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AREAS IN SCOTLAND SUITABLE FOR
NATIONAL PARKS
To the RIGHT HONOUKABLK THOMAS JOHNSTON, M.P.,
Secretary of Sidle for Scotland.
SIK,
We were appointed in January 1944 as an informal t'.oinmittec to advise upon
the areas in Scotland which might be suitable for National Parks and, with
this end in view, to supervise an actual survey of potential areas by one of tho
Planning Officers of the Department of Health for Scotland. It was indicated
t h a t , in the first instance, we should direct our attention to the selection of
four or live areas.

PART I—INTRODUCTION
1. \V'e met on ten occasions. Nino field surveys were carried out by Dr.
Arthur Geddes, who was accompanied on several of these by the Chairman
and on one by Dr. Fraser Darling.
2. As a guide to the Committee, suggestions as to suitable areas-werc invited
from a large number of organisations, domiciled in Scotland or having a direct
interest in the establishment of Scottish National Parks, and we have to
express our keen appreciation of the very informative and helpful response
which was made to our invitation by bodies representing the most varied
interests. A list of organisations which assisted in this way is given in Appendix
B. None of the replies received by us was adverse to the setting up of National
Parks in Scotland.
3. For several years past opinion has gathered weight in support of National
Parks. In 1931 a Committee under the Chairmanship of Dr. Addison (now
Lord Addison) reported* in their favour; in 1942 the Committee on Land
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of land for national parks and forests, and the assurance to the people of enjoyment of the sea and countryside in times of leisure " arc indicated as part
of the Government programme of reconstruction.
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PART II—WHAT IS A "NATIONAL PARK?"
4. Having considered various efforts to crystallise in some formula the ideas
underlying the now almost universal urge towards the formation of National
Parks, we agreed to be guided by the definition which follows in carrying out
the terms of our remit:
.-I National I'urk is an extensive tract of country of outstanding natural
beauty, preferably also of scientific, cultural or historic interest, owned or
controlled by the Nation, accessible to all as a matter of right under suitable
regulations, and administered by or on behalf of the Nation to the end that
its distinctive values may be preserved unimpaired for the' enjoyment and
recreation of this and future generations.
* Cmd. 3851.

f Cmd.'6378.

} Cmd. 6537.

5. While'this definition rightly stresses the preservation and accessibility
of the distinctive beauty or interest of a National Park area as the most important objects of its administration, it docs not preclude the maintenance
or even the extension of such economic uses of the land as are consistent with
these primary objects, provided that allocation of the land to agriculture or
forestry be under the ultimate control of the Authority responsible for the
administration of the National Park areas. We are also satisfied that, subject
to the same condition, the fostering of the rural industries to which the area
is naturally suited should not be overlooked in an enlightened National Park
policy. One of the prime duties of the National Park administration should
be to preserve the continuity of rural life in the communities concerned.
(i. No general limitation or restriction of agriculture is contemplated. On
the contrary increased farm produce will be necessary to mec,t the needs of
more, visitors, with a resulting benefit to existing fanning or crofting interests
, within, and in the neighbourhood of, National Park areas. Similarly, fish
farming in sea and fresh water lochs might increase both the economic resources
and the attractions for visitors,
7. We are also of opinion that considerable afforestation is quite compatible
with use of an area as a National Park. In this .respect the Scottish countryside, particularly in its barer parts, would often gain rather than lose, by
judicious afforestation. If, in planting, adequate pro-vision were made for
footpaths or bridle paths, access to viewpoints, and open spaces where trees
would hide the view, and if a Variety of hardwoods were included, we see no
reason why large parts of the selected areas, unsuitable for agriculture, could
not be used for afforestation.
We find it necessary, however, to distinguish betNveen National Parks as
we have defined them and the National Forest Parks projected or already
established by the Forestry Commission. Generally, we feel that the plantable
area comprises too large a proportion of National Forest Parks for these to meet
fully the need for National Parks in the wider sense. While these Forest Parks
make a valuable contribution to the facilities afforded to young people for open
air exercise, we are of opinion that they should be considered as additional
rather than alternative to the National Parks with which we are .concerned.The goodwill shown to visitors by the Forestry Commission, and the experience
it has gained in its special National Forest Parks, have led us, where it seemed
convenient, to make the tentative boundaries of the proposed National Parks '
march with areas already controlled by the Commission.
8. The view has been expressed that the creation of National Parks will tend
to concentrate tourists in the Park area to the detriment of other parts of the
country. With this view we cannot agree. We arc of opinion that the establishment of such Parks, as areas in which natural beauty is freely and easily
accessible, will add to the general attractiveness of Scotland as a holiday resort
?,nd lead to an increase in the volume of tourist traffic throughout the country,
Many who come to visit National Parks will no doubt remain long enough to
, visit existing holiday resorts, or will use these resorts as starting points for
jiours to the Park areas.
q It should not be overlooked that the areas most suitable for National Parks
on account of their natural beauty arc for the most part areas of low economic
development which stand in need of some additional source of income, such
as an increase in the tourist traffic might furnish, if their present population
is to be increased or even maintained.
An indication of the possible financial value of tourist traffic to Britain,
particularly to those districts in which National Parks may be established,
and a note of the use made of Youth Hostels iti these districts, are given in
Appendices C and D.
•
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9. Among the scientific interests to which our definition briefly alludes, <he
wild plant and animal life of the selected districts takes a prominent place.
The safeguarding and perpetuation of that life, both for its own sake and for
its scientific interest, must receive special attention within a National Park.
10. We have introduced into our definition of National Parks the idea of
size. Our aim is to differentiate between National Parks, as generally understood, and " green belts," playing fields and municipal or regional parks. Jn
our view a National Park fulfils a higher or at least a different function from
any of these. It should he " large enough for the Nation to enjoy and important
enough to justify the intervention of the State". For the creation of green
belts, playing fields and municipal parks, which are by their very nature
specially related to some large city and of peculiar and almost exclusive value
to its citizens, recourse might be had to the powers granted *to Local Authorities
by Town and Country Planning or other Acts.
For these reasons also we have excluded from our recommendations certain
short ranges of hills on the east of Scotland, largely used for grazing, such
as the Pentlands, the Ochils and the Sidlaws. Access to these areas is already
good, and while many people from the towns in central Scotland can traverse
any of them and return to town at night, those who wish to stay overnight
are catered for by hotels and hostels near the hills.
11. On the basis of the foregoing analysis it should be possible to lay down
criteria for the selection of potential National Park areas which are not controversial. We conceive that these criteria should be as follows:—
(a) Outstanding scenic beauty. The austere grandeur of mountain and
moor, the varied beauty of glen, woodland, and running water, should all
be represented.
(D) Accessibility. This implies both access to the National Park area
and freedom of access within the area itself.
The increase in leisure and the improvement of travel facilities which may
be anticipated will render this criterion one of diminishing importance. None
the less it will be necessary to provide for two types of visitor (a) the single
day or week-end visitor who must reach his destination quickly ; (b) the visitor
who will spend a week or more in the Park, and is prepared for a full day's
journey in order to reach it. The selected areas should therefore include at
least one area situated near the largest industrial centre?.
Freedom of access within the area will in most cases be progressive and
should ultimately be complete, except in so far as access to cultivated land
must be controlled or forbidden in the interests of the cultivator. Limitation
of access at certain seasons may also be necessajry for the eradication of vermin
and,the control of deer and other game. Ease of access will be provided by
the construction of new bridle tracks and footpaths.
(c) Preservation and preservability. In its landscape character the area
should be free from disfigurement. As part of this character we include
any portion of the landscape which, though lying outside the boundary of
trie Park, is clearly in view across a valley, river or loch, and which we
assume could also be preserved from disfigurement.
;
(d) Recreational facilities of an open air type. Facilities for winter sports
would be an advantage.
(e) Educational, atliitral and social interests of the area under any of
these heads :
Study <'f scenery, and Geology.
Natural History.
Antiquities and Architecture.
Folklore and History.
Occupations, Crafts and Customs.

