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Local campaigners at ‘The Druid Stone’, Cochno, look out over  
the fields where 29 hectares of battery storage are proposed.



Nina speaking to Hugh
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As always there is so much going on at APRS, and you’ll see inside an 
update on our campaigns, how the new planning system is bedding in, a 
chance to hear from some communities campaigning for their Green Belts 
and we have some good news on funding.

You will find enclosed the details about our AGM on  
23 May in Limekilns - we hope to see you there!

From Kat, Nina and the team at APRS

 DR KAT JONESi 
 APRS Directori

■ DOUBLE YOUR DONATIONS 
IN APRIL
We have been selected by The Big Give 
to be one of the charities which will 
have donations doubled between  
18-25 April. 

■ THE APRS HISTORY PROJECT
Nina has started interviewing members 
and ex-office bearers of APRS starting 
with Sue Hamilton, who was Chair 2001-
2002 and Hugh Crawford, who is our 
longest serving member at 53 years. 
We are excited about uncovering stories 
from APRS’s past to tell in the year of 
our Centenary. Nina has a few more 
interviews lined up but we would love 
to hear from anyone with reminiscences 
about the organisation.

Let us know if you are planning to donate 
a significant amount to APRS as we have 
a target to raise of £5000, which will be 
match funded so 
we get a total of 
£10,000. The appeal 
will be live on  
aprs.scot/BigGive 
on 18 April.

Welcome to our 
Spring newsletter!

■ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) 
LIMEKILNS 23 MAY 2024
We are looking forward to welcoming our members and 
supporters to our AGM this year, hosted by the community in  
Limekilns, a historic village in Fife. Please see enclosed 
information sheet for details and book by contacting Nina at  
info@aprs.scot (Tel:01312 225 7012) or by visiting aprs.scot/AGM

Date for 
the diary

A sub-group of the Executive 
Committee has been considering a 
position statement and policies on 
Climate and Energy as we have had 
a marked increase in enquiries on 
energy generation and transmission 
infrastructure. Kat’s article in this 
newsletter has come out of these 
discussions, providing the context 
for future APRS work in this area.  

We are developing some key policies 
on how this makes its way into our 
work and this includes areas we 
will concentrate on for policy and 
campaigns. 

As a case study we recently 
responded to an application to the 
Energy Consents Unit (ECU) for 
a 29 hectare battery storage and 
substation development on Green 
Belt at Cochno, near Clydebank. This 
is very close to one of the biggest 
substations in the west of Scotland, 
but it is also an area of high value 
for access and amenity and home to 
a unique collection of Neolithic rock 
carvings.

You can read more on our website 
aprs.scot/cochno

ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE SUBGROUP

Kat Jones’ family on the Druid 
Stone at Cochno near where 
battery storage is planned on 
Green Belt. 

https://aprs.scot
http://aprs.scot/BigGive
mailto:info%40aprs.scot?subject=
http://aprs.scot/AGM
http://aprs.scot/cochno
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We were pleased to be able to dive straight into work 
on the Circular Economy (Scotland) Bill almost straight 
after the sad demise of deposit return (if you haven’t 
yet read our explainer ‘What happened to the Deposit 
Return Scheme?’, it is pinned at the top of our website 
news section). The Bill, which had been long planned 
and campaigned for, including by APRS, entered the 
first stage of discussion in the Parliament in September 
and we gave evidence to the Parliamentary committee.

Our main asks are that the Bill is more ambitious, 
creating policies that can transform our society to one 
where use of raw materials is minimised and where 
there is a continuous cycling of materials, where 
products are designed for repair and efficient recycling 
at the end of their lives. We want to see integration 
of the waste hierarchy where efforts are first made to 
reduce consumption which prevents the creation of 
waste in the first place.

We believe that producers need to be responsible for 
planning and paying for dealing with the waste that 
their products create.  

