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Community Engagement and Education
ROYAL HIGHLAND SHOW
We at APRS were delighted, for the first time in
our 100-year history, to hold a stall at the Royal
Highland Show in June 2022.
We joined our friends RSPB
Royal Highland
Scotland, Scottish Wildlife
Show stall
Trust, Woodland Trust Scotland
and others in the Countryside
Area and engaged with over
500 visitors of all ages,
including Environment Minister
Lorna Slater MSP! We shared
stories of our Deposit Return
campaign – greeted with huge
enthusiasm and excitement

for its arrival; our Green Belts Alliance – many of
our visitors frustrated at seeing their local Green
Belt areas disappear; and our National Parks
campaign – warmly received and prompting much
discussion over where they
could be! Huge thanks to the
Maid of the Forth, who gifted a
fantastic boat trip for our raffle.
We engaged with many teachers
about our Countryside Protectors
resources, partnership contacts
were made and thousands more
people became aware of APRS as
an environmental charity. Huge
thanks to everyone who helped
make this happen.

EDUCATION UPDATE
APRS was delighted to be part of the Fife STEM Festival 2022, delivering workshops to over 200 primary
school children in rural schools across Fife. The STEM Festival aims to celebrate all Science, Technology,
Engineering and Maths (STEM) learning from the academic session, offering Fife
learners and their families the opportunity to connect with real-life STEM-based
challenges and experiences which help to raise STEM ambitions for the future.
We took our interactive presentation about deposit return, an introduction to
the circular economy and our wider work to the children, who also took part in
our deposit return poster competition. Please see below one of the winning posters and some of the
children we met. We look forward to meeting more schools in the months ahead. If you would like APRS
to visit your school, please contact Jo McFarlane on education@aprs.scot.

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
In August 2023 a Deposit Return System (DRS)
will be introduced to Scotland, with a 20p deposit
on all drinks containers made of glass, metal and
plastic. This is to encourage everybody to return the
material for recycling instead of being part of the
920 million drinks containers which, for example,
were littered, put in rubbish bins or incinerated
across Scotland in 2019.

impact the system is having on litter, as well as
providing data on other items for future campaign
work. It will also give litterpickers of all ages the
chance to contribute to positive change for our
environment, through the actions they are taking.
If you, your community group, nursery, school
or business would like to get involved, please
email Jo McFarlane on education@aprs.scot to
register and receive more information and links to
recording forms.

New APRS Director,
Kat Jones

Kat Jones

Kat joins us as APRS Director on John’s retirement
at the end of the year. She comes with two decades
of experience in Scottish conservation (SNH, now
NatureScot, and then RSPB Scotland - where she
led on all aspects of working with people including
communications, membership, visitor experience and
community engagement). Kat joins us from Stop Climate
Chaos, Scotland’s civil society climate coalition, where
she led their response to COP26. She has a PhD on the
much-maligned lesser black-backed gull, enjoys ceilidh
calling when the opportunity arises, and lives in, and
manages, an oak woodland at the foot of the Campsie
hills. Here she reflects a little on what landscapes mean
to her, and on the work of APRS.
It is an incredible privilege to be invited to lead APRS
at this critical time. We have the opportunity to build
on our significant successes of the last few years, the
coming legislative programme is throwing up some
important areas of focus for APRS, and the urgency of
the climate and nature crises bring huge challenges and
imperative to act.
I am conscious of the people who have gone before
me in APRS, and the long history that underpins the
organisation, as well as the current members, volunteers
and supporters that make the work possible. I am
looking forward to meeting with many of you over the
coming months as I get my feet under the table and my
head around the workings of the organisation.
This past week I have been on the west coast of Scotland
in the midst of its incredible landscapes: mountains
sweeping down to touch the shorelines of the lochs,
tangled woodlands along the hillsides and between the
lochside settlements. It’s been a good place to think
about the role I am about to take on.
Yesterday we took a walk through an Atlantic hazelwood,
olive-green lungwort lying thick on the branches and