Throughout Scottish history the beauty of our scenery has awakened a
" response from the nation. This has expressed itself in folk-songs known all
over the world and also in literature translated into many languages. The
nature poetry of the Gael, ranging from the ancient descriptive poems, ascribed
• to Ossian or Deirdre, down.to the odes of Alexander Macdonald or Duncan
Ban Macintyre and the songs of living bards, exerts a fresh influence to-day
through new translations. Nor should we forget the birth of Welsh nature
poetry in Strathdyde. The enthusiastic response of youth to the opportunities
offered by the Scottish Youth Hostels Association suggests how National Parks
may renew this intimate association of our people, and particularly our youth,
with nature.
(/) Flora and Fauna. It is felt that in a diminishing countryside the
variety of the flora and fauna is tending to be restricted. National Parks
should gi%-e opportunity for the survival of those species which do not
directly interfere with the practice of husbandry, and game preservation
should be limited to control of certain predatory species such as foxes and
hooded crows. Were these to be allowed to breed and multiply unchecked
in a National Park or Nature Reserve, they would soon become so numerous
and so destructive of other life that a National Park might eventually be
regarded as a national nuisance.
(g) Accommodation. Consideration should be''given to the extent of
existing accommodation in or near a Park, and how far this could be. increased
by various means. These might include the provision of camping sites
where they could be suitably controlled in the interests of amenity and
public health and of the campers themselves.
:
_,

PART III—AREAS SURVEYED
12. In a country so rich in scenic beauty, our field of choice covered a very
wide area, from the Outer Islands, Assynt and the Cuillins, in the north, to
Arran, Galloway and the Cheviots, in the south. The limits imposed by our
criteria and by the number of National Parks to be selected led to the exclusion
of certain areas which, in themselves, might be regarded as suitable for our
purpose. We were forced to weigh the competing claims of some regions of
great natural beauty or interest, but which might be difficult of access from
centres of population, with those of others more accessible to the majority
of our people.
After preliminary consideration, field surveys were made of the following
areas:—
St. Mary's Loch.
• Glen Affric—Glen Cannich—Strath Farrar.
.
. Loch Lomond—Trossachs.
. . . . . '
Glen Lyon—Ben Lawcrs.
:
• Ben Nevis—Glen Coe—Black Mount.
• '
•>. • •
Moidart—Morar—Knoydart.
• Loch Torridon—Loch Marco—Loch Broom.
The Merrick—Glen Trool.
- The Cairngorms.
In Appendix A will be found summary reports on all these areas, with the
exception of The Merrick—Glen Trool area, in which it is understood that
the Forestry Commission proposes to set up a National Forest Park.
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PART IV—RECOMMENDATIONS
- 13. After full consideration of reports on the surveys and of suggestions
received, we recommend the following areas, in the order given, as suitable
for National Parks :—
A pproximatc area
(in sifttare miles)
320
1. Loch Lomond —Trossuchs
260
Glen Aifric—Glen Caimich—Strath Farrur
610
Ben Nevis—Glen Coe—Black Mount
180
4. The Cairngorms...
5. Loch Torridon—Loch Maree- -Little Loch Broom 500
Total

1870 square miles

A reservation by the late Mr. P. Thomsen, suggesting extension of the Glen
Affric—Glen Cannich—Strath Farrar area to include Glen Garry and Glen
Moriston, will be found at the end of our main Report.
14. In addition to these five areas a sixth area, The Merrick—Glen Trool,
in the South of Scotland, seems to us to be eminently suitable for a National
Park. We have omitted it from the list in view of the proposal of the Forestry
Commission to convert the ground owned by them, into a National Forest
Park, and since we understand that the Commission intends to provide good
facilities for access and for recreational use by the public.
15. We suggest that the following further areas, in the order stated, might
be placed on a reserve list for consideration at a later date :—
< Approximate area
(in square miles)
410
6. Moidart—Morar—Knoydart
140
7. Glen Lyon—Ben Lawers—Schiehallion
180
8. St. Mary's Loch
Total

730 square miles

16. A map showing priority and reserve areas forms part of Appendix A
The boundaries shown on the map outline, in the most general way, the areas
agreed upon. They are to be regarded merely as suggestions, based on the
preliminary reconnaissance in the field surveys, and as furnishing possible
lines from which further study of boundaries might begin.
While all towns and many villages have been excluded, problems of community planning, most of them on the margins of the areas, were noted during;
the surveys. These will have to be considered if the homes of our communities
are to be worthy of their people and of a renascent regional life.
17. Nature Reserves. We recommend that within those areas which may
be set aside as National Parks certain parts should be set aside as Nature
Reserves. In addition, three relatively small areas which were considered for
inclusion in the areas of selected National Parks, but which lie outwith the
tentative boundaries now -recommended, are worthy of preservation and we
are, therefore, of opinion that they should be scheduled as Nature Reserves.
These are the lower reaches of the Garry and the Moriston, and the Black
Wood of Rannoch. (See also Mr. Thomson's reservation.)
18. Extent of Areas. The boundaries of the areas which we recommend
were determined on their merits and not in conformity with any preconceived
ideas as to the appropriate magnitude of National Parks in Scotland.
A lower limit of about 150 square miles may be inferred from our decision,
recorded in section 10 above, that areas such as the Pentland Hills should be
dealt with as Regional Parks rather than as National Parks.