See our asks here aprs.scot/circular

APRS has been working on litter and waste since we were 
founded. These litter pickers in Braemar were featured in 
our 1931 annual report

CIRCULAR ECONOMY CAMPAIGN

My dear friend Judith was an enthusiastic and 
committed member of APRS whom I first met in the 
early 1990s.  We soon discovered that we had a shared 
love of nature and of Scotland’s natural environment 
and it wasn’t long before we were planning trips to 
the Scottish hills.  I had young children at the time, 
and Judith would “rescue me” from work and chaos 
and together we would go on long trips and walks 
across the country.  We were often accompanied by 

Holly, her Border Collie, 
whom I remember bounding 
effortlessly downhill 
through the snow in the 
late evening light. Judith 
was an expert on wildlife 
and nature and she 
generously shared her 
knowledge on our trips -   
I learnt so much from her. 
We must have climbed 
more than a hundred 
hills together, usually 
hostelling or camping 
along the way.  

Judith was always very committed to other people - 
she trained first as social worker and several years 
later as a nurse in Glasgow, the area she loved the 
most being intensive care.  She was also dedicated 
to the principles of Fair Trade. As a member of the 
Dumfries Fair Trade Group, she worked tirelessly, both 
in campaigning at a national level, and in coordinating 
activities to promote Fairtrade locally.  

I was delighted and touched that she had thought of 
APRS in her will, leaving a significant legacy which we 
received last year.  This was typical of her generosity 
of spirit. She was loyal, inspiring, outspoken and 
compassionate, the epitome of community spirit, and  
it was an enormous privilege to have known her for  
so many years.

A Tribute to Judith Mylne 
1947-2020

■ STAFFING UPDATE
Thanks to Judith’s generous legacy 
we have been able to keep Sarah 
and Jo on two days a week until 
June, and Barry will be working 
with us on communications one 
and a half days a week until March 
2025. Grants from Patagonia and 
National Lottery Community Fund 
mean that Nikki will be working on 
Green Belts two days a week.

■ ASKING THE MEMBERS
Increasing numbers of members are opting to take our 
newsletter as an online version and we now send a printed 
version out to just over 300 people. We have been looking at 
our costs and each print run of the newsletter costs us £1200. 
So we are asking members whether they would be happy 
to receive only one print newsletter a year and sign up to 
our email newsletters. If you would like to comment on this 
proposal please do call us at the office or email Nina  
info@aprs.scot 

Nina and Judith hillwalking

 NINA, APRS Administratori

https://aprs.scot
http://aprs.scot/circular
mailto:info%40aprs.scot?subject=
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W e find ourselves in a Climate 
Emergency. Temperature rises, 
as measured, have been even 

larger than have been predicted by climate 
scientists, putting us beyond the worst 
case scenario for global heating.  Kat looks 
at what this means for our countryside and 
landscapes, and for APRS’s work.

Climate change means that Scotland’s 
landscapes will change, and are already 
changing. Sea level rise, increased 
and more intense rainfall, and warmer 
temperatures will bring unprecedented 
changes with coastal erosion, flooding, 
changes what biodiversity, crops and trees 
can live in Scotland. Human infrastructure 
will be destroyed and have to be relocated.

And there will be changes to the landscape 
from policy decisions for climate mitigation 
and adaptation. In this equation, land 
is doing a lot of the heavy lifting: tree-
planting targets, energy infrastructure and 
transmission, food security, homes, carbon 
offsets, biodiversity, leisure and tourism. 
And meanwhile we have the most unequal 
distribution of land ownership in Europe.

Our whole economy depends on, and 
operates within the bounds of, our 
planetary home. However this is not how 
many economists and almost all politicians 
see the situation – growth has become a 
political dogma. This plays into the hands 
of those who wish to keep the status quo 
because, if there are no limits to raw 
materials, we don’t need to worry about a 
circular economy, if there are no limits to 
the earth’s capacity to absorb pollution, we 
can keep polluting our atmosphere, rivers 
and soils, and if there are no limits to land, 
we can keep developing wherever we want.

