorway. There is considered to be no potential  for significant impact 
there. 
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Lady Bell’s Moss Site of Special Scientific Interest designated for its raised bog lies 
around 3.4km north east of the site.

There is no ancient woodland inventory in the vicinity of the site.

A local site, the Brownhill Bog Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC), 
listed for its peatland adjoins the site to the south. The north-most 120 metres of the 
SINC, that part closest to the Aurelius site, is a former railway junction and contains a 
culverted watercourse and access track and based on those factors and appearance, 
was considered unlikely to have significant remaining peatland. The ground surface 
descends from the Aurelius site to the SINC site and then rises again to the SINC 
peatland area and it  was therefore considered that  there is  little  potential  for  the 
project to adversely affect the peatland.

The site contains a few existing trees which generally appear to have grown up at 
boundaries or waste former mining ground. 

There are some existing hedgerows around parts of the site, generally in moderate to 
poor condition. Some hedgerow may require to be removed to develop the site. New 
mixed hedgerows are to be developed and existing hedgerows enhanced to ensure a 
gain in hedgerows and biodiversity across the site.

Areas of new woodland will be established as part of landscaping and biodiversity 
proposals. 

Site soils were analysed and reported for the consented energy storage project. That 
report found carbon-rich soils from former peatland heavily damaged by past mining, 
railway  and  land  drainage,  and  with  no  Class  1  or  2  carbon-rich  soils  present. 
Alongside  a  detailed  Soil  Management  Plan,  peatland  habitats  restoration  was 
proposed off  the Development  site but  nearby within the same farming unit.  This 
same approach is proposed in this case with significant nearby former peatland areas 
to be restored to peatland as a part of the project alongside soil management within 
the site during construction.

The  applicant  will  undertake  a  preliminary  ecological  assessment  to  support  any 
application for consent.

6 NOISE

The  facility  will  generate  some  noise  during  operation,  primarily  associated  with 
cooling units, depending on the technologies used. The facility will  be designed in 
such a way so as to give an acceptable impact at  nearby receptors.  A full  noise 
assessment including environmental noise measurements will be produced as part of 
any  application  for  consent,  following  the  calculations  in  ISO  9613-2:1996  and 
BS4142:2014 and giving further details of the noise sources. Noise limits will be set in 
consultation  with  North  Lanarkshire  Council’s  Environmental  Health  department 
through the Planning Application process and will  likely be covered by conditions 
attached to any consent.

7 ENERGY AND GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

The Development will  deliver a state-of-the-art energy efficient data centre to give 
secure low-carbon digital services that minimise impacts both locally and globally.

The facility will have significantly greater efficiency than existing facilities in Scotland. 
The site  location provides  an inherently  cool  climate  and access to  breeze.  This 
permits a carefully designed and run facility to operate with very high efficiency. 

The Development will utilise off-site low carbon generation via the electricity grid. The 
Applicant has made a binding commitment to the use of low carbon electricity through 
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power purchase agreements (“PPAs”). The Development will adhere to the Climate 
Neutral Data Centre Pact or equivalent to source low carbon energy. The Pact also 
covers  energy  efficiency,  as  well  as  water  efficiency,  and  reuse  and  repair  of 
equipment.

Greenhouse gas emissions due to electricity generation (measured in g/kWh - grams 
of carbon dioxide equivalent per unit of electricity) have fallen significantly in the UK, 
from around 700 g/kWh in 1990 to around 154 g/kWh, with a target of well below 50 
g/kWh by 2030 and zero by 2050. These are countrywide averages for electricity from 
the grid. With agreements in place for only low-carbon power, the carbon emission 
due to electricity use for the facility is close to zero.

The Applicant has identified that the Development could, if desired, incorporate solar 
photovoltaic panels on the rooftops, subject to a detailed final design.  This would be 
fully assessed at the detailed design stage at the Approval of Matters Specified in 
Conditions (“AMSC”) stage.

Following this approach, the Development will not give rise to significant greenhouse 
gas emissions associated with its energy use.

8 TRANSPORT, ROAD SAFETY AND ACCESS

Construction of the site will involve bringing plant and materials into the site, a mixture 
of HGV and light commercial traffic, much like any other development. Construction is 
expected to be phased over 2 -  3 years, with most of  the specialist  ‘digital’  work 
taking place within the buildings themselves during the fit-out phase.

In use, the facility is expected to employ a high-skilled specialist staff of 50 full-time 
equivalent, with permanent staffing including maintenance and security 24/7.