1 LK .ixaiiuiltlj .rrtllts \jl

and the United States range downwards from a maximum of 4,000 square
miles. It might appear at first sight that National Parks so great are only
possible in countries of continental magnitude. But New Zealand, with an
area only about 10 per cent, greater than that of Britain, has one very large
National Park—Fjordland—extending to S.SOO^quare miles. An older country,
the State of New York, for many purposes a separate political entity, only
half as large again as Scotland, and with a high average density of population
has, in addition to more than 40 smaller parks, dedicated and developed the
whole Adirondack region, 3,000 square miles in extent, as a single continuous
State Park, equipped with numerous camp sites, ample canoeing facilities,
and 500 miles of walkers' trails.
Returning to Great Britain, we find that opinion in England has for many
years given pride of place to the English Lake District as a potential National
Park. Its area extends to approximately 800 square miles.
It will therefore not be considered extravagant that in Scotland where the
land suitable for National Parks is so much greater, both absolutely and
relatively than in England, we have included in our list one area of approximately 600 square miles.
Considering next the total area covered by our selected sites, it is to be noted
that the land area of Scotland extends to 30,000 square miles, made up as
follows :—
Square miles .
Rough Grazings
14,300
Woodlands
1,700
Deer Forest ...
5,200
Arabic, Permanent Grass, Urban, etc.

21,200.
8,800
30,000

Of the 21,200 square miles of land of relatively low economic value we consider that it would be not unreasonable to dedicate and preserve one-seventh
part or, say, 3,000 square miles, " for the enjoyment and recreation of this
and future generations." This would be about half the area devoted to deer
forests in pre-war time. Our selected areas extend in all to 1,870 square miles
with a possible addition of 730 square miles comprised in the areas suggested
for later consideration.
It should be noted that in accordance witn the principles laid down as
ancillary to our definition of National Parks, much of this area- would still be
available for grazing purposes, and much might also be afforested by arrangement between the Park Authority and the Forestry Commission. Even without
such arrangement the 'Jl.'JOO square miles of relatively poor land would provide
ample scope both for the development of National Parks as we envisage them
and for the operations ot the Forestry Commission as proposed in the Report
on Post-War Forest Policy p n h l i s h e d ' i n 11M3. Cmd. 6-147 (S?<i Appendix E).
While il is no! w i t h i n the scope of our remit to make recommendations with
regard to the acquisition and administration of the selected area, we venture
none the less to forestall criticism by suggesting that even if the acquisition'of
3,000 square miles of land.suitable for National Parks is not immediately
practicable, yet the gradual acquisition and development of such an area in
the course of the next ten or twenty years is not impossible.
19. In making our selection we have judged the areas chosen on the basis
of their existing- scenic quality and in the expectation that this can be maintained. Upon the preservation of natural beauty depend the success of National'
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Turks and the associated development of the tourist industry w i t h its accompanying economic benefits, ami we venture to hope that these heuelits will be
weighed along with those to he derived (rum the generation ot hydro-electric
power on such a scale as might seriously impair scenic beauty. As an alternative, we would respectfully urge full consideration of the possibilities of really
small-scale undertakings in these areas, operating primarily (or the supply of
light and power to the immediate neighbourhood and tor the encouragement
of suitable rural industries. In this way we believe that the claims of amenity
and productive use might well be reconciled.

20. It is with deep regret t h a t we h a \ to record the sudden death on 3rd
September, 194-1, of our colleague, Mr. Peter. Thomson, just .(tier he had
actively assisted in the drafting of this Report and had completed his own
contribution.
Mr. Thomson brought to the work of the Committee all the characteristic
energy and enthusiasm which he gave to any cause he had at heart. Though
not a native of Scotland, he conceived a love for the Scottish countryside and
a devotion to its interests seldom surpassed among our own countrymen, and
we believe that he valued very highly his membership of this Committee and
the opportunity it gave him to work for the establishment of National Parks
in Scotland. In his own words, a National Park was to him " a place where
intelligent forethought has thrown a protecting arm round some still untouched
remnant of the beauty of the* world, leaving it to exercise its elevating and
refining influence on all who come into contact with it."
We gratefully acknowledge his important share in the task we had all but
concluded together.
21. Finally, we wish to place on record our high appreciation of the assistance
given to Us, both in Committee and in the field, by Dr. Arthur Geddcs, Planning
Officer, Department of Health for Scotland, and by his colleagues, Dr. A. B.
Taylor and Mr. D. M. McPhail, of whom the former was Secretary to the
Committee from its appointment to March 1944 and the latter from that date
to the conclusion of our sittings.
Our thanks are also due to Mr. W. G. Gray, Miss K. M. Henderson and other
officers of the Department for their assistance.
(Signed) J. D. RAMSAY, Chairman.
( ,, ) F. FRASER DARLING.
( „ ) D. G. Mom.
(Signed)
(

,,

,)

A u r i u ' K GEDDES.

