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Community Engagement and Education
Community Councils
We are lucky to have the support of many
Community Councils across Scotland who help
us to continue our work and in turn we are there
to provide support and advice. We have recently
seen an increase of 20% in our Community Council
members, and are keen to invite more to work
with us, to help us to make positive change for
communities and Scotland’s countryside. Are you
part of or do you know a Community Council that
might consider supporting our work as a member?
If so, please contact Nina at info@aprs.scot.

A right to a healthy environment have YOUR Say
APRS is very proud to support the Environmental
Rights Centre for Scotland’s (ERCS) petition for the
right for everyone in Scotland to live in a healthy
environment. Please consider signing it below.

Events
We are looking forward to meeting more
communities at events throughout 2022. If you
are interested in volunteering with us on event
stalls in the future, please contact Joanna on
education@aprs.scot. Our first event will be at
the Vegan Festival in Edinburgh on Sunday 8th
May, do come along and say hello!

Rotary Groups
We are looking forward to meeting more Rotary
Groups across the 1010, 1020 and 1230 districts
in Scotland over the coming year, to share
our presentation about our work, the deposit
return campaign and our Countryside Protectors
education programme. This links well to two of
their six causes - Protecting the Environment
and Education. We already have Rotary Groups
that have booked us for evening presentations
or whose Environment Officers are delivering our
presentation themselves (which is available with
notes for presenters). If you are a Rotary Group
and would like to find out more, please contact
Joanna on education@aprs.scot.

We also hope to deliver more planning related
webinars if current funding applications allow,
after our hugely successful first public webinar Climate, Planning and Communities - in January
2022. We had a fantastic turnout and hugely
positive survey feedback from attendees, with
80% saying they would use what they had learnt
for their community in voluntary roles and 100%
wanting more such events, providing us with
some great suggestions. The webinar revealed
a real sense of frustration across communities
engaging with the planning system and Green
Belt protection. You can see the three speakers’
presentations on our Events page at:
aprs.scot/press-releases/events/.

This year the Scottish Government will consult
on a new Human Rights (Scotland) Bill which will
include the human right to a healthy environment.
We need to make sure that the right is incorporated
in a way that makes a difference to people’s lives
and our natural environment in Scotland. The
petition calls on the Scottish Government to:
1. Ensure our right to a healthy environment is
enforceable in a court of law against public bodies
and polluters, with effective remedies.
2. Ensure our right to a healthy environment
guarantees the highest standards for clean air, a
safe climate, access to safe water and adequate
sanitation, healthy and sustainably produced
food, non-toxic environments in which to live,
work, study and play, and healthy biodiversity and
ecosystems.
3. Reform legal expenses so that it is affordable for
all of us to uphold environmental laws in a court or
tribunal.
4. Create a specialist environmental court which
is affordable and accessible for everyone, fair,
timely and effective.
Jo McFarlane
Education Manager

Education update

Promoting STEM in Fife
We are very excited to be part of the new Fife
STEM1 Connectability Festival across three weeks
in June. We have set children and parents a
STEM Challenge around deposit return and will be
sharing our thoughts on why STEM is so important
for children to learn about in light of the Circular
Economy and Scotland’s Just Transition. We will
also be engaging with schools during this time face
to face or online. Huge thanks to the Fife Pedagogy
Team at Fife Council Education for inviting us along
to this and organising such a fantastic event for
school and family communities to access.
1. Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths

As Covid restrictions have prevented school
visits, we have promoted our Countryside
Protectors educational resources about deposit
return, Green Belts and National Parks to
schools by phone and have had a fantastic
response, with hundreds of booklets sent to
schools across Scotland. There is keen interest
in the topic of deposit return which delivers for
the Curriculum for Excellence and Sustainable
Development Goals, as well as other very
relevant countryside issues not already covered
in the curriculum. We will continue our school
engagement programme across 2022-23 in
person, online and through partnerships. If you
are or know a teacher who would be interested
in our educational resources or would like to
partner with us, please contact Joanna at:
education@aprs.scot or please visit our website
to see all our resources at:
aprs.scot/learning.