From November 2022 APRS will be partnering
with the Marine Conservation Society in Scotland
with their Source to Sea Litter Quest, asking
litterpickers across Scotland to
record the drinks containers
and other items they find
littered on pavements,
streets, in the countryside, in
playgrounds and parks. The
data will be used to provide
baseline data before DRS
starts; this can then be
compared over subsequent
years to monitor the

blaeberry turning red in the understorey. From a few
points on the wooded peninsula there were views over
the shimmering loch to Lismore and, beyond, Morven.
I am mindful that each person brings their own experiences
and knowledge to their appreciation and understanding
of landscape. In my case, as someone who has worked
in Scottish nature conservation for most of the last two
decades since my PhD, I’m listening out for birds, looking
for fungi and remembering that this rare and ancient
habitat would have once stretched through the glens and
along the lochside hills in much of the western seaboard of
Scotland. But I am also a parent, seeing the opportunities
for a level woodland walk that the teenager doesn’t deem
too strenuous, and a mountaineer, looking up to the hightops and imagining the Firth of Lorn stretched out below
in the low, golden light.
In addition to all this, coming fresh out of climate
organising and advocacy, I am thinking about how this
landscape, its nature, and the people who live here will
be able to adapt to the huge impacts climate change will
bring: what are the impacts of sea level rise and heavier
rain? of tree planting targets? how can radically improved
public transport contribute to carbon reductions and
deliver benefits for locals and visitors?
APRS is an organisation with a long and distinguished
history. Our centenary in 2026 is a great focus, and
the next few years will be a key time to celebrate and
review what we have achieved, to grow our support and
membership, and to look ahead. Along with the challenges
that APRS has fielded over the decades, many of which
are still with us, comes the urgency of the nature and
climate emergencies. Landscape is in the midst of these
linked crises, and is absolutely central to the solutions.

Left: winning poster. Above: School visit Fife STEM Festival

Cuil Bay

We have always been an organisation that punches
above its weight. And this is the time that APRS can help
draw together many of the threads around landscape,
climate, nature and communities to find a way forward
that will take us into the next 100 years.

A year on from the commitment
in the Bute House Agreement
to designate at least one new
National Park before the end of this
Parliament, what has happened
and what is likely to happen next?

Designating a new National Park requires a statutory
process, initiated by Scottish Ministers formally proposing
an area. There will then follow a public consultation on
the proposal, a formal reporting process, publication of
advice, and then the preparation of a draft Designation
Order, which must be further consulted on before the
final Designation Order is laid in the Scottish Parliament
for approval. This formal process could take about two
years. However, before selecting potential National Park
areas the Scottish Government (SG) has set up a process
to consider what the public expect Scotland’s National
Parks to achieve in the future and how bids from local
areas that wish to nominate themselves for National
Park status will be evaluated. This process is well under
way and is quite different from the procedure used when
Scotland’s first two National Parks were set up, when
both existing Parks’ core areas had long been identified
as suitable for the accolade.
Our 2013 report Unfinished Business suggested seven
other areasi considered worthy of National Park status.
However, the SG is now considering new National Parks
in the context of the climate crisis and the naturedepleted state of the country as well as existing criteria.
Lorna Slater MSP, Minister for Green Skills, Circular
Environment and Biodiversity, has made it clear that
any area of Scotland could be considered if there is local
support and the nomination meets the criteria set out.
This potentially includes coastal and marine areas, as the
legislation allows for that possibility.
The first stage of the process, launched in March 2022, was
a short online public consultation. We issued a supportive
press release, alerted our contacts and responded
ourselves. Ideas and comments from the public were
collected on the Dialogue online platform and the wide
ranging contributions can be seen at www.ideas.gov.
scot/the-future-for-national-parks-in-scotland.
i
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The Future
for National
Parks in
Scotland

is vital that the national scenic areas and regional parks
are reinvigorated to help tackle the climate, nature and
biodiversity emergencies, and believes that the Scottish
Government must pave the way for the opening of a
number of new national parks across Scotland.