Survey Officer.
D. M. McPiiAiL,

Secretary.
October. 1944.
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RESERVATION BY
THE LATE MR. PETER THOMSEN
Glen Garry and Glen MorJston
While I agree entirely with the. suggestion conveyed in Section 9 of the
Report, that within National Park areas, established and protected as such,
other areas still further protected, should be delimited as nature reserves,
I am of opinion that the scheduling of an area as a nature reserve alone will
' have no protective value whatsoever either against the invasion of that reserve
or against the destruction of its natural beauty if any major question of
„
development, as for Hydro-electric purposes, should arise.
This view finds special application in connection with the lower reaches of
the Rivers Garry and Moriston. The Survey Report of this district (Appendix
A (2) ad fin] describes the beauty of this area with unstinted praise, but the
majority of the Committee have none the less recommended that it should
• not receive the full protection which will presumably be accorded to a National
Park area (sec Section 17).
With this recommendation 1 find myself completely at variance. In three
successive years during the life of the present Parliament public opinion has
been very clearly expressed to the effect that these two glens should not be
disfigured by Hydro-electric development and Parliament has on each occasion
accepted and acted on that view. The Association for the Preservation of
Rural Scotland were the protagonists in that controversy on the amenity issue,
strongly supported by the Highland Development League on totally different
grounds. By recent decisions in Council the Association for the Preservation
•of Rural Scotland, backed by the Scottish Council for National Parks, substantially adhere to their former views.
*
I submit, therefore, that the Glen Garry—Glen Moriston area be included
among those areas which are eminently suitable for National Parks, and that
it receive the fullest protection which it may be possible to give to such areas.
It is not, however, my intention that this area should be regarded as a
separate recommendation to the exclusion of one or other of the five, areas
recommended by the Committee. Its natural position in our scheme is as part
of the central area north of the Great Glen, and it should be considered as
integral with the Glen Affric—Glen Cannich—Strath Farrar area which is our .
second preference, providing the first and easiest access to that area from
the south.
The boundaries of the extended Glen Affric area as described in Appendix
A 2 would then be as follows :—
From Plodda Falls, east-south-east to cross the River Moriston near Dalcataig, thence south-west for about six miles and, passing west of Fort Augustus
and Auchtcrawe to the main road at Bridge of Oich, along the shore of Loch
Oich to the road bend, then westwards behind Invergarry Hotel, crossing the
River Garry near Aldernaig Church, along the lower slopes of Ben Tigh to
Greenfield and the ford at the head of Loch Garry. Thence to Bridge of Loyne
and the eastern end of Loch Chinie, and northwards to rejoin the interrupted
boundary of the A Uric region.
The additional area would extend to about 150 square miles, raising the
area of our second selection to 410 square miles and our total to 2,020 square
miles. This, even with a possible addition of 730 square miles for the areas
on our reserve list, is still well within the 3,000 square miles we have adopted
as our possible maximum.
Much of the area now proposed is already in the hands of the Forestry
Commission.
•
The extension of our Central or Glen Affric area in the manner suggested
would bring the south-western corner of that area near to the eastern boundary
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of the Knoydart—Morar—Moidart area which we have placed first on our
reserve list. It is an attractive thought that if, as I hope, that area be given
equal standing with the first five, and a short corridor provided either by
way of Glen Kingie or by Glen Dcssary, our recommendations, if accepted,
would provide a continuous belt of State-owned walking land amid the finest
scenery in Britain and free of access to all, from the Atlantic in the south-west
at the mouth of Loch Moidart to the Northern Minch at the mouth of Loch
Broom,

APPENDIX A
Survey Reports : Areas on Priority List
1. LOCH LOMOND—TROSSACHS

greater tie road facilities up to the area, and around it, the better, but that multiplication
of motor roads through it would do more harm than good by disturbing existing and
potential harmonies in the landscape, and by actually increasing the distance of unspoiled
country from tb6 towns. Additional walking and cycling paths could easily be made.

Boundaries
The area proposed would include Loch Lomond, with its western and southern banks.
Loch Ard, Loch Katrine, Loch Vennachar, Loch Lubnaig and Loch Voil, together with
Ben Lomond, Ben More. Ben Venue and Ben Ledi. From the foot erf Loch Lomond, the
boundary would extend in an E.N.E. direction to Aberfoyle ; thence to Kilmahog ;
northwards along the Leny and Loch Lubnaig to Lochcarnhead and Killin Junction ;
westward to Crianlarich, and then down Glen Falloch to Loch Lomond.
This boundary would enclose approximately 320 square miles.

Recommendation
The area is highly recommended for the priority list.

Characteristics
The fame of the area is amply justified by its beauty. In spite of the absence of peaks
of Alpine scale, Loch Lomond is comparable to the Italian lakes by the contrast it offers
between the narrow upper end, overlooked by mountain and crag, and the open basin
in its lowland surroundings to the Sou.th. The park boundary would include the most
accessible part of this mountain scenery, the Ben Lomond Massif.
Similarly, the lochs from the Trossachs region to Loch Voil are famous and of universal
appeal. The succession of rocks is striking from those of the Old Red Sandstone age at
the Lowland fringe, through the slates and other altered or metamorphic rocks, aligned
from the islands of Loch Lomond to the Menteith Hills, northwards across the Highland
Boundary Fault to the Highland grits and schists. Each of these Ls associated with the
change in land forms and land use which compose the scenery. The oak and birch woods
of the glens give place to mountain pastures of grassland mingled with heather, with
alpine flora at the hill tops. Deer are found in the north of the area. Although the climate
is rainy, exceeding 100 ins. on and around the chief heights, the southern shores of Loch
Lomond and the east of Loch Vennacher have only from 50 to 60 ins. rainfall in the year.
The area is easily reached, both by rail and road, from the main industrial centres of
population. Between the north of Balloch Castle Park and Balmaha, however, access
to the shore of Loch Lomond is difficult.
The facilities for boating, canoeing, sailing and water transport are unusually good, on
Loch Lomond particularly, and are capable of further development. The district is already
very popular with walkers and climbers.
The chief educational value is the contrast it offers in landscape and life from Lowlands
to Highlands.
The literary appeal of " The Lady of the Lake " and " Rob Roy", and (still more widely
known)*" The Bonnie Banks of Loch Lomond " springs at once to mind.
The area is well served with hotels, and then- are Youth Hostels at Kinlochard, Brig
o' Turk, Balquhidder, Killin, Crianlarich, Arrochir and Inverbeg.

Special Considerations
Agriculturally, much of the area is not of the highest value for sheep farming.
Afforestation is proceeding in the areas under the Forestry Commission, and has also been
adopted by Glasgow Corporation along the north side of Loch Katrine. The National
Forest Park on Loch Long-side, while not actually contiguous, adds to the areas open for
holiday enjoyment in this region.
Fishing is good. Although grouse are found in the area, shooting values are understood
to be low. The deer forest of Ben Vorlich is stocked with fine stags and its sporting value
is understood to remain high.
Much of the area, is important for water catchment. Quarrying occurs at Aberfoyle,
below Craigmore, and slate quarries are situated immediately to the north.