Scottish National Parks
Strategy Project
In January we issued a public statement New National
Parks for Scotland – Next Steps setting out our
proposals for the next steps the Scottish Government
should take following its August 2021 commitment
to designate more National Parks in Scotland. This
resulted in both a feature article and an editorial in
The Scotsman, an item on the BBC website, and a
Radio Scotland interview with APRS Director John
Mayhew on Good Morning Scotland.
Since then we have met Scottish Government
officials from the Biodiversity Team who are leading
the work on the new National Park process and an
official from NatureScot, the Scottish Government’s
agency for landscape, nature and outdoor recreation.
NatureScot is expected to be commissioned by the
Scottish Government to deliver a framework for the
selection and designation of new National Parks. We
are hoping that a Ministerial statement setting out
more details of the process and timescale will be
made in Spring 2022.
In mid-March, Nikki Sinclair took over from John Mayhew
as Manager of the Scottish National Parks Strategy
Project, which is a joint project between the Scottish
Campaign for National Parks and The Association for
the Protection of Rural Scotland. Nikki has extensive
experience of a range of environmental policy
development and advocacy, including several years as
a Policy Officer at the National Trust for Scotland, and
currently also manages the APRS Green Belts Alliance.
The Project achieved its principal goal last year when the
Scottish Government committed to designate at least
one new National Park by 2026. The focus of the project
has now turned to ensuring that this commitment is
delivered on time in the context of an overall national
strategy, whilst continuing to support local groups
calling for a National Park in their area. Although John is
stepping back from the detailed running of the project,
he will retain overall responsibility to the SCNP and APRS
Executive Committees for the delivery of the project, in
his principal role as Director of APRS.

Welcome to our new members!

Please consider signing the petition:
www.ercs.scot/anenforceable-human-right-toa-healthy-environment

A very warm welcome to all our
new members who have joined
APRS in the last few months,
many via our new online donation
pages. We greatly appreciate every
single donation, membership and
supportive action taken for the work
we do, so a huge thank you from
the whole APRS team.

More lively landscapes

Lively landscapes and the boundary-crossing mission of APRS
As the (fairly) new President of APRS – a position
I was delighted to accept recently – I have been
asked to contribute a short article to the current
Newsletter.
The stated objectives of APRS are, in my view,
entirely laudable and well judged: to protect and
enhance Scotland’s rural landscapes; to raise
awareness of their importance; to promote effective
planning and landscape protection systems; to
encourage genuinely sustainable development; and
to promote the activity of caring land managers.
They are also, however – by their very nature – open
to interpretation from a range of points of view, and
thereby hangs a set of significant problems. When
do we need to protect, and when enhance? What
does ‘genuinely sustainable’ really mean? What is
the definition of a caring land-manager?
Some of these problems of interpretation are
highlighted in the APRS website statement entitled:
‘Why We Exist’, which reminds us that Scotland’s
legacy of some of the world’s finest landscapes is
severely under threat. This statement too, of course,
is open to different interpretations, which are
becoming more divisive in the context of the world’s
current, interlinked and accelerating environmental
and social crises. The issues highlighted in ‘Why
We Exist’ range from changing agricultural practice
(which changes are ‘good’ and which ‘bad’?);
to the placing of housing developments and the
inappropriate expansion of historic communities
(the relative merits of existing ‘greenfield’, Green
Belt, ‘brownfield’, and within-settlement sites);
to the near-crises in the timber industry and in
national energy policy (fossil fuels vs renewables
vs nuclear options). In all these sectors, opinions
differ radically on the best courses of action, for a
multiplicity of reasons.

Why ‘lively’ landscapes?
In his book Our Place1, Mark Cocker has provided a
useful history of the development of administrative
vehicles
for
landscape
and
environmental
conservation in the UK. Although the book does
not, unfortunately, include many examples from
Scotland, his general argument, revolving around
the persistence of what has been called ‘the Great
Divide’ (i.e. the schism between the mechanisms
for protecting the visual and amenity aspects of
landscapes, and the conservation and enhancement
of Nature per se), is highly relevant to some of the
environmental debates in our current time of climate
change and biodiversity ‘loss’ (i.e. destruction).
My own experience and knowledge-base spans
this ‘Great Divide’, as does the stated mission of
APRS, which is why I find the organisation’s position
particularly sympathetic. But I have encountered
a number of people who are keen advocates of
landscape protection and wish to preserve entirely
the status quo – particularly in so-called ‘wildland’ landscapes – and who tend to undervalue the
importance of the ecology and biodiversity of the
environments concerned, hence this article.
The bare hillsides of much of upland Scotland, for
example, are often the unnatural result of centuries,
if not millennia, of over-grazing and over-browsing
of the natural vegetation by excessive numbers
of (domestic) sheep, goats and, later, (semi-wild)
deer, especially in the north-west of the country,
exacerbated also today, especially in the east and
south of the country, by the profit-led over-burning
of moorland by (so-far unlicensed) grouse-shooting
1. Cocker, Mark, Our Place: Can we save Britain’s wildlife
before it is too late?, Vintage, 2019

