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Dear Alex Neil,
 
REQUEST UNDER THE ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION (SCOTLAND) REGULATIONS 2004
(EIRs)

Thank you for your request dated 20 December 2024 under the Environmental Information (Scotland)
Regulations 2004 (EIRs).

Your request

You asked for:

1. How many applications has the Scottish Government received for permission to install a Battery
Energy Storage System (BESS) in Scotland since 1st January 2024?
2. How many of these applications received approval?
3. How many have been rejected?
4. How many are still pending a final decision by the Scottish Government?
5. How many of the applications which have been approved are to be located on a) a greenfield site and
b) on a brownfield site?  
6. What percentage of the approved applications relating to a greenfield site have been approved?
7. What percentage of the approved applications relating to a brownfield site have been approved?  
8. Does the Scottish Government intend to publish the statistics relating to these numbers (per
Questions 1-7 above) and percentages on a regular basis?
9. What arrangements are in place by the Scottish Government to measure and monitor the number of
approved BESS projects being located on a greenfield site on a regular basis and whether these
updates will be made public by the SG?
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10. What arrangements are in place by the Scottish Government to measure and monitor the outcome
of BESS applications in terms of their compliance with the National Planning Framework 4 guidelines in
relation to ensuring that where a brownfield site is available it should be given preference over a
greenfield site? 

As the information you have requested is 'environmental information' for the purposes of the
Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (EIRs), we are required to deal with your
request under those Regulations. We are applying the exemption at section 39(2) of the Freedom of
Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (FOISA), so that we do not also have to deal with your request under
FOISA.

This exemption is subject to the 'public interest test'. Therefore, taking account of all the
circumstances of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing the information
outweighs the public interest in applying the exemption. We have found that, on balance, the public
interest lies in favour of upholding the exemption, because there is no public interest in dealing with
the same request under two different regimes. This is essentially a technical point and has no material
effect on the outcome of your request.

Response to your request

Most of the information you have requested is available from the Energy Consents Unit online portal
at Scottish Government - Energy Consents Unit. Battery Energy Storage System applications since 1
January 2024 and decisions are both searchable and published on our website, including the
decision letters which set out the reasons for approval or refusal. Please find instructions below: 
From the main page of the website, click on the search tab, followed by 'Advanced Search.'  There is
then the option to search by case type and status, before selecting the 'go' button which returns the
search results. By selecting the case reference number, you can view the associated documents,
including the final decision letter.
Under regulation 6(1)(b) of the EIRs, we do not have to give you information which is already publicly
available and easily accessible to you in another form or format.

Additionally, while our aim is to provide information whenever possible, in this instance the Scottish
Government does not have some of the information you have requested. 

We do not hold a database pertaining to greenfield and brownfield sites data (questions 5 to 8 of
the request).
We do not have information on the arrangements in place to measure and monitor the number of
approved Battery Energy Storage Systems (BESS) projects being located on a greenfield site
on a regular basis (question 9 of the request).
We do not hold information pertaining to arrangements to measure and monitor conditions
regarding BESS applications and compliance with the National Planning Framework 4 guidelines
(question 10 of the request).

The Scottish Government does not have the information you have requested because there is no
business need to maintain a database of this information. The Scottish Government is not responsible
for collating site level data on planning permissions.  There may, however, be some data on BESS
projects of use to you which can be accessed using the renewable energy map of Scotland.
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Planning enforcement is primarily the responsibility of the relevant planning authority. It is for the
planning authority to consider, in any individual case, whether a breach of planning control has occurred
and if they consider this to be the case, what enforcement action they consider appropriate to mitigate
any negative impacts on local amenity arising from the breach.

This exception is subject to the ‘public interest test’.  Therefore, taking account of all the circumstances
of this case, we have considered if the public interest in disclosing the information outweighs the public
interest in applying the exception.  We have found that, on balance, the public interest lies in favour of
upholding the exception.  While we recognise that there may be some public interest in information
about data gathering, particularly regarding brownfield and greenfield sites clearly, we cannot provide
information which we do not hold.

Therefore we are refusing your request under the exception at regulation 10(4)(a) of the EIRs.

Your right to request a review
If you are unhappy with this response to your EIRs request, you may ask us to carry out an internal
review of the response, by writing to Kersti Berge, Directorate for Energy and Climate Change, 150
Broomielaw, Glasgow, G2 8LH or kersti.berge@gov.scot. Your review request should explain why you
are dissatisfied with this response, and should be made within 40 working days from the date when
you received this letter. We will complete the review and tell you the result, within 20 working days
from the date when we receive your review request.

If you are not satisfied with the result of the review, you then have the right to appeal to the Scottish
Information Commissioner. More detailed information on your appeal rights is available on the
Commissioner's website at:

What can I do if I'm unhappy? | Scottish Information Commissioner (itspublicknowledge.info)

 
Yours sincerely
 
 
 
 
 
Sarah Dawson
OESC : Energy Consents
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