We are at the stage where both mitigation 
and adaptation are absolutely critical and 
this goes way beyond the business as 
usual changes. The IPCC has stated that 
“limiting global warming to 1.5 °C would 
require far-reaching, and unprecedented 
changes in all aspects of society”.1

The National Planning Framework, 
interestingly, brings some clarity to the 
situation. Previous National Planning 
Frameworks were centred on delivering 
economic growth as their central purpose, 
but the recently published NPF4 offers a 
departure from this. With a statement that 
reflects the language in the 1.5 °C Report 
it says  

Landscape and the Climate Crisis 

So what do these ‘radical’ and 
‘unprecedented’ changes mean for 
Scotland’s countryside and landscapes? 

APRS has always recognised that our 
countryside and landscapes are constantly 
changing and has strived to ensure that 
land-use decisions bequeath, to future 
generations, a countryside that is at least 
as beautiful, biodiverse and rewarding, as 
that which we enjoy today.

Land has to be the most visibly limited 
resource that we have. As Mark Twain 
said “Buy land, they’re not making it any 
more”. We need to use land wisely: these 
decisions around land use can enhance our 
landscapes and countryside but they can 
also diminish them.

We can choose to re-meander rivers and 
burns to attenuate and absorb flood water, 
or we can fortify hard barriers to flooding. 
We can choose to reduce grazing to allow 
vegetation, regenerating woodlands and 
hedgerows to reduce the likelihood of, and 
risk from, landslips and soil erosion. We 
can create salt marshes and wetlands on 
vulnerable reclaimed land by managed 
realignment to protect settlements from 
flooding, or we can build seawalls higher 

and higher. We can create energy networks 
that allow for smaller scale renewable 
generation close to where people live, 
rather than buttress the centralised 
system built originally for nuclear and 
coal power stations. We can reduce deer 
numbers to allow woodland to naturally 
regenerate where it would have once 
grown or we can plant deer-fenced blocks 
of dark sitka over whole landscapes. 

These choices bring the opportunity 
to enhance our landscapes and 
countryside. We should use them. We 
need to acknowledge that land is our 
most precious resource and when there 
are competing interests and priorities, we 
need a planned and strategic approach for 
land use change.

But will this be enough? Not if we 
continue with the imperative for growth, 
and don’t make those “far-reaching, and 
unprecedented changes in all aspects 
of society”. There will always be more 
demand for energy, for materials, for land 
use intensification, for ‘stuff’. We need  
to cease our extractive economy and  
work out how to create a regenerative 
economy. We need to see the limits and 
work with them.

Renewable energy development is 
imperative and should bring a sustainable 
income to local towns and cities to 
transform draughty cold homes, and 
the lives of many of whom live in fuel 
poverty, rather than produce profits to 
the huge multinational companies who 
take the bounty offshore. But the answer 
goes way beyond more renewable energy 
infrastructure. Apart from the fact that 
there are many landscapes that do 
not have the capacity to accommodate 
industrial-scale energy infrastructure, 
we need a switch away entirely from the 
extractive mindset which takes resources 
from the earth, uses them up and then 
sends waste into our atmosphere, or 
rivers, our seas and our soils. This 
includes recognising the human need for 
beauty as part of human flourishing. 

We should have an economy of wellbeing 
that will ensure that our countryside and 
landscapes are enhanced and are, at least 
as, rich, beautiful and rewarding for future 
generations.

“We must embrace and deliver 
radical change so we can tackle 
and adapt to climate change, 
restore biodiversity loss, 
improve health and wellbeing, 
reduce inequalities, build a 
wellbeing economy and create 
great places.”  

1 IPCC Special Report: Global Warming of 1.5o

Infrastructure built in 1825 to provide for 
Greenock's mills,  with modern pylons at 
Clyde Muirshiel Regional Park.

