
Perceived Benefits 

Theme Frequency Reporter Commentary Assessment Category

evidence base 
strong/medium/
weak

Increased action for 
climate, biodiversity, 
cultural and natural 
heritage High

Good evidence of action through partnerships and 
funding; strong on biodiversity, weaker on historic 
environment and climate. Climate action delieverd 
through peatland restoration. High Environmental

Better promition, 
proviosn and 
management of access, 
recreation, education, 
tourism Medium

National Parks deliver significantly over and above 
action in other parts of Scotland; could deliver in 
Southwest Scotland. High Environmental

Better long-term planning 
of key land-uses 
including forestry, 
farming and renewables Medium

Mixed evidence; existing Parks are land-use 
pilots; potential in Southwest. Medium Environmental

Economic recovery and 
business opportunities High

good  evidence of visitor economy boost; limited 
review of land-use sectors. Medium Social & Economic

Jobs and investment High
National Parks create skilled jobs; potential for 
nature jobs and investment. Medium Social & Economic

Youth retention Low
Limited evidence; active engagement in existing 
Parks; some support for youth training. Low Social & Economic

Support for land 
managers Low

Good support via advice/networks, but main 
funding for agriculture and frestry remains with 
Scottish Government. Medium Social & Economic

Increased funding and 
status High

Strong evidence of additional investment (e.g., 
£35m in Cairngorms). High Added Value

Local voice in planning 
and managing the area Low

Significant empowerment measures in Parks; 
potential here too. Medium Added Value

Spotlight on community 
development aspirations Low

Evidence of community funding (eg through the 
Natonal Park Triusts which distribute money) and 
recognition of community aspirations eg through 
the Park Plan Medium Added Value

Perceived dis-benefits

Theme Frequency Reporter Commentary Assessment Category

evidence base 
strong/medium/
week

Pollution, littering, bad 
behaviour High

Limited evidence; National Parks may help 
manage these better. Medium Environmental

No greater constraints on 
wind farms Medium

Uncertain due to possible changes to existing 
restrictions; possible climate impact High Environmental uncertain

not enough recognition 
given to protecting 
natural and cultural 
heritage. Low

Limited evidence; Parks usually accused of doing 
too much on this rather than too little. Medium Environmental

Added bureaucracy for 
land managers High

Limited evidence of negative farming impact; 
some evience of restrictions on forestry 
operations. This is highly likely to be the same in 
Galloway as commercial scale of most Dairy 
farms mean that they will already be operating 
under EIAs

Low (medium 
for forestry) Economic & Social

Housing affordability High
Limited evidence; existing Parks are trying to 
address it. Medium Economic & Social

Road congestion and 
safety High

Limited evidence; gradual visitor growth can be 
planned for. Transport Scotland indicated that 
pressures on A77 and A75 were not extraordinary 
and could be addressed as they arise. Benefit to 
public transport retention in National Parks. Medium Economic & Social

Restrictions on further 
windfarm developments Medium

Uncertain due to possible changes to existing 
restrictions High Economic & Social uncertain

Increased pressure on 
health services Medium

limited evidence; both NHS Boards noted potential 
benefits in terms of health outcomes; and impact 
on staff retention; Low Economic & Social

Impact on skilled jobs Medium Limited evidence; further research needed Medium Economic & Social
Time and Funding better 
spent elsewhere High

Limited evidence; extra funding not available to 
other services, it comes with the National Park Low Lack of Added Value

Greater National control 
over local decision-
making Medium

Limited evidence; NP status bring more national 
interest and involvement but also great local 
influence. How park is run is crucial. Medium Lack of Added Value

NP status will perpetuate 
the idea thathe area is 
'natural' which it isn't Low

Limited evidence; human land-use is integral to 
National Parks and will be as important, if not 
more so, in Galloway Low Lack of Added Value


