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National Parks Campaign Victory
The Climate Emergency Where Does APRS Fit In?
The eyes of the world are on Scotland this Autumn,
as politicians and government officials from across the
globe arrive in Glasgow for the crucial COP26 climate
talks. There is no doubt that climate change is the single
most serious issue for world leaders to tackle this year,
if we are to prevent its worst effects. In recent months
we have all seen the reports of extreme heat, wildfires,
storms and flooding across the world. Not all these
incidents can be solely or directly blamed on climate
change, but scientists are certain that it is making their
frequency, severity and impacts much worse, and that
this trend is set to continue unless drastic changes are
instigated now. The world needs to agree to act fast
to drastically cut carbon and other greenhouse gas
emissions and to support those people most at risk.
But where does APRS fit in to all of this? Well to put it
simply, our work has always been aimed at promoting
greater sustainability in one way or another. However,
our focus has recently broadened to consider the
ways in which our concerns within Scotland fit with
the global need to tackle the climate emergency and
the nature crisis.
The principal focus of our education and community
engagement work at present is Scotland’s Deposit
Return Scheme (DRS), for which we led the campaign
since 2015 and which starts in July 2022. This is a
major national initiative to reduce carbon emissions and
support a transition to a circular economy. Our interest
in DRS initially stemmed from the benefits it would bring
in terms of litter reduction. However, we rapidly realised
that it also brings climate-related benefits. Making
packaging from recycled materials rather than new can
cut carbon emissions by up to 60% and reduce demand
for oil. DRS will greatly increase the consistent supply
of high-quality glass, metal and plastic for Scotland’s
recycling sector.
Scotland’s National Parks can lead the way in tackling
the climate emergency and nature crisis, promoting
mental and physical health and well-being, boosting
employment in rural communities and celebrating
our world-class landscapes. Scotland’s two existing
National Parks already play leading roles in climate
mitigation, for example through peatland restoration
and native woodland regeneration.
The Scottish
Government’s recent commitment to designate at least
one new National Park, as a direct result of an 11-year
APRS campaign, will augment the resources available
for these crucial tasks.
APRS also campaigns for better protection for Scotland’s
Green Belts, which provide many important benefits
to quality of life and well-being in addition to their
original planning purposes, including helping to direct

development to the most appropriate sites.
They
contribute to tackling the climate emergency through
storing carbon in soils and woods.
They contain
significant areas of prime agricultural land, important
for home-grown food production, and semi-natural
woodland, valuable for carbon storage.
They can
provide havens for wildlife, so can help to tackle the
nature crisis especially as part of wider nature networks.
Green Belts have great potential to do even more to
tackle the climate emergency and the nature crisis and
to promote home-grown food, outdoor education and
recreational opportunities for local communities.
Our Countryside Protectors education project aims
to inform and inspire children, young people and
communities about all these issues and more, through
engaging and entertaining activities and workshops
both in person and online. By doing this we aim to
encourage the next generation to share our vision of
a carbon neutral Scotland rich in wildlife, by raising
awareness of our work and encouraging them to
support our campaigns.
APRS exists to protect Scotland’s rural landscapes,
so where do they fit in? They are central to many of
the likely changes which will result both from climate
change itself and from the actions we need to take to
tackle it. We need to protect the stores of carbon held
in our soils, woodlands and seas, and to enhance their
ability to remove and store carbon. This involves for
example restoring our globally significant peatlands,
planting more woodlands of native species and not
building on our precious Green Belt soils when nearby
brownfield sites are available. We need to reduce the
need to travel, encourage more use of public transport
and decarbonise our transport systems in rural as well
as urban areas. In towns and cities this can include
encouraging walking and cycling, but in rural areas it
is more likely to mean better and lower-carbon bus
and train services. We need to support people in
local communities across Scotland to use less energy
to heat their homes, which means installing better
insulation and draughtproofing, particularly in the
older properties found in rural areas. And we need to
generate more renewable electricity, but in a properly
planned way, so that we do not unnecessarily sacrifice
beautiful scenery or valuable habitats for the sake of
more and more generating capacity.