 DR KAT JONES, APRS Directori

https://aprs.scot


APRS.SCOT  RURAL SCOTLAND   |   5

A Year of Scotland’s New 
National Planning Framework
Scotland’s Fourth National 

Planning Framework (NPF4) 
was adopted in February 2023, 

and sets the National Spatial Strategy 
for Scotland until 2045. It contains 
6 Spatial Principles, 18 National 
Developments and 33 National Planning 
Policies. It is also required by law to 
contribute to 6 ‘Outcomes for Scotland’ 
which cover: meeting housing needs, 
improving health and well being, aiding 
repopulation of rural areas, increasing 
equality, meeting targets for reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and securing 
positive effects for biodiversity. NPF4 
carries through a much increased focus 
on climate and nature into its policies 

- the first of which requires decision 
makers to give significant weight to both 
the climate and nature crises. It  also 
makes clear that local development 
plans (LDPs) “must address the global 
climate emergency and nature crisis 
by ensuring the spatial strategy will 
reduce emissions and adapt to current 
and future risks of climate change by 
promoting recovery and restoration in 
the area.” 

So a year on, what effect has it had? 
Well, interpretation of NPF4 is still 
evolving or being clarified - partly 
through planning decisions, and by 

some policy interpretations being tested 
at Court of Session challenges. Also, 
supporting guidance for many of the 
more innovative policies is still to be 
developed. A further complication is that 
all the adopted LDPs at present were 
developed under the previous planning 
arrangements which included NPF3, 
SPP 2014 and Strategic Development 
Plans. The Scottish Government 
has been clear that where there are 
incompatibilities between an LDP and 
NPF4 then whichever is more recent 
takes precedence - this has led to much 
consideration of what might constitute 
an incompatibility!

Our Winter Webinar series with Planning 
Democracy has been a great success. We 
ran 5 webinars and had a total of over 360 
sign-ups. 

We covered a host of planning topics, 
from an inside view of the planning 
system from Local Authority Planners, to 
how campaigners can stop unsustainable 
developments on Green Belts, to 
how communities can engage with 
local development plans to influence 
development in their local area. There 
was a lot covered in these webinars, but 
here are some of my takeaways:

Local Place Plans (LPPs) have been a 
big topic of conversation in planning 
discussions and have been heavily 
debated in the APRS office! In theory, 
these are community-led plans which 
allow communities to set out proposals for 
the use of land in their local area designed 
to inform Local Development Plans (LDPs). 
However, there is a lot of uncertainty on 
how they will work in practice. Several 

contributors to our webinar series gave 
some clarity on LPPs.

Planning policy states that local 
authorities must give 'due consideration' 
to LPPs when they are creating the 
LDP for their area. This is a very woolly 
term, so it is really unclear as to how 
much influence they can have. One 
representative from the Improvement 
Service suggested that if these plans 
present sound ideas and are viable 
they will be incorporated into the LDP. 
A local authority representative also 
noted that communities know their area 
best, and that this should be recognised 
when developing LDPs. However, local 
authorities have no legal requirement 
to incorporate a LPP into their broader 
plans, so we likely will not know their 
potential impact until we see new-style 
LDPs introduced.

We saw similar questions around 
democracy in planning. We heard from 
Green Belt campaigners from groups 
across Scotland; Keep Potterton Green, 
Protect Park of Keir and Save Blairforkie 
Greenspace, Friends of St Fittick Park, 
and Carmunnock Community Council. 
Many of these campaigners have spent 
years fighting unjust planning decisions 

in their area, learned the complexities 
of Scotland’s planning system, and used 
skills within their communities to build 
really strong campaigns.

Due to core injustices in the planning 
system, having a say in decisions is an 
uphill battle for many communities. 
This is particularly evident through 
our current unequal appeals system, 
where developers can appeal planning 
decisions made for reconsideration where 
communities cannot. Though this costs 
the public purse thousands of pounds, 
developers can appeal planning decisions 
for free. 

As our webinar series showed, on 
paper NPF4 is an improvement to the 
previous planning system, offering 
greater protection for greenspace, only 
allowing development where there is 
suitable infrastructure provisions to 
support it, and greater protection for 
biodiversity. However, the planning 
system is geared towards developers 
rather than communities, and the effect 
of Scotland’s new system in addressing 
these inequalities still has to be seen.