Estimate of Suitability
The attractions of this district to tourists are very great, as it contains so many places
of romantic and historic interest and some of the most famous scenery in the world.
The area has the further merit of being within easy reach of the industrial belt. Moreover, we understand that proposals have been made to facilitate access to the shore of
Loch Lomond north of the boundary of Balloch Park. In general we suggest that the
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2. GLEN AFFRIC-GLEN CANNICH—STRATH
FARRAR
Characteristics

*

These three grand glens run parallel to one another, falling eastward from the high
Bens of the west. The rapid transition from the wild, cloud-capped scenery of the west
to the variety and charm of the east is possible only where Scotland narrows north of the
Great Glen. The watershed at the head of Glen Affric is not more than 6 miles from the
western seaboard at Loch Duich, and the confluence of the Rivers Farrar and Glass is
less than 12 miles from the eastern seaboard at the Beauly Firth. Each valley is some
20 miles in length.
These glens, while showing interesting difft fences in detail, possess marked characters
in common, and each one shows a three-fold contrast. The first contrast unfolds itself
from the hi?h, bare western passes and peaks, some of which approach 4,000 feet, to the
more wooded slopes and lesser peaks of the east. Secondly, as one travels, the eye is refreshed by the recurrent changes from open vales with green haughs or shining, lochs to
narrow, steeply sloping, forested valleys, with picturesque gorges, rapids and falls. Thirdly,
the sunny, northern side of the valleys has offered sites for small farms, cottages and
lodges, linked by a road. Thus. ;it almost any point along the road, in the lower part of
any of th<; three valleys, one Kx>ks from homesteads, fields, and open grazings. varied
by birch groves and an occasional piue, across the waters to the serried pine woods of
the Caledonian Forest.
The whole district enjoys a remarkably wide range of climate. Although the weather
may be rainy and cold at one end of the area, it may be fine at the other. Thus visitors
•who are not active enough to enjoy walking on the higher hills in wet weather might,
in an hour or two, find sunshine elsewhere-, without leaving the confines of the Park.
The area is distant from Lowland centres of population, but, from the point of view
of the economic reconstruction of the Highlands, the importance has been pointed out
of spreading visitors over the country rather than of concentrating them south of the
Great Glen.
At no point does the area touch the sea\o that the seaside sports of sea fishing and
bathing, boating and sailing are absent. Nevertheless, arms of the sea are not far off,
whether to east or to west.
For field studies the special interest of the area lies in the contrasts of landscape and
life already named. In the northern part lie schists and gneiss. The southern part has
still to be surveyed geologically and offers opportunity for research in this study as in
others. Although Strath Farrar is commemorated in Gaelic song, the area is not widely
known to history or to literature, for its very remoteness has kept it out of the world.
There are hotels at Struy, Inveixannich and Tomich, and the nearest Youth Hostels
are at Buntait, Alltsaigh and Ratagan. Lodges are found in all three glens.

Estimate of Suitability
The outstanding beauty of the area comprised within the water-shed of the rivers Affric,
Cannich and Farrar mark out the three glens for preservation as a National Park. A
further advantage of the area is its varied climate.
Inaccessibility from the larger centres of population appears to be a drawback. But,
with the improvement in transport facilities which may be looked for, this disadvantage

Estimate of Suitability
will be lessened. Moreover, tourist traffic can, with profit, be spread, and in this connection
the villages of Struy, Invcrcannich and Tomich lend themselves to planned rural development.

Boundaries
The boundary recommended follows, on the south-east, the River Glass, from near
Struy, upstream to Plodda Kails ; on the south, the southern watershed of the Afiric,
linked round the head of Glen Cannich to the northern watershed of the Farrar. These
boundaries enclose approximately 260 square miles.
Recommendation
The area ia highly recommended for the priority list.

Note.—Loch Garry and Invermoriston as possible Nature Reserves.
We also recommend for preservation as Nature Reserves the lower reaches of the River*
Garry and Moriston. The upper reaches of these two glens are rather open, boggy and
devoid of contrast to merit inclusion in a National Park ; but the lower reaches of the
rivers and their wooded slopes, by Loch Garry and round Invermoriston, are of marked
beauty.
Loch Garry and its shores form a gateway from the Great Glen to the western highlands
nf Kintail and Loch Hourn. The islets of Loch Garry and the slopes around it are notable
for groves of birch and juniper, with stands of native oak and pine. They show a rich
variety of flora, and. correspondingly, of bird life.
The falls at Invermoriston, the lower wooded goree through which the river flows, the
little village and the wooded park make Invermoriston an area of rare charm. It forms
a natural halt upon the new road along? Loch Ness. Here again the natural beauty of the
river and waterside should be preserved.
The land immediately to the south and north-east of both areas is already in the possession
of the State, being administered by the Forestry Commission. Were the two watersides to
be taken over, or scheduled for preservation, each would be almost enclosed by the Commission's plantations. If the Forestry Commission could undertake a measure of supervision, through one of their officers on the spot, no administrative disadvantages would
arise from the isolation of a small area.
(Note.—The late Mr. Thomson's reservation on Area No. 2 appears on pages 12 and 13).

3. BEN NEVIS—GLEN COE—BLACK MOUNT
Characteristics
Rising steeply from sea-level at the loch shores to the highest altitude reached in Britain,
Ben Nevis and its attendant group of hills, together with Ben Cruachan, the Buachailles
of Etive, and the grim hills of Glen Coe, form a potent factor for the choice of this as a
National Park. The added attraction of the sea lochs and of views over the islands rounds
off a perfect specimen of West Highland scenery.
In spite of its situation, access to this area, both by road and by rail, is excellent. Access
by sea, via Loch Etive and Loch Creran, is an added attraction.
Recreational facilities are numerous. The rock climber and the less adventurous moorland walker are \veU provided for ; the motoiist cau motor through and round the area.
Ponies could take riders by bridle paths to the summits of Clach Lcathad, Stob Gabhar
and other heights. The trout fishing in Loclis Tulhi, Ua and Laidon is proverbial. There
is salmon fishing in the Awe, the Etive and the Orchy. For those who prefer the sea,
there are sea bathing and fishing in Loch Etive, Loch Creran, Loch Leven and Loch Linnhe.
For the naturalist there is probably a greater variety of wild life to be found here than
in most places. Ranging as it does from the western sea to the Moor of Rannoch, including
at Black Mount Lodge a part of the old Caledonian Forest, and rising from sea level to
4,400 feet, the area afiords fine opportunities for studying the habits of a very wide range
of native wild animals and plants. For the geologist, the igneous complexes of Glen Coe
and Ben Nevis afford a never-ending field for investigation. Their granites and lavas are
surrounded by ancient, much altered and much folded rocks, and the varied structure of
the whole has been gradually planed, then deeply grooved and sculptured anew, by the
work of rivers atid ice.
The region is rich in historical and literary interest. The tragedy of the Massacre of
Glen Coe, and the mystery of the Appin Murder (so vividly described by R. L. Stevenson.
in " Kidnapped " and " Catriona ") probably attract as many visitors from abroad to this
area as are attracted to the Trossachs by " Rob Roy " and " The Lady of the Lake."
In the northern part. Inverlochy is connected with the name of the great Marquis of
Montrose and his marvellous counter-march in mid-winter from Cill Chumcin (the present
Fort Augustus) via Corryarrick I'.vss. Glen Roy and Glen N'evis.
There are many hotels in the area, ami there are Youth Hostels at Dalmally, Glen Coe,
Glen Nevis and Loch Ossian.