On 20 August APRS staff and Trustees celebrated
with our partners at the Scottish Campaign for
National Parks (SCNP), as we welcomed the Scottish
Government’s commitment to “designate at least
one new National Park by the end of this session”,
meaning by 2026. This is something we have wanted
to see ever since Scotland’s first National Parks were
designated in 2002-03, and for which we have actively
campaigned for 11 years. This is the second major
campaign win for APRS in four years, following on from
the Scottish Government’s 2017 commitment to a
deposit return system for drinks containers. We’d like
to thank everyone who helped us to win this campaign,
particularly Ramblers Scotland, the National Trust for
Scotland, the Campaign for a Scottish Borders National
Park and the Galloway National Park Association.
The announcement formed part of the Shared Policy
Programme published by the Scottish Government and
the Scottish Green Party under their new co-operation
agreement. The full statement reads as follows:
We will designate at least one new National Park
by the end of this session, provided relevant
legal conditions can be met. This will support
progressive development, address the climate
emergency in the way we use our land, and
improve public and community wellbeing. We
will make funding available to support those
ambitions.
‘National Park’ is the leading internationally-recognised
designation for places of the highest national importance
for natural or cultural heritage – including landscape,
wildlife, recreation, historic environment and cultural
traditions. There are over 3,500 National Parks in

APRS has a particular focus on how the planning
system interacts with other national policies such as
environmental strategy, land reform or economic policy,
and on seeking to ensure that these interactions result
in positive impacts for local communities and for our
valued rural landscapes. These are all issues on which
APRS could campaign, so there is much work to do in
the next few years as Scotland strives for a net zero
future and the restoration of nature.
John Mayhew, Director

Pass of Ryvoan, Cairngorms National Park

the world, including for example 29 in Norway and 14
in New Zealand. Some are truly wild places; many,
including in Scotland, are working landscapes, where
some of their special qualities derive from the ways
in which land managers have cared for the landscape
over the centuries.
The National Parks (Scotland) Act 2000 allows great
flexibility in National Park Authority functions and
powers, which can be tailored to local circumstances.
The Act requires Scottish National Parks to pursue the
sustainable economic and social development of local
communities alongside conservation and recreation.
Scotland’s National Parks lead the way in tackling
the climate emergency and nature crisis, promoting
mental and physical health and well-being, boosting
rural employment and celebrating our world-class
landscapes. More National Parks will bring more of
these benefits to more of rural Scotland.
APRS and SCNP intend to remain closely involved in
what will no doubt be a lengthy process of assessment
and consultation over the locations, boundaries,
powers and functions of the new National Parks. We
will continue to stress the need for an overall national
strategy and to emphasise that the commitment is to
“at least” one new National Park – in other words there
could be several. Although we still consider that up to
seven areas could meet the criteria for more National
Parks, the proven levels of “local community demand”
in the Borders and Galloway mean that these two places
are clearly the front runners. For more information
please visit the APRS website – click on ‘Projects’ then
on ‘Scottish National Parks Strategy Project’.
John Mayhew, Director

Education and Community Engagement
gement
Engagement
Community Engagement

We were delighted to return to Loch Leven’s
Larder in Kinross this summer with our new APRS
stall. In 2018 we gathered hundreds of signatures
of support for deposit return from visitors here
which were presented with hundreds of others, to
Roseanna Cunningham, the then Cabinet Secretary
for Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform
at Holyrood. So it was great to return to share the
news with visitors that it’s coming in 2022, 4 years
later! Huge thanks to Emma and Natalie for giving
us the space to engage with visitors safely outside
and a warm welcome to our new members who
joined that day! Find out more about Loch Leven’s
Larder here: https://www.lochlevenslarder.com/
We also held a stall at the amazing Food For Your
Future Community Pantry in Dunfermline, who
are a Community Volunteer Group committed
to reducing food waste. The pantry is open to
everyone where they get access to perfectly good,
in date food which otherwise would’ve been sent
to landfill. It was a great chance to hear local
people’s questions about deposit return and about
their concerns for the lack of recycling locally, as
well as promoting our free educational resources
to the families, teachers and group leaders we met
from the community. Huge thanks to Katherine,
Nyree and Shirley for giving us this opportunity.
Find out more at:
https://www.facebook.com/foodforyourfuture/