interests. Many of our rural landscapes are therefore
in need of enhancement by changed management
strategies, rather than protection of the status quo.
This situation is now being increasingly recognised,
and rewilding projects are springing up throughout
Scotland. But the ‘Great Divide’ is often still in
evidence, when rewilding projects are criticised
by some who find the more lively and biodiverse
resulting landscapes ‘untidy’ and less satisfying
aesthetically than either treeless hillsides or places
that resemble urban parkland or the elegantly
designed surroundings of large historical houses –
however important both of these landscapes may be
in their place.
Sectoral criticism is also sometimes in evidence
from, for example, some geographers, planners,
geomorphologists or archaeologists who wish to
completely preserve the visibility of their respective
inorganic subject-interests at the cost of a changing,
living landscape, even when the potential risk to
those interests is vanishingly small. In my opinion,
the priority today should be to make our semi-wild
landscapes, and our urban parks and gardens too,
more lively – more ecologically robust and biologically
productive – and therefore more resilient in the face
of climate change and increasing human impact.
Many examples of good practice in this regard are now
becoming mature enough for their transformations to
be visually appreciated, if we are willing to open our
eyes and minds to the changes involved, rather than
harking back to their earlier ecologically degraded
incarnations. As well as being generally better for
wildlife, such vegetationally ‘structured’ landscapes
are also more capable of absorbing increased human
presence and necessary anthropogenic infrastructure
as a part of the new landscapes needed to combat
climate change.

An example of this kind of transformation, achieved
by changed management priorities, is seen below
in Glen Feshie in the Cairngorms: a transformation
from over-browsed, grassy ‘parkland’ with dying
Caledonian pinewoods, where seedlings that might
have continued the woodland were unable to
survive over-browsing by semi-wild deer, to a lively
landscape with more complex structure, favouring
biodiversity and with increased potential for carbon
capture. We need more landscapes like this, which
are able to support the livelihoods of more people,
as well as a greater diversity of wildlife.
Patricia Macdonald

A landscape becoming more lively:
The hillside in Glen Feshie seen in the
foreground in 1992 (left) has no visible natural
regeneration of pine, birch or other trees due
to excessive browsing pressure by semi-wild
deer. This ecologically degraded situation
continued for the following 20 years, until
management practices were changed to favour
the natural regeneration of the important
ancient woodland.
The same view, seen in 2016 (centre) and
2021 (right), shows natural regeneration of
pine and birch increasingly well established,
and enhancement of heather and other ground
flora, after reduction in deer numbers.
Images: Patricia & Angus Macdonald

APRS Responds to
National Planning
Framework 4

Green Belts Alliance Update
The bulk of the work of the APRS Green Belts Alliance
for the last year has focused on the draft National
Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) and advocating for
stronger protection for Green Belts and related
changes to the planning system. Recent advocacy
included staff joining NPF4 meetings with the
Scottish Government’s Planning Minister, Tom Arthur
MSP with the opportunity to highlight the positive
wording in the draft framework about Green Belts as
well as some concerns about other policies. As part
of our input into Scottish Environment LINK’s joint
advocacy work we contributed an article on Green
Belts to their LINK Thinks series which can be read
at:
www.scotlink.org/news/blog/

on the basis of housing land supply more likely.
These 14 LDPs are: Aberdeen City; Aberdeenshire
(Apr 2017); Argyll & Bute; Clackmannanshire; East
Dunbartonshire (Feb 2017); East Renfrewshire;
Edinburgh; Fife (Sep 2017); Glasgow (Mar 2017);
Inverclyde (2019 but housing chapter quashed);
Midlothian (Nov 2017); North Lanarkshire; South
Ayrshire; West Dunbartonshire. Of these, seven
replacement LDPs are at Examination Stage,
three of which may be adopted soon. Edinburgh
and Inverclyde are at Proposed Plan stage. West
Dunbartonshire Council decided not to adopt its
LDP after the Examiner added a controversial Green
Belt housing allocation, but regrettably lost an
appeal to the Court of Session over this in October.