It would be difficult to find elsewhere in Britain a clearly defined area of similar size where
a National Park, easily accessible to all, could be more readily established. A large part
of the area south of Loch Leven already belongs either to the National Trust for Scotland*
to the Forestry Commission, or to the Department of Agriculture. The only drawback
of the district is that it has the rainy climate of the West Highlands. This disadvantage
is less felt in Bcndcrloch and Appiu, which have from 55 to 60 inches in the year.

Special Considerations
In drawing boundaries, we decided to exclude all towns and many villages. Nevertheless,
the, approaches are important, and tliis survey included a site study of certain villages
and of Fort William, which forms a gateway to the selected area. In this burgh notes
were made of possible measures (1) to enshrine its historic monuments and the natural
beauty of its riverside ; (2) to enhance housing schemes and other buildings by suitable
planting ; and (3) to screen the stark ugliness of recent industrial development, which is
of so staring a character as to disfigure the grandeur of thfl surrounding landscape. It was
found that the assets are greater than is commonly realised, and that something can be
done to lessen the ugliness of industry.
The principle is important, for human settlement is the kernel of the countryside. Only
where the works of man are pleasing can the scenery around them be fully enjoyed, and
this applies in the highest degree to tho immediate surroundings of National Parks.

Boundaries
The boundaries run as follows. On the south, along the L M.S. railway from near
Dalmally to Bonawe ; on the west, across Loch Etive to Loch Creran ; northwards from
Creran Ferry, west to Castle Stalker and then by the sea-coast to the ferry at Laroch;
thence to Auchintore Farm, Glen Nevis. Then the boundary would encircle Ben Nevis
and the massif which continues its heights to the east, utilising the light railway track
from the British Aluminium Works to Loch Treig foot. (This line would run close to the
" Parallel Roads " of Glea Spean.) Thence the line would follow Loch Treig to Loch
Treig head and the L.N.E. railway to Gorton crossing, striking south to the county boundary
along the ridge from Beinn a Chreachain to Beinn Achaladair, and including the Beinn
Dorain group to Auch ; north down the Orchy's tributary to Bridge of Orchy, and thence
to Dalmally. (Kinlochleven would be excluded from the Park area.)
These boundaries enclose approximately 610 square miles.

Recommendation
The area is highly recommended for the priority list.

4.

THE CAIRNGORMS

Characteristics
The country centred upon the western Cairngorm Mountains, and stretching from
Strath Spey to the Braes of Mar, is of outstanding beauty. Its landscape differs from
that of others selected by the smoothly rounded skylines of its granite mountains, broken
by cliff-corries, and by the li?;ht heather of its hill-cover, and the pines, juniper-heath and
birches of its " lowland." The climate is' bracing and is relatively sunny; in the valleys
the annual rainfall is less than 30 inches.
The pinewoods along the Feshie have been ruthlessly cut, but some of the trees around
Loch an Eilein have been preserved by th~ efforts of the proprietor. On Deeside, there
are the scattered remnants of parts of the Old Caledonian Forest in Glen Deny and Glen
Lui Beag.
From the cast of Scotland, access to the valley margins of the area is fair. From the
industrial Lowlands, the distance is more considerable, even to Strath Spey, and it is still
further to the railhead of Ballatcr, while the road to Braemar by the Spittal of Glen Shce
makes a long climb for cyclists. For those who wish to climb the mountains, internal
access is a further difficulty, for, in order to reach the hills, a long walk is required from
the main roads or railways, A number of fatalities to walkers on the Cairngorms have
been due to exhaustion.
In summer, recreations are varied from fishing in the Spey and Dee, and bathing in the
lochs, to the fine hill walking on the summits. In winter, ski-ing is common, especially
on the northern side of the Cairngorms.
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The area offers educational interest in itself and by comparison and contrast with other
parts of Scotland. Its inland, eastern situation, and its drier climate, both at present.and
in the Ice Age, have led to its special characters of hill forms and natural vegetation,
leading in turn to its farming and forestry. Tin; (link granites give tin: Cairngorm range
its old Gaelic name of "The Red Hills" (the Monadh Kuadh) by Contrast with "The
Grey Hills " of schist to the north (the Monadh Liath). The associations of the Braeso' Mar
or of Strath Spcy witk Song and dance are well known. The antiquities of the area and the
folk lore have been studied and. recorded.
Hotels and other accommodation are found in the main valleys, and summer letting is
an important resource in villages and farms. Near the mountains there is little accommodation other than lodges. The nearest Youth Hostels are at liallater. Corgarff, Tomintonl, Aviemore and Kingussie.

Special Considerations
Although these characteristics favour selection as a Park, certain provisos are called
for by the nature of the country-—particularly the intlanrmable nature of the dry peat,
the undergrowth of heather and juniper, and the pines—and by the facts of local economics
and community traditions.
The risk of fires resulting from more or less uncontrolled access and indiscriminate
camping must be reduced. To this end, areas of relatively damp, riverside moorland
and birch woods might be set aside for free access. Certain beauty spots or tracts should
also be kept open. Of such is the part around Loch an Eilein (which might be given special
protection as a Nature Reserve), including the little hill to the west, Ord Ban, together
with both banks of the Spcy, and perhaps the unnamed hill with the Duke of Gordon's
•monument (1175), which could be linked by a foot bridge. Another such beauty spot is
that ot Loch Morlich with its shores and Glen More. A camping site might tx- found near
Glenmore Lodge, in sight of the Lodge and the adjacent foresters' or stalkers' houses.
Another possible camping site is found in the inifrfiutntn of the two confluent streams
flowing from Loch Uinich and the Laing Ghrti. Despite controlled camping, a certain
amount of straying is apt to occur, but if this takes place in an area surrounded on two sides
by streams, and on the third by bnre h i l l slopes, the danger to highly inflammable pinewoods is reduced. Should Jire occur, the existence of a stream prevents fire from spreading
further through the layer of peat, and greatly lessens the risk of its spreading through the
heather ; while the danger that the (ire may overleap the stream, through the pine boughs,
could be greatly reduced -by leaving an open space beside the streams, bordered by a
fringe of the less inflammable alders.
With regard to access, it would seem necessary to foresee the provision of hostel accommodation closer to the mountains than is at present the case.