Some abnormal loads are expected to be needed to bring heavy plant and equipment 
to  site.  If  necessary,  swept  path  analysis  would  be  employed  to  ensure  route 
suitability.

A Construction Traffic  Management  Plan will  be produced and implemented,  with 
input and approval from the Council as Road Authority. 

The main entrance is proposed to the B7066 Glasgow and Edinburgh Road to the 
north by a new 7.3m width industrial  standard access road. A further  emergency 
access is  proposed from the  A73 Carlisle  Road.  Finally,  the electrical  compound 
would  be  accessed  at  the  existing  field  access  off  the  B7066  Motherwell  Road, 
upgraded to industrial standard.

The existing core path runs along the B7066 just to the north of the site. A link to that  
path for site staff would be formed as part of the scheme. 

There is no current public access on the land which is fields. No change to existing 
public access is currently proposed.

It  is  considered  that  transport  and  road  safety  issues  are  not  such  as  to  merit 
environmental  impact  assessment  treatment.  Assessment  will  be  made  of  these 
issues to inform any application for consent in any event. 

9 WATER SUPPLIES

The campus will have a water supply including for staff use, in cooling systems and 
for fire mains. The latest energy efficient and water efficient systems will be employed 
including  rainwater  harvesting  and  reuse  for  the  site.  It  has  been  confirmed  by 
Scottish Water that there is existing capacity for this Development with no impact on 
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existing  customers  in  North  Lanarkshire.  A  Water  Impact  Assessment  is  being 
produced for Scottish Water to identify the pipework connection specifications.

It is not considered that the proposed Development would have any impact on private 
water  supplies.  Records  of  private  supplies  around  the  site  will  nevertheless  be 
identified  and  evaluated.  Working  assumptions  at  this  stage  suggest  that  annual 
water use will be equivalent to that of a few hundred homes.

10 FLOOD RISK AND DRAINAGE

The site is not situated in an area of flooding as identified by the SEPA flood maps.

A Sustainable drainage system will be provided in accordance with local and national 
policies ensuring the site will not increase the risk of flooding elsewhere.

11 CONCLUSIONS

The  developer  plans  a  campus  style  hyper  data  centre  facility  on  land  at  North 
Lanrigg, north east of Newarthill, Motherwell. For the reasons set out in this report, 
the Development is considered non-EIA development. No issues have been identified 
that are likely to produce significant environmental impacts that would require an EIA 
and a comprehensive assessment of all of the identified issues will be forthcoming. 
The developer proposes a full and detailed submission to accompany the Planning 
Application,  which  will  be  for  Planning  Permission  in  Principle.  The  Planning 
Application will include:

• Supporting  Document  providing  accompanying  information  about  the 
Development and its potential  impacts including site selection, core paths, 
public access and recreation, transport, cultural heritage, water impacts

• Plans and drawings of the proposed facility

• Landscape  and  Visual  Impact  Assessment,  including  elevations  and 
photomontages from key viewpoints

• Noise Assessment

• Sustainable Drainage Design

• Ecological Assessment including habitat and protected species survey, bat 
activity and roost assessment surveys, breeding birds, burrow investigations 
trail cameras, etc. following ecologist recommendations

• Biodiversity Gain Assessment

• Soils Report including proposals for nearby peatland restoration

• Arboricultural Assessment

• Pre-Application Consultation Report

• Statement of community involvement/ benefit – connectivity, funding; 

• Socio-economic  Assessment  including  commitment  to  Local  Employment 
Scheme

The  submission  of  these  further  reports  to  accompany  a  future  planning  application  will 
address  the  environmental  matters  listed  and  be  sufficient  to  ensure  that  the  proposed 
Development will not have significant adverse effects.
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While the proposed Development is comprised of several buildings and may include some tall 
elements, Scottish Government Circular 1/2017 and established case law make clear that 
size alone is not determinative in assessing whether EIA is required.

The  correct  legal  test  is  whether  the  project  is  likely  to  have  significant  effects  on  the 
environment by virtue of its nature, size or location. In this case, the site is zoned for industrial  
use (of  a  type with  potential  for  much greater  impacts than are proposed here)  within  a 
landscape that has large scale energy infrastructure, among a topography which provides 
good visual containment, and where mitigation has been identified, even at this stage, that 
can be embedded into the design to minimise impacts.

Accordingly, while size is acknowledged as a factor, no likely significant environmental effects 
are predicted that would justify the need for a full Environmental Impact Assessment.
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