APRS Working in Partnership
with Rotary International

Education update
We are delighted to announce that we are working
in partnership with the Great Britain & Ireland
division of Rotary International, which has over 1.2
million members across more than 35,000 clubs
around the world. Rotary International is dedicated
to causes that build international relationships,
improve lives, and create a better world by
championing peace, fighting illiteracy and poverty,
promoting clean water and sanitation, and fighting
disease. Over the past year, Rotary International

has added the Protection of the Environment
under its main areas of focus. Our story of deposit
return coming to Scotland, its benefits to wildlife,
our environment and the impact it can have on
climate change as part of the circular economy,
as well as highlighting our expanding educational
programme, will be shared with Rotary Groups at
their club meetings throughout Great Britain and
Ireland. This collaboration will be under the area of
Plastic Pollution. Huge thanks to Daphne BiliouriGrant, a Rotarian and the Environmental Officer
of the Rotary Club of St Andrews for helping make
this partnership come to life!
Jo McFarlane
Education Manager

Get Involved!
There are lots of opportunities
to get involved in our work
whether it be volunteering at
events, with education work
or helping with administration.
Please contact info@aprs.scot
for more information.
We will also be at Dynamic
Earth’s Climate Showcase
on Saturday 6th November
10.00-4.30 if you would like
to volunteer on the stall and
learn more about what we do.
Please contact Jo McFarlane
on education@aprs.scot if so.

Top: Food For Your Future Logo.
Bottom: Education Manager Jo with Emma from
Loch Leven’s Larder.

Green Belts and Climate Change
With COP26 taking place on our doorstep, and
consultation over the draft National Planning Framework
4 (NPF4) due this Autumn, the contributions Green
Belts can make to tackling the climate emergency are
worth further consideration.
NPF4 will set out national planning strategy and policy
up to 2050, during which time Scotland needs to
meet its 2045 net zero target. Scottish Government
(SG) Finance Secretary Kate Forbes MSP recently
emphasised this to the Scottish Parliament’s Local
Government, Housing and Planning Committee: “The
climate emergency is the overarching priority for NPF4,
so NPF4 will make a fairly urgent and radical shift in our
spatial plan and policies to meet our targets and it will
prioritise the reduction in emissions in a way that also
responds to the nature crisis … Planning has such an
important role to play, because we have a choice with
every planning application – do we improve how our
communities live and work together or hinder that in a
way that increases or reduces emissions?” Whilst such
belated sentiments will exasperate many communities
that have seen swathes of Green Belt become out-oftown developments with increased emissions, we hope
that NPF4 will be a turning point.
There are some positive signs – the recently-published
Proposed City Plan 2030 for Edinburgh takes a
“brownfield only” approach to allocating land for
housing, very different from the previous Plan which
released much Green Belt land. The Proposed Plan
reflects many of the Scottish Government’s themes
for NPF4, eg 20-minute neighbourhoods, active travel
and development of vacant and derelict land – whilst
delivering more affordable housing. APRS will comment
on this Proposed Plan in due course. Plenty Edinburgh
housing will still be delivered via the private sector, but
the current reliance on this is not producing the required
amount and diversity of affordable social housing,
even where greenfield sites have been released. The
Scottish Land Commission came to similar conclusions
in its recently-published Land for Housing report, and
made recommendations to government for starting to
reshape the housing land market in the public interest.
In the February 2021 APRS response to the NPF4
Position Statement we pointed out how Green Belts can
help achieve SG aspirations on green recovery, climate,
biodiversity and placemaking. We welcomed proposals
to prioritise re-use of empty buildings and vacant