Don’t worry if you missed these webinars - recordings of the sessions are available 
on our website! aprs.scot/webinars

ROUNDUP

 SARAH DOHERTY,i 
 APRS Campaign Manageri 

https://aprs.scot
http://aprs.scot/webinars
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Green Belts and Housing
Positively, given APRS and Green 
Belt Alliance advocacy on NPF4, 
it seems that the clearer policy 
protection against most developments 
on designated Green Belts is being 
supported by decisions. The protection 
of Green Belt is assisted by changes 
in the policy on housing land, with a 
greater focus in NPF4 on delivery of 
housing on sites allocated in LDPs. 
However, there are a number of large 
housing proposals on unallocated 
sites, some of which are also Green 
Belt that are currently at appeal, with 
those appeals (at time of writing) still 
paused pending a decision on the 
Mossend Appeal case. Miller Homes 
v the Scottish Government (XA41/23) 
was heard at the Court of Session 
on 24 January and considers in part 
how NPF4 policy 16 Quality Homes 
interacts with existing LDPs. It is 
likely no coincidence that quite a few 
speculative housing developments 
which had seemed to be on the 
backburner are now coming forward 
with pre-application consultations or 
new planning applications and these 
include several on unallocated Green 
Belt sites.  Presumably, developers 
are hoping that the Mossend case goes 
against the Scottish Government to 
some extent and creates less certainty 
around the current NPF4 policy 16 
Quality Homes. Policy 16 allows limited 
scenarios where large market housing 
developments on unallocated sites 
would be supported. We note that 
even if the result of the case affects 
how policy 16 is interpreted there 
are other NPF4 policies (eg policy 
8 Green Belt and 9 Brownfield) that 
would not support such developments 
on designated Green Belt and would 
prioritise development on appropriate 
brownfield sites outwith the Green Belt.

Biodiversity
The NPF4 approach to protecting and 
enhancing nature and indeed promoting 
nature networks and the recovery of 
biodiversity has perhaps got off to a 
hesitant start.  The stronger policies 
have been referenced and seemed 
influential in some planning decisions 
but not in others. This might be partly 
because the development of supporting 
guidance from NatureScot and Scottish 
Government is still ongoing but 
probably also reflects a lack of expert 
resources in planning departments 
and a lack of understanding and 
training on biodiversity for many 
Councillors. The recent calling in of 
a decision by Scottish Government 
where the proposed development 
would impact highly designated nature 
sites and a recent, very well attended 
parliamentary event organised by 
Planning Democracy which highlighted 
issues with NPF4  
and biodiversity are hopeful suggestions 
that the need for improvement is  
being recognised. 

Energy 
NPF4 covers the challenge of rapidly 
transitioning to a less carbon intensive 
economy with a spatial strategy and 
policies that give strong general support 
to renewable energy (or related) 
developments. This is reflected in the 

wide definition of energy developments 
that fall under National Development 
3. Policy 11 Energy does set out a list 
of impacts that must be addressed 
in development proposals including 
“cumulative impacts” but it is currently 
not very clear how this can be fairly 
assessed given some of the proposals 
submitted are speculative commercial 
ventures rather than clearly part of 
an overall national strategy. There are 
clearly tensions between devolved and 
UK-wide decision making processes 
playing out and increasing tension 
between how energy targets can be 
met and a desire to protect Scotland’s 
landscapes.

The topics highlighted above mainly 
reflect the types of enquiries APRS 
has been receiving and the range of 
questions at our recent webinars that 
have covered aspects of NPF4. In the 
coming months NPF4 will be being 
reviewed by the Scottish Parliament’s 
Local Government Housing and 
Planning committee. We will post 
details on the website in due course.

Nikki has updated our Green Belts Advice Note taking in the changes arising from 
the implementation of the 2019 Planning Act and the adoption of NPF4 last year. 
You can find the new Note on our Green Belt Alliance 
webpage. aprs.scot/greenbelts 

It is even easier to support APRS now with our updated 
membership and supporters’ page. You can sign up 
easily to donate to us monthly. aprs.scot/support

 NIKKI SINCLAIR,i 
 APRS Green Beltsi  
 AllianceiManageri 

 Greenock Cut

https://aprs.scot
http://aprs.scot/greenbelts
http://aprs.scot/support
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K at’s fundraising circumnavigation 
of Glasgow’s Green Belts is almost 
complete. This is an extract from 

one of her walk blogs where she receives 
an education in greenspace infrastructure 
and environmental justice on route 
from Kilmacolm, one of the West’s most 
affluent villages, to Port Glasgow which 
has health and inclusion statistics among 
the most disadvantaged in Scotland. 