Boundaries
With these provisos in mind, a boundary may now be outlined. Starting from the north,
the boundary would run eastward from the Spey, N.N.K. of Aviemore, to include the
range of Craiggowrie-Creagan Gorm. Thence, it should approximate to the existing path
of the Lairig an Laoigh Pass, by the fords over the river Avon, and south to a point near
the Linn of Dee. The southern boundary might be the Dee-Geldie-Feshie, following the
Feshie to the Spey comluetice, near Kim raig. Thereafter, the boundary might be either
the River Spey, or the road or railway on its western bank.
These boundaries enclose approximately ISO square miles.

Recommendation
The area is recommended as a National Park, with special provisions for protection
from fire, and for Nature Reserves.

5. LOCH TORRIDON—LOCH MAREE—LITTLE
LOCH BROOiM

While the climate shares the high rainfall universal in the west, all the area, except (or
a few central peaks, has less than 100 inches precipitation, in the year, and the sides of the
sea lochs and intervening promontories have from 55 to 60 inches. This is considerablyless than most of Skye or its adjacent mainland.
Access is good, and is possible by rail on the one side, and by steamer or motor-boat
on tin- other. The roads from the railway to Ullapool and Loch Ewe are in good order,
but not, as yet. the road which links the two.
The recreational facilities are varied, owing to the combination of mountain landscapes
with a varied coast and sheltered bays. Then; an; ample opportunities for Hill climbing,
but, in this connection, a word of caution is required. I he crumbling nature of the
Torridonian sandstone makes the large, loose blocks traps for the unwary, and the frequent
recurrence of clilts, too small to be properly marked on any map, offers danger to the
inexperienced.
The educational value of the area is high, because of the variety of the natural setting,
and of the ways of life adapted to it. As a result of the diversity of rock type, slopes and
surface material, there is considerable variety in the flora, while the contrast of plant
communities, seen as one passes from one rock formation to another, immediately attracts
attention. J'nrt of the area is occupied by deer forests, and must be rich in a variety of
fauna.
" The Braes of Glen Braoin ", Fannich Forest! and other places in the district.are well
known to Gaelic singers, overseas and at home.
Most of the crofters' houses arc newly built, and lend themselves to summer letting,
and visitors arc expected and welcomed in the crofting areas. There are Voutll Hostels
at Aehn.ishellach, Inveralhgiu, t.'.aiiloch and Uadbea.

Special Considerations
Cheviot sheep, together with black-faced sheep, form the principal stock, while, among
the cattle, Highland stock are crossed with the usual Lowland breeds. The crofts are welt
tended. There has been some afforestation in the area, the best of which is seen on the
western side of Loch Maree. There is no quarrying in the area or other industry except
that of fishing. The deeply entering arms of the sea suggest that a future development
of inshore fishing, enriched by fish farming, offers hope of economic restoration for the
crofting community. The sheltered waters of Loch Ewe, combined wit*- '*•" •"•'•oc-sihilit-v
justified
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of the lochs has its group of crofting townships of from half-a-dozen to a score of houses.

Boundaries
The following boundaries are sucgcsted :—On the east the road from Dundonnell (Little
Loch Broom) to the turning near Loch a' Bhraom, and then by the western watershed ot
Loch Fanmch and the western end of Loch a' Chroisvr to Glen C arron ; thence a line U b.u
over Ben Liath (3,034 feet), which might include Loch Hair and f och Couhn and the
Loch Damn Forest, south of Upper Loch Torndon. From there the boundary would
follow the coastline to a point just south of Gairloch and then cut across country to tac
coast north of Poolewe, following from there the coastline to Dundonnell.
The Forestry Commission property of Achnashellach would form a link with the Ulea
Affric area.
This area is approximately 500 square miles.

Recommendation
We recommend that this area should be placed on the priority list.

Areas on Reserve List

Characteristics

6. MOIDART—MORAR—KNOYDART

• scenic quality of the area

Characteristics
The scenery in this area, which is beautiful in the extreme, appeals to a wide public
by its variety, for it ranges from the headlands and sandy bays of Morar, with views of
Rum, and Eigg and Skye, to the steep mountain sides of upper Loch Hourn and the head
of Loch Shiel. The wildness of the sparsely peopled interior is relieved by the human
interest of the crofting townships by the sea, with their deeply rooted communal traditions.
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Access to tins area exists by rail, steamer and motor-boat. Loch Arisaig, Morar and '
" Mallaig arc reached by rail, and by a road, the reconstruction of which is almost complete,"*
JMoidart is also reached by road from Fort William, or via the Corran Ferry across Loch
.JJnnhe. There is a steamer service between Glenfinnan and Acharacle. Access to Loch
Nevis is by motor-boat from Mallaig, and Loch Hourn is reached by road (at present in .,
'* bad repair), via Tomdo\vn and Loch Quioch to Kinlochhourn, or to Arnisdale from Glenclg
and Loch Duich. Mallaig is linked with Skye by steamer and ferry, and a. ferry connects
-Clenelg and Kyle Rhea. ,•-•
.
•
,
• •<
•,,'*
i Within the area there are numerous well-defined paths and pony tracks. The coastal
-tracks from Inverie by the Sound of Sleat to Li on Loch Hourn, and from Kinlochailort
by Dig to Kinlochmoidart, must be among the finest coastal walks in Britain.
As distinct from the usual shingle beaches of a rocky coast, this part of the Highlands
ptissesses white sandy beaches. The vivid colouring of the sea, and the wonderful views
<if the islands from the coast are a constant source of inspiration to artists. The hills
around Loch Hourn and Loch Nevis are attractive to the rock climber and mountaineer,
' Sea fishing and bathing, sketching and an occasional visit to the islands are the principal
,'.attractions, though there is also trout fishing in Loch Morar.
'
, .', •
.'" Around the crofting townships the close grazing of cattle and sheep has kept the bracken
' low, and makes moorland walking not too difficult. In the deer forests on the other hand,
the going is rough, through, coarse heather or thickets of hazel, with groves of birch and
<>ak. Afforestation is proceeding at Loch Shiel and elsewhere.
'.- There are several hotels in the area, and there is also accommodation at crofts and
•small farms. There are no Youth Hostels in this area.
•
'
There are few parts of Scotland in which historical association!! appeal to the romantic
temperament so strongly as in this district. It was in Loch-nan-Uamh that Prince Charlie
landed in 1745 i in Borrodale House he spent his first night on Scottish soil. At Glenfinnan
lie raised his standard: after Culloden, his wanderings brought him three more times to
Borrodale. Morar and Mallaig Beg saw him, and it was from Loch-nan-Uamh once more
that he finally sailed for France. The paths he followed from one shelter to another have
been ascertained from contemporary sources, and are on record. It would be an absorbing
holiday study, full not only of historic but also of human interest, to trace for oneself,
these wanderings, even within the limits of this area.
To lovers of the Highlands, the area is also noted for its association with one of the;
^ greatest Gaelic poets. Alasdair MacMhaighstir Alasdair.
• > . " > , , '

Estimate of Suitability .