Glen Affric a potential
National Park
This consultation concluded in early June and was followed
by a debate in the Scottish Parliament on 7 June (which
can still be watched at www.scottishparliament.tv).
Many of the MSPs who spoke recognised the efforts of
APRS and SCNP, and our persistence in campaigning for
more and better National Parks over many years, and
made references to our Unfinished Business report or
quoted from the Parliamentary Briefing we circulated
prior to the debate. MSPs praised the work of local
campaigners in both Galloway and the Borders and finally
passed the following motion, with cross-party support,
calling for more National Parks and the reinvigoration of
National Scenic Areas and Regional Parks:
That the Parliament recognises the key role that national
parks are playing in tackling the twin biodiversity and
climate crises, and the important cultural, social and
economic benefits that they bring to Scotland; welcomes
the announcement by the Scottish Government that at
least one new national park will be designated during the
current parliamentary session; understands the need for
an open and transparent evaluation process to identify
the areas to be progressed to national park designation;
welcomes the start of stakeholder engagement to set the
criteria for identifying the areas to be designated as new
national parks; notes that there are over 3,500 national
parks across the world; regrets that there have been just
two national parks created in Scotland, the Loch Lomond
and The Trossachs National Park, in 2002, and the
Cairngorms National Park, in 2003, since the Parliament
passed the National Parks (Scotland) Act in 2000; praises
the work of the Scottish Campaign for National Parks,
which identified at least seven further potential sites in
2013, as well as community groups in Galloway and the
Borders, and elsewhere, which continue to demonstrate
clear demand for new national parks; recognises that,
in addition to the designation of new national parks, it

Ben Nevis/Glen Coe/Black Mount; the Cheviots; a Coastal and Marine NP centred around Mull; Galloway; Glen Affric; Harris; and Wester Ross

In July we held a strategy workshop to consider various
policy issues ahead of the next stage of the consultation;
we are grateful for the members of the SCNP and APRS
Executive Committees who attended and contributed
their views. This fitted in well with the start of a series
of Stakeholder Advisory Group meetings organised by
NatureScot as part of its commission from the SG to
produce advice on what National Parks are expected to
deliver for Scotland, and how future areas could be selected
for designation. Papers and notes from the meetings are
available on the NatureScot website. The SCNP/APRS
joint strategy project has a place on this cross-sectoral
group, which incorporates a wide and growing range of
interests. We have so far attended three constructive
meetings and provided NatureScot with additional written
comments on some of the papers. In October NatureScot
launched a public consultation to inform its advice to
SG which is open until the end of November 2022.
Consultation details are on the NatureScot website. We
will be responding in due course.
Depending on the outcome of the consultation
process, differing degrees of legislative change may be
recommended by NatureScot. Aspects being considered
that might require such changes include altering the
role and aims of future National Parks and the powers
and duties given to National Park Authorities and other
public bodies. The impetus for potentially updating
the legislation is to consolidate and accelerate the role
of National Parks in addressing climate change and
biodiversity recovery. We are supportive of that role but
would like to see the existing purposes retained as well.
The SG has indicated that if change to primary National
Parks legislation is required this could be made without
delaying the timeframe for creating new National Parks
by May 2026 via the forthcoming Natural Environment Bill
(draft expected in 2023). Other changes could be made
under existing legislation via new Designation Orders.
We recently met members of the new National Parks
Policy Team which has been set up within the Natural
Resources Division at SG. Their work will include finalising
the Evaluation Framework for new National Parks and
confirming how the bidding or nomination process will
work. It is expected that this and any proposals for
legislative changes will be subject to further public
consultation in the first half of 2023. Nominations for
areas to be considered for National Park status are
expected to be invited in the second half of 2023. The
evaluation of nominations is likely to be completed and
reported to Ministers by early 2024.
As APRS Chairman John Thomson wrote recently “the
current process is a welcome opportunity to argue the
case both for a more ambitious expansion of the National
Park family and for giving National Parks an enhanced
role in the framing and delivery of future public policy
and programmes”.
Nikki Sinclair, Project Manager
Scottish National Parks Strategy Project