and derelict land, and sought a stronger presumption
that Green Belt development should only be allowed
in exceptional circumstances and when no suitable
brownfield land is available. We called for greater
recognition of the many positive benefits of Green
Belts for health, well-being, landscape, biodiversity
and climate, and for these to be protected through
planning and enhanced through positive management.
Increasing recognition of the need for carbon
sequestration is resulting in rapid growth of ‘natural
capital’ schemes. These incentivise protecting peaty
soils and increasing woodland cover, and may affect
Green Belt areas as well as the uplands. Land reform
may also offer opportunities for local communities, not
only in rural Scotland but also in urban areas including
Green Belts. One example is Viewpark Glen in North
Lanarkshire, recently bought by a local community
conservation trust via the community right to buy with
a Scottish Land Fund grant. The SG’s review of the
Statement on Land Rights and Responsibilities, along
with work towards Agriculture, Community Wealth
Building and Land Reform Bills, could influence Scotland’s
Green Belts as well as our landscapes more widely.
There is a risk that under pressure to deliver housing
targets, the Green Belt is seen solely as land that has
not yet been developed. This view was expressed at a
recent Local Review Board meeting1 by a Glasgow City
Councillor, who suggested that as the Green Belt site
at issue will be developed one day, why not now? This
epitomises a careless attitude to land use rather than
the more considered approach required in the face of
climate and nature emergencies.
A recent book, ’Repurposing the Green Belt in the 21st
Century’2 promotes the idea of Green Belt as a precious
resource which should be considered strategically in
terms of urban and rural landscapes, adaptation and
resilience to climate change and social equality rather
than just to build houses. The lead author, Peter
Bishop, suggests: “perhaps the most important aspect
of today’s Green Belt is that a legacy of open land has
been passed down to us from previous generations.
They did not squander it for short-term gain: neither
should we. It is a precious resource that should be
used responsibly and passed on to future generations.”
1 Glasgow City Council, Local Review Committee, 7 September 2021 https://
glasgow.public-i.tv/core/portal/webcast_interactive/591462
2 Repurposing the Green Belt in the 21st Century (2020), Peter Bishop, Alona
Martinez Perez, Rob Roggema and Lesley Williams, UCL Press, London

Scottish Planning Policy and Housing - December
2020 amendments quashed by Court of Session
As reported in our May newsletter, the SG consulted on
amendments to Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) relating to
housing land supply during 2020, then amended SPP as
a result in December 2020. These changes were mainly
intended to reduce the likelihood of speculative housing
applications being approved despite being contrary to
the development plan. This was partly in response to an
earlier court ruling which shifted the balance in favour of
speculative developments on unsustainable sites. APRS
had previously raised concerns about this, particularly
in relation to Green Belts, so we welcomed the changes.
One change was to the SPP presumption in favour of
sustainable development, which seemed positive for the
environment and landscape more generally. Another
change clarified how five-year housing land supply should
be calculated, removing a major point of contention.

However, two house builders took a case to the Court
of Session, arguing that the SG consultation had been
unfair; in July 2021 the judge found in their favour and
quashed the 2020 changes. So SPP has reverted to
the 2014 version; bad news for communities trying to
protect greenfield sites from housing developers. The
forthcoming NPF4 will contain a new version of SPP.
We hope this will address the housing land supply
issues raised previously and strengthen the sustainable
development principle, with increased weight given to
addressing climate change in its decision-making criteria.
Given that the appellants won the recent challenge
because the Court decided the 2020 consultation process
was so unfair as to be unlawful, we hope that the NPF4
consultation process is comprehensive and that all the
impact assessments are delivered timeously.
Nikki Sinclair
Green Belts Alliance Manager