APRS has also, unusually, commented on three Green
Belt planning applications since last autumn. In North
Lanarkshire, the Woodhall, Faskine & Palacecraig
Conservation Group, who have longstanding links
with APRS, faced another planning application
in the EuroPark saga. This was despite the site
being ruled out for development in the recent local
development plan (LDP) examination report and a
similar proposal being unsuccessfully submitted to
Scottish Government as a ‘national development’
for the draft NPF4. We also responded to new
housing development applications at Ferniehill in the
Edinburgh Green Belt and at Blairforkie in Bridge of
Allan in the Stirling Green Belt. In both cases it has
been suggested that if the local authority refuses the
application the developer intends to appeal citing
housing land supply arguments. The developers are
presumably looking to exploit the ‘tilted balance’
interpretation of the part of Scottish Planning Policy
that Scottish Government attempted to amend in
2020. APRS has been calling for this policy change
for a while and continues to be concerned about
the potential number of cases that could take this
route before NPF4 and new policies are brought in
(hopefully) later in 2022.

In December we commented on the Edinburgh
Proposed Plan, helped by a great deal of work
by APRS Executive Committee Member, Duncan
Campbell. The proposed plan mirrored many of
the policies in the draft NPF4. Most other local
authorities are waiting until new LDP regulations
and guidance are in place before reviewing their
LDPs. The Scottish Government consulted on the
draft new guidance and draft NPF4 simultaneously.
However, there are concerns that the new LDP
guidance may have to be redrafted, perhaps
requiring a further consultation period, given that
Scottish Government is saying that changes will be
made to the NPF before it is finalised and the two
are so interlinked. All LDPs have to be reviewed
within five years of NPF4 being adopted, so we are
likely to see many ‘Calls for Ideas’ and ‘Evidence
Reports’ (replacing the current Calls for Sites and
Main Issues Reports) in 2023/24.

Fourteen of the 22 LDPs with designated Green Belts
could be more than five years old by the end of
2022, making speculative applications and appeals

We continue to email occasional updates, including
more detailed information on the Green Belts
Alliance’s work and relevant news and consultations
to interested Alliance members. The circulation list
continues to grow so please ask if you would like to
be added to it. APRS have recently applied for new
funding to enable us to continue our Green Belts
work as current funding for the project will run out
before the end of the year.

The National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) currently
being drafted by the Scottish Government (SG) could
hardly be more important for the future of rural Scotland
and its cherished landscapes. As the Planning Minister
says in his Foreword to the draft NPF4 it sets out how
the SG’s approach to planning and development will
help to achieve a net zero, sustainable Scotland by
2045. Added to that it will be even more important than
its 2014 predecessor NPF3, as it will also incorporate
Scottish Planning Policy into a single document and will
form part of the statutory development plan. APRS
therefore responded to the recent consultations over the
draft NPF4 held concurrently by the Scottish Parliament
and the Scottish Government. The key points we made
in our responses were:
The wording on Green Belts is significantly improved,
rightly arguing that they are not just a planning tool which
protects landscape settings of towns and prevents urban
sprawl, but can also promote sustainable development
by providing outdoor access to green networks, directing
growth to more sustainable locations and inhibiting carbased commuting. We urged the SG to hold firm to this
new wording in the face of other interests who will no
doubt seek to weaken it.

subject to the LUS, particularly agricultural and forestry
developments. There should therefore be the strongest
possible links between NPF4 and LUS, as each will
contribute significantly to Scotland’s response to the
climate emergency and nature crisis.

We called for the SG’s commitment to designate new
National Parks to be highlighted in NPF4, as they will
support its ambitions to address the climate emergency
and nature crisis at a landscape scale. It is very
surprising that the SG has somehow managed to ignore
such a supportive flagship policy when preparing its
overall strategic plan.