National Planning
Framework 4 – nearly
there at last?
Scotland’s current National Planning Framework 3
has been in force since 2014. it is now a full three
years since the Scottish Government (SG) started
the lengthy process of drafting and consulting on
its replacement, which will be National Planning
Framework 4 (NPF4). However, it looks as if we
are at long last approaching the final stages of this.
Planning Minister Tom Arthur MSP has stated that the
final draft will be laid before the Scottish Parliament
for approval “in the autumn”, and as I write it appears
that this commitment will narrowly be met, as we are
hearing rumours that this will take place at the end
of November. We understand that the Parliament’s
Local Government, Housing and Planning Committee
intends to undertake about six weeks of scrutiny once
the final draft has been laid before Parliament, so it
will be well into 2023 before it is finally approved.
Just as a reminder, NPF4 is
highly significant to many of our
priorities here at APRS, as it
addresses a wide range of issues
relevant to Scotland’s rural
landscapes including responding
to climate change, restoring
nature, energy generation,
housing development and
transport provision. For the
first time Scottish Planning
Policy (SPP) will be incorporated
into NPF4, and it will also form part of the statutory
development plan for the first time. When it finally
appears, we at APRS will judge the final draft NPF4
as to whether it:
• Retains the overarching principles on climate
and biodiversity from the draft and includes
policies to support them
• Removes the current loophole in the 2014 SPP
which has allowed housebuilding on sites not
allocated for that purpose, including in Green Belts
• Retains the improved wording on Green
Belts, which highlights their important roles in
promoting outdoor access, green networks and
sustainable transport
• Retains the policies from the draft that prioritise
redevelopment of brownfield sites ahead of
greenfield ones
• Refers to the SG’s commitment to designate
at least one new National Park by 2026,
amazingly omitted from the previous draft
• Explains how it will work with the national Land
Use Strategy which influences developments
not controlled by the town and country planning
system, particularly farming and forestry
If you have any questions about the final process
for approving NPF4, please contact our Green Belts
Alliance Manager Nikki Sinclair on nikki@aprs.scot.
John Mayhew, Director

Welcome to Sarah Doherty
Hello! My name is Sarah and I’m
the new Campaign Manager for
the ‘Have You Got The Bottle?’
campaign. At the time of writing
this I have been working at
APRS for about two months. I
have an undergraduate degree
in Environmental Science and
am currently doing a parttime MSc in Environmental
Politics alongside this role.
I am originally from Ireland, where I have worked on
grassroots campaigns for several years. When not working
or studying I enjoy hiking, reading, and wild swimming!
I’ve really enjoyed working on the campaign so far since starting the role I have met with other members
of the campaign network, prepared media pieces
supporting Scotland’s deposit
return system (DRS), worked
on the campaign’s social media,
and developed some plans for
the months ahead. With the
launch of the scheme being
around nine months away, I
am really excited to do more to
ensure that Scotland’s upcoming
DRS happens on time and is
successful and inclusive. If you
have any questions around DRS
or the campaign, feel free to get
in touch - my email is sarah@
haveyougotthebottle.org.uk.

WE ALMOST HAVE THE
BOTTLE?
From next August, when you buy a drinks container made
from aluminium, glass, or PET plastic, you will pay a 20p
deposit on the container. When you return the container
to a store or other collection point, you will be given
back your deposit. Think of it as buying the contents
of a container but borrowing the container itself. This
is a vital step for Scotland to reduce littering, increase
recycling, meet our emissions reduction targets, and
move towards a circular economy.
There are several positive signs that the upcoming
deposit return scheme will begin on time as planned.
In her Programme for Government statement at the
beginning of September, the First Minister renewed the
Government’s commitment to introducing Scotland’s
deposit return scheme on 16th August next year. In
addition, drinks producers will be able to sign up to be
part of the scheme from November 2022. Lorna Slater,
the Minister for Circular Economy, also confirmed that
collection targets for drinks containers remain the same
as before the scheme was delayed late in 2021 - the
goal is that 90% of all drinks containers sold will be
collected, so they can be recycled and turned back into
containers. However, as the scheme has been delayed in
the past, we plan on continuing this campaign to ensure
that Scotland’s deposit return scheme begins on time
and is as successful as possible.