Deposit Return - Less Than a Year to Go!
On 1 July, along with our friends from the Marine
Conservation Society, we took 1,085 cans and bottles to
the Scottish Parliament to mark the one-year countdown
to the launch of Scotland’s deposit return system for
drinks containers on 1 July 2022. That’s the amount of
litter the system will eliminate every day, per MSP, once
it comes into effect next year. We had to pause briefly
unloading the van while HM The Queen was driven out of
Holyrood Palace! The event was reported in the Courier,
the Press & Journal and STV News.
MSPs first gave Ministers the power to bring in a system
of this sort in 2009, and the First Minister announced
in September 2017 that Scotland would indeed have
a deposit return system. The system was originally
intended to launch in April this year, but Ministers
decided last year to delay by 15 months to make sure
business had more than enough time to be ready for
this change. Deposit return systems are widespread
across Europe, and globally it is expected that by the
end of 2023 around half a billion people will live in
territories which use deposit return.
APRS Director John Mayhew said: “It’s wonderful to
know it’s finally just a year to go until deposit return

on cans and bottles across Scotland comes into effect.
Going by our experiences visiting places that have
deposit return, like Estonia and Norway, people across
Scotland will very quickly find that littered drinks
cans and bottles have become a thing of the past. I
personally will be waiting for the shops to open on 1
July 2022, with a huge smile on my face, ready to buy
a drink, drink it on the spot and immediately return it.
It’s been a long time coming, and it’ll all be worth it!”
Calum Duncan, Head of Conservation Scotland at the
Marine Conservation Society said: “Our volunteers
pick up thousands of bottles and cans across
Scotland’s beaches every year.
Whether glass,
plastic or metal, drinks litter negatively impacts
wildlife, business and everyone’s enjoyment of our
stunning coastline, so we’re delighted to be on the
final countdown to the solution to this problem. We
expect to see a drastic drop in the amount of bottles
and cans we’re finding on Scottish beaches from next
year as more people return their drinks containers
to be recycled and claim the 20p deposit back. We
hope England, Wales and Northern Ireland follow
suit, making strides to stop the flow of pollution into
our seas.”

Karol Swanson
and Mike Gascoigne
We are very sad to report that former APRS Trustees Karol
Swanson and Mike Gascoigne both passed away earlier this year.
Originally from New York City, Karol was a Trustee from
2014 to 2020 and a highly experienced and reliable APRS
planning volunteer, who gave much valuable and balanced
advice over the years to many APRS members and other
local residents in rural Scotland.

Mike was also a Trustee from 2014 to 2020. A qualified
lawyer, he gave us sage legal advice based on a
lifetime of experience, and was never short of amusing
anecdotes from his early years at Foulis and his many
years of service to some of Scotland’s greatest estates.
More than this, they were both excellent and convivial
company and will be greatly missed by staff and
Trustees alike.

Dates For Your Diary
APRS Planning Webinar – 7.00 to 8.30pm,
Thursday 20 January 2022
Climate/Planning/Communities
An introduction to how the new Scottish planning
regulations might help tackle the climate emergency
and how local communities can engage with the
planning system at both national and local levels.
APRS Planning experts will be on hand to advise
and discuss issues relevant to the new strategic
National Planning Framework 4, Local Development
Plans and individual planning applications.

Annual General Meeting (AGM) – Thursday 26 May
Next year’s AGM will be held on the morning of Thursday
26 May. We are hoping this can be a physical meeting
rather than a virtual one, but we will have to see how
covid restrictions are nearer the time. A final decision
will be announced in our spring newsletter next year, but
please hold the date for now.
APRS Members’ Day Autumn 2022?
If coronavirus restrictions allow, we plan to hold a
Members’ Day in the autumn of 2022. An update will
be given in our spring 2022 newsletter.

Further details will be posted on our website and
emailed to members in due course. If you wish to
book a place please email Nina at info@aprs.scot.

All at APRS would like
to thank the People’s
Postcode Trust for
its generous grant
towards our work
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