On this walk I was joined by Shivali 
Fifield and Clare Symonds. Shivali is 
the CEO of the Environmental Rights 
Centre Scotland, which was set up by 
Scottish Environment LINK to use the 
law to improve environmental protection 
and restoration. They aim to secure the 
human right to a healthy environment 
in Scots law and to assist everyone to 
exercise their environmental rights. 

Clare set up Planning Democracy 15 
years ago and has been campaigning for a 
more just and equitable planning system, 
and supporting grassroots groups and 
individuals to engage with planning 
issues since then.  APRS has been a 
long-time supporter of their campaign on 
the Equal Right of Appeal, which would 
put communities on the same standing 
as developers in being able to challenge 
planning decisions. 

And so it was the three of us – APRS, 
Planning Democracy, and ERCS. We’d 
need to be careful because, should 
avalanche, rockfall or lightning 
strike wipe us out, the sum-total of 
organisations working on supporting 
grass-roots campaigners to overcome 
unjust planning decisions would be gone.

I’d wanted to do this particular route with 
Shivali and Clare as it would take us from 
one of the most affluent communities in 
Scotland, Kilmacolm, to Port Glasgow, 
one of the most disadvantaged, over 
a distance of only 5kms. It would give 
Shivali plenty to talk about –  “Just wait 
until I get started on bins” she’d said as 
we spoke on the phone ahead of the walk.

It wasn’t long before Shivali stopped us 
and pointed to the verge.

“What do you see?” she said. “Grass?”  
I ventured.

“No” said Shivali – “you see no litter.   
We haven’t seen a single piece of litter 
since we left Kilmacolm – But we have 
seen two bins. And there’s another.  
And signposts.”

We stopped when we got to the bin.

“It’s an empty bin,” continued Shivali. 
“There isn’t litter overflowing and all 
round it – in fact it’s been emptied very 
recently”. 

She pointed out that we’d also se en three 
or four walkers already, on a day with an 
appalling weather forecast.

As we walk onward we started to see the 
odd can or crisp packet in the verge and 
Shivali picked them up, it wasn’t that much 
– just here and there. Every now and again 
Shivali would stop to marvel over a signpost 
or an interpretation panel “that’s the fourth 
bench we’ve seen so far” she said.

Her interest in greenspace infrastructure 
comes from her PhD in part of Glasgow 
whose health and inclusion statistics are 
amongst the poorest in Scotland. She 
explained that her work was looking at 
this through the lens of environmental 
justice. There are two main elements 
in environmental justice, she told me. 
Distributive justice – this is about equity in 
how burdens and benefits are distributed 
in society and procedural justice – this 
is about ensuring that there is equitable 
involvement and decision-making by 
different communities and that the 
communities can challenge and change 
their situation.

Green 
Belt walk 
update 

You can read the full blog here:  
aprs.scot/katswalk

DONATE ON THE WEBSITE ABOVE OR 
CONTACT THE OFFICE

“This tells me that the locals 
here are in touch with their 
councillors whenever they see 
an overflowing bin  and so it 
has been made a priority.”

■ GREEN BELT CAMPAIGNERS’ 
TOP TIPS 
APRS, in partnership with Planning 
Democracy, has successfully 
hosted a series of five webinars 
exploring the planning system.

In the ‘Green Belts and NPF4’ session 
we gained valuable perspectives from 
five different campaign organisations. 
Save Blairforkie Greenspace and 
Protect Park of Keir spoke about 
how to start a group and we 
learned of the challenges faced by 
Carmunnock Community Council in 
their fight against large-scale housing 
developers, and the underhanded 
tactics they’ve come across.

It was clear that there is a crucial 
importance of community involvement 
for any campaign group. Gwen Pirie 
of Keep Potterton Green shared a 
number of outreach tips, stressing 
the importance of making information 
accessible to all. More traditional 
methods such as displaying posters in 
local stores, community hubs, and on 
public noticeboards were highlighted 
as key ways to engage those who are 
not active online. 