We support the removal of the Scottish Planning
Policy loophole which has resulted in housebuilding in
unsustainable locations on designated Green Belt and
other non-allocated greenfield sites. We urged the SG
to resist the insertion of any similar mechanism, as this
would undermine NPF4’s ambitions to tackle the climate
emergency and nature crisis.

It is extraordinary that the draft NPF4 does not once
mention the national Land Use Strategy (LUS). This is
because the character of Scotland’s rural landscapes is
only partly influenced by built developments controlled
by the statutory town and country planning system and
therefore subject to NPF4. Significant changes can also
result from land uses not controlled by that system but

There is much more detail in our full responses to the
two consultations, so if you are interested in this topic
then do please read them on our website at News\What
We Said.

2022 Virtual Annual
General Meeting (AGM) Thursday 26 May
Due to ongoing uncertainties around coronavirus
restrictions, this year’s AGM will once again
take place online. However we are delighted to
announce that APRS President, Patricia McDonald,
will be giving an illustrated presentation on rural
landscape issues in Scotland which will expand
on her article in this newsletter. Patricia is an
environmental/cultural-landscape researcher, writer

John Mayhew
Director

and academic (Honorary Fellow, University
of Edinburgh) and an award-winning artistphotographer whose powerful, boundarycrossing environmental aerial imagery is
commissioned, exhibited and published,
and held in public and private collections,
internationally in both fine-art and editorial
contexts. We would urge members to
join our AGM to hear Patricia’s thoughtprovoking views as well as APRS plans for
the future. The AGM will take place by Zoom
video call at 10.30. If you wish to take part
please book a place in advance, either by
emailing info@aprs.scot or by phoning
Nina on 07584 492313.

New Planning System
Advice Note
APRS is excited to inform members about our new Advice
Note on the Planning System, aimed at individuals
and communities wanting to understand and engage
in the planning system, probably for the first time. It
provides an overview of the purpose of planning and
covers strategic issues such as the National Planning
Framework for Scotland and development planning
through to more local issues such as Local Development
Plans and Local Place Plans. For an electronic copy
please go to our website: www.aprs.scot and click on
Resources then on APRS Publications or contact Nina at
the office if you wish a hard copy in the post.

Final Thoughts from
the Second Floor

I recently informed the APRS Executive Committee
that I plan to retire at the end of 2022, so I thought
that now would be a good time to let all of our
members know this news as well. By then I will have
been your Director for over 14 years, and it’s been a
really fascinating and fulfilling privilege to lead the
charity over that time. I’ve worked with some brilliant
volunteers, trustees and staff, and I’m proud of what
we’ve achieved for Scotland’s rural landscapes during
those years. Throughout my stint at APRS I’ve greatly
enjoyed the friendship and involvement of our loyal
members – the interest in our work and support that
so many of you have given me is really appreciated.

I’m particularly pleased that during the last five years
we won all three of our main campaigns: a deposit
return system (DRS) for drinks containers, which will
drastically reduce litter; more National Parks; and
stronger protection for Green Belts. But, of course,
there remains a great deal to do on all of those fronts.
The start of DRS has been delayed twice so far, the
process towards designating more National Parks
has only just started, and the positive Green Belts
wording in the draft National Planning Framework 4
will only remain if the Scottish Government holds its
nerve against vested financial interests who seek to
weaken it. If you take part in our online AGM you
will learn that our finances are in reasonable shape
too, even despite the ravages of covid. Our DRS and
National Parks projects are funded for the next few
years, our unrestricted funds are fairly healthy for a
small charity, and we are actively fundraising to keep
our Green Belts Alliance going.
So APRS is looking for a new Director, and by the time
you read this the job should have been advertised.
If you know anyone whom you think would be good
at the job then do please let them know. APRS is a
great charity whose constitution gives it a very broad
remit for all aspects of Scotland’s rural landscapes. It
therefore has enormous potential to continue showing
leadership in crucial policy areas such as the climate
emergency, the nature crisis and the circular economy.
The new Director will need to keep up the work on
our existing projects, but also has the chance to take
APRS in new and exciting directions. I hope to have
the opportunity to say farewell to many of you at the
AGM or during the remainder of the year.
John Mayhew
Director
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