One of the particularly interesting media pieces we have
worked on was surrounding the lack of access to kerbside
glass recycling across much of Scotland. Through
analysing data from local authorities, we found that
46.9% of Scottish households do not have their glass
recycling collected, a figure which shows no improvement
from previous years. In addition, seven council areas,
Aberdeenshire, Dundee City, Fife, Highland, Perth and
Kinross, Scottish Borders and West Lothian, offer no
kerbside glass recycling. This was directly seen by our
campaign partners, the Marine Conservation Society,
during their annual Great British Beach Clean. During
their beach cleans they found many glass bottles, both
whole and broken, which pose a threat to wildlife. This
highlights the importance of including glass in deposit
return, as recycling your drinks containers will be
incentivised, resulting in higher recycling rates for glass.
We were also delighted to get support from the Scottish
Fire and Rescue Service on this, as they have seen a link
between littered glass and wildfires and support more
sensible glass disposal.
As we head into the final few
months before the launch of the
scheme, we would like to increase
public awareness of DRS and its
benefits as much as possible.
Have You Got the Bottle? now has
an Instagram page, alongside
Twitter and Facebook, where we
will continue to share information
and campaign updates. You can
find this at www.instagram.
com/yougotthebottle.In
addition, if you have or know
of any opportunities for us to
engage with the public about
deposit return such as stalls at
events or venues, or if you would like an educational visit
by Jo McFarlane, our Education Manager, to your local
school, nursery, Scout, Guide or local community group,
please do get in touch with Jo at education@aprs.scot.
We also have some media pieces in the works, so keep an
eye out for everything DRS related!

Farewell from John Mayhew
By the time you read this my successor as APRS
Director, Kat Jones, will have started work and the
two of us will be well into the handover process, so
it’s time for a few final words from me. Do read
Kat’s article on page 3 to learn something of her
background and some of her initial ideas for the
future of APRS. We are entering an exciting period
for APRS – early next year stronger protection for
Green Belts should come into force (see my NPF4
article on page 5), in August Scotland’s Deposit
Return Scheme will launch, and by 2026 Scotland’s
next National Park will be designated, a highly
auspicious event for our centenary year! None of
these would have happened if it wasn’t for APRS. I’ve
found these big achievements very fulfilling, but I’ve

Farm for
Scotland’s Future
BY MIRIAM ROSS

Farming is vital to Scotland’s future. We rely on farmers to
produce food, but the significance of farming extends far
beyond what’s on our plates. Between them, farmers and
crofters manage three quarters of Scotland’s entire land
area. The way that land is used has huge implications for
Scotland’s people, our wildlife, and the global climate.
Today’s dominant farming methods make agriculture one
of Scotland’s top three sources of climate emissions, and
a major cause of wildlife loss. But it doesn’t have to be this
way. If we can transform the way public money is used
to fund farming in Scotland, we can help all of Scotland’s
farmers and crofters produce food in ways that help to
restore nature, tackle climate change, and revitalise our
rural areas. Our chance to do that is now. The Scottish
government is formulating a new system of farm funding,
due to be in place by 2026. This autumn it ran a public
consultation on proposals for an agriculture bill that will
form the basis of that system for years to come.
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Scottish government spends more than half a billion
pounds on farming every year, but very little of that
money is used to support farming practices that help
wildlife or tackle climate change. In fact, most of it is
given to farmers based on the amount of land they own,
not what they do with it. This means that the biggest
landowners receive the most funding, while small farms
and crofts lose out.
Instead, public spending on farming should be used to
help farmers and crofters manage their land in ways
that benefit everyone. A growing number are already
adopting climate and nature-friendly methods, often
without any government support. Our money should be
used to support these farmers, as well as those making
the transition to practices that work for the welfare of
our planet and its inhabitants.

Members of Scottish Environment LINK, including the
Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland, have
joined forces with farmers’ groups to launch the Farm
for Scotland’s Future campaign, calling on the Scottish
government to replace the decades-old farm funding
system with one that works for nature, climate and
people. We want at least three quarters of public
spending on farming to support methods that benefit
our natural environment. And we want the government
to invest in supporting all farmers and crofters in the
transition to sustainable farming.

We need to help more farmers and crofters reduce the
use of chemicals and pesticides, restore wildlife habitats,
create woodlands, hedgerows, and wildflower meadows
– and much more. By combating climate change and
allowing nature to thrive, we can support the ecosystems
on which food production depends. Changing the way
farming and crofting businesses work cannot happen
overnight, and the Scottish government must make
funding available to help them adapt. Advice and training
on sustainable farming methods will also be essential. If
Scotland can create a farm funding system that works for
all farmers and crofters, for people and for the planet, we
will have made a major investment in our future.