Additionally, she advised that clipping 
and sharing Community Council 
meeting recordings is an effective 
way to ensure accountability from 
council members.

Adrian from Friends of St Fittick’s 
Park highlighted a central calendar for 
planning activity has been essential in 
their work, so that everybody knows 
what is happening and when.

This session is especially worth 
a watch if you are starting a 
campaign group. To view any of 
the five webinars please visit 
aprs.scot/webinars

 BARRY SNEDDEN, APRS Social 
 Media and Events Officeri

Shivali and Kat discuss the importance 
of greenspace infrastructure between 
Kilmacolm and Port Glasgow

https://aprs.scot
http://aprs.scot/katswalk
http://aprs.scot/webinars


 

F ive nominations for possible new 
National Park areas were submitted 
to the Scottish Government by local 

supporters ahead of the 29 February 
deadline. The areas nominated were 
Galloway, the Borders, Loch Awe, Tay 
Forest, and Lochaber. We very much 
applaud the voluntary effort that has 
gone into both the preparation of the 
nominations and the local consultation 
processes in all the areas that took part.  
The Scottish Government will evaluate 
the bids received against the Appraisal 

Framework published last autumn and 
make recommendations to Ministers. In 
summer 2024 Ministers may propose an 
area, or areas, to be taken forward to the 
statutory process, whereby NatureScot as 
the Official Reporter will consider whether 
the special qualities of a particular area 
would benefit from National Park status 
and look at aspects such as the potential 
boundary, structure and powers of a new 
Park Authority most appropriate for that 
area, and then consult on the findings of 
that study. Ministers will then decide if 
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A Focus on National Parks: 
The nominations are in! 

REVIEWING SCOTLAND’S LANDSCAPE CHARTER
We have been asked by the Scottish 
Landscape Alliance to review the 
Landscape Charter, a document 
which is now over fourteen years 
old. As part of this Sarah has been 
interviewing representatives from 
across sectors with a role in land 
management, decision making, 
education and policy. Participants 
brought up a variety of interesting and insightful comments 
on how the Charter can be brought up to date, such as the 
need for communities to be better empowered to have a 
say in decisions impacting their local landscape, a need 
to recognise the value of coastal and marine landscapes, 
and the links between landscape and physical and mental 
health. Overwhelmingly, those who participated called 
for a bold Charter which emphasises the importance of 
landscapes and landscape scale in addressing the climate 
and biodiversity crisis.

Jo has been running focus groups 
to hear from a much wider group of 
people on their views of landscape 
and what a charter should do. These 
have included a group in Glasgow, 
students, school teachers, residents 
of a Fife village, and people from 
rural communities. Combined with 
reviewing previous work on public 

attitudes to landscape, and running our own online social 
media survey we hope to be able to gain unique insights 
into how people across Scotland view landscape and their 
own roles in protecting landscape.

The results will feed into a reworking of Scotland’s 
Landscape Charter and we are excited to be involved in 
this key work that we hope will bring landscape back into 
the minds of policy makers, land managers and decision 
makers and be able to involve the wider public. 

APRS supporters would be welcome to 
participate in a workshop on the evolving 
role of National Parks - with views from 
Scotland, England and Wales - that’s being 
organised to follow the SCNP AGM on 26 
April in Edinburgh. Email info@scnp.org

they favour taking forward one or more 
areas to be designated by 2026.

Along with SCNP, our partner in the 
strategy project, APRS very much hopes 
that there won't be another 20 year hiatus 
before new National Parks are seriously 
discussed again in Scotland! We hope there 
will be further development of the positive 
ideas of local people about creating places 
that are better for people and nature which 
have been highlighted via the current 
process wherever possible - whether this 
is through the creation of a longlist of 
areas for designation of further National 
Parks after 2026 or via other appropriate 
mechanisms. See APRS website for the 
latest news on National Parks.

Loch Awe

Landscape Charter focus group in Glasgow
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