How we fund farming matters because it has enormous
potential to influence the way our land is farmed. The

Join the call for change. Sign the petition at
www.farmforscotlandsfuture.scot/action.

also appreciated the many individual interactions with
APRS members and other local people in all parts of
rural Scotland who have approached us for assistance.
Only working three days a week I’ve constantly had to
balance effort put into improving national policy with
trying to help members and others who often have
urgent issues to address on the ground.

which my wife and I run, and like millions of others our
family house in suburban Edinburgh urgently needs more
insulation and a renewable heating system, so that will
keep me busy too! And just as importantly I have 128
Munros still to climb while I’m still fit enough to do so. If
any APRS member within reach of Edinburgh would like
the opportunity to say farewell to me, then you are
most welcome to attend our advisory Council
Meeting on Thursday 8 December. This will
take place at 2.00 pm at Riddle’s Court,
Lawnmarket, Edinburgh – just across
the road from our former office at
Gladstone’s Land.

I’ll miss the interesting work and the
stimulating company of staff and volunteers
in the APRS office at Dolphin House, but
I have to admit that I’m looking forward
to retirement too! I’m just starting my
final year as the honorary President
of the Scottish Countryside Rangers
Association, so I’m hoping I can give
them a bit more of my time from now
on. I should also be able to put more time
into a couple of small business ventures

So it’s cheerio from me, and thanks for
all of your support and interest in our
work over the years.
John Mayhew, Ex-Director

APRS Green Belts Alliance Update
Hallowe’en has arrived and sadly we are still waiting to
see the revised version of National Planning Framework
4 (NPF4), including the much hoped-for changes to
Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) to give better protection
for Green Belt areas. In the meantime we continue to
receive enquiries from concerned communities about
proposed developments on designated Green Belts,
including several follow-up contacts about planning
appeals brought by developers after planning permission
for housing developments has been refused or in cases
of non-determination, meaning
where local planning authorities
have not made a decision on a
case in the prescribed time.
In the last six months alone
APRS has received Green Beltrelated enquiries from West
Lothian (which has designated
Countryside Belt rather than
Green Belt), Glasgow, Stirling,
Dumbartonshire, Aberdeen and
Aberdeenshire,
Renfrewshire
and
Edinburgh.
We
have
been particularly grateful for
the generous help of more
experienced groups in advising
people grappling with aspects of
the planning system for the first
time and passing on their hardwon local knowledge.
When
approached
about
planning appeals for housing
developments we have tried
to give some assistance on
countering housing land supply
arguments, which developers
often deploy to try to weight the tilted balance of the
planning decision in their favour. We have supported
(and been supported by) our colleagues at Planning
Democracy in this. We very much hope that, as the
Scottish Government has promised, the new planning
policy in NPF4 will move away from such a focus on
arguments about housing land targets in decisionmaking.

In the meantime, we are concerned that the idea that only
housing land programmed for completion of new homes
within the relevant five-year period should be considered
effective if being promoted, whereas SPP 2014 implies
a wider definition of effective land. Some recent appeal
reports and Local Development Plan Examination Reports
seem to adopt the narrower view of only programmed
land (according to the local authority’s Housing Land
Audit) being considered effective land. As minimising the
apparent effective land supply available helps to make a
shortfall in housing land supply
more likely or more significant,
under current policy this can
favour approval of speculative
housing developments, even
on Green Belt.
On a lighter note, we very
much enjoyed the opportunity
to talk Green Belts with APRS
members and others at the
the Royal Highland Show in
June, handing out copies of
our new Green Belts Alliance
leaflet to spread the word about
our work. We continue to email
occasional updates, including
more detailed information on the
Green Belts Alliance’s work and
relevant news and consultations
to interested Alliance members.
The circulation list continues to
grow, so please do ask nikki@
aprs.scot if you would like
to be added to it. We are also
delighted that a recent successful
bid for funding from Awards for
All (part of The National Lottery
Community Fund) means that APRS Green Belts Alliance
work can continue for another year.
Nikki Sinclair, APRS Green Belts Alliance Manager
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