,

.

,'

In view of the remoteness of the area, there is little danger of spoliation by overcrowding.
• The only part where such a danger might develop is along the coastal strip, but, to acquire'
this, the only developed part of the area, would involve dispi oportionate expense. Planning
control should none the less be exercised to save the Morar district from injudicious or
unsightly development.

Boundaries'

'r
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From the Sound of Sleat, the boundary follows the northern watershed of Loch Honrn,
meeting the Inverness-Ross County boundary near the Saddle; 'then striking south at
the Kinlochhourn—Loch Quoich Pass, and following the main Scottish watershed over
Sgurr na Ciche to Glenfinnan; then to the head of Loch Sunart, and so by Salcn and
Acharacle to the sea at the mouth of Loch Moidart.
This area measures approximately 410 square miles.

Recommendations
^

This area has many of the qualities desirable in a National Park, and, but for the
limitation of choice necessarily imposed on the Committee, would be recommended for
immediate selection. , Meantime, however, it is recommended as a first reserve.
'. .

7. BEN LAWERS—GLEN LYON—SCHIEHALLION
Characteristics
The area includes the Pass of Lyon. Ben Lawers and Schiehallion which are of outstanding
beauty. The Black Wood of Rannoch is another notable feature of the area. This is a
remnant of the old Caledonian Forest, situated on the southern shore of Loch Rannoch.
It is a mixed forest of pine and birch, with very rough heather undergrowth. At least
three generations of pines-can be identified.
" i
Access'is fairly easy by road, but the nearest railway station for the eastern portion
is Aberfeldy. The western section is best reached by rail to Killin Station or to Rannoch
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,; Station-on the Fort William line. Pitlochry Station is the only rail approach from the ,'
MiU »„, north. County roads around or within the area run mainly from east to west, there being ''
. no north to south roads except at the two ends. There is no north and south road from.
,, ."Upper Glen Lyon to Loch Rannoch.
'
'
u-r>( ^ v.' ' -The recreational facilities of this area are scarcely as numerous as in the Ben Nevis—
,f -Black Mount, owing to the absence of the sea-coast, and the various forms of recreation
' 'which it affords. There would be fishing in Loch Tay and Loch Rannoch, and in the River
Lyon. In winter, the Ben Lawers slopes are the happy hunting ground of the Scottish
Ski Club. The Scottish Mountaineering Club have periodic meets at New Year or Easter
for snow climbing. There are good roads for the motorist and the cyclist.
, Although famous in Gaelic song, there is no very well-known historical or archaeological
interest attaching to the area. The rocks belong to the intensely folded schists and other
metamorphic rocks known as Dalradian. With their variety may be linked the variety
< of the flora, particularly on Ben Lawers itself, where certain rare alpine specie!) are to be
found ; and the naturalist would be drawn to the wild life of the Black Wood of Rannoch.
Accommodation in the area is plentiful. Camping grounds can be found everywhere.
There'are Youth Hostels at Killin, Ardtalnaig and Struan.

Estimate of Suitability
The scenery of the area might be described, as uneven in quality. The beauty spots •
already described are of small extent in themselves and are separated by tracts of comparatively uninteresting country. .
•
At the head of Glen Lyon, there rises the Beinn Dorain group of hills, which, however,
can be more conveniently reached from Bridge of Orchy, and has been attached to the '
Black Mount—Ben Nevis area.
.
'
• ' * .*

Boundaries
The area is contained within the following boundaries :—From Glen Lyon at Bridge ot
Balgie, N.N.E. by the Lairig Chalbhath and Allt na Bogair to Loch Rannoch (east of the
Black Wood of Rannoch); along the southern shore of Loch Rannoch, and following' the, r •
road which encircles Schiehallion. S.E. to Coshieville; thence S.W. to Fearnan, Loch fay;.
W.S.W. to Finlarig Castle and Bridge of Lochay (near Killin); up the Lochay for 6 mile*
tdKenknock; over the pass to Lubreoch and down the Lyon to Bridge of Balgie. . , .-';.:'
These boundaries enclose.approximately 140 square miles.
..
v

Recommendations

• - -

I

"On the' whole we feel that +*"'» area should be placed on the reserve list.

;,

. ' , ,.

Note.—In such an area as the Wood of Rannoch,Nthe danger of fire is very great. Syrtematic burning of the heather can never be undertaken, with the result that the undergrowth is very rank. If an accidental fire is started during prolonged drought it can be
stopped by nothing but a downpour of rain. It would seem preferable, therefore, not to
throw open such an area to the public indiscriminately, but to schedule it for preservation,
in some such way as that suggested by the Nature Reserves Investigation Committee. ,„

8. ST. MARY'S LOCH
Characteristics

,

,

*.,

•

• The dales of the area are generally open and give fairly extensive views. The valleysare often floored with alluvium, but that of the Moffat Water is picturesque and steepsided until close to the confluence with" the Annan. The hillsides are covered with bent
^slightly varied with bracken, which gives way, where slopes are steeper with outcropping
'rock and scree, to mingled blaeberry and heather. On the high-lying, ill-drained flats
and hollows the peat is deep. The range of relief visible from the valleys to the heights
is not very great, rarely approaching 2,000 feet except for the glimpses of White Coomb
and adjacent spurs. There are few impressive outlines visible from the valleys.
The rainfall, which is over 60 inches per year on the heights to the west, diminishes to
40 inches at the outer limits of the area.
Access is found by rail or bus from Edinburgh, Glasgow, the Border burghs and the
south. Roads are well graded and have a good surface except for those over the higher
passes (Mcggat to Talla and Altrieve to Tibbie Shiels), and the grass roads like that from
the Head of Ettrick to Moffat Water. Within the area the summits are free for walkers, .
and roads are good for cycling and walking.
•
'
Recreational facilities Include pleasant bill walking, fishing, and boating on St. MarysLoch. . .
,
• .

•
,
"•
>„ •
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This locality contains striking examples of stratigraphical, structural and glacial geology. - •'
~, The valley known as The Grey Hare's Tail is one of the best examples of a hanging valley '
in the Southern Uplands.
,
.
The fauna and flora are restricted as regards numbers of varieties and snecies because •«
of the comparative uniformity of the relief and also because of systematic draining, burning
and control by the sheep farmers. Few flowering plants are to be found in the even grass ' '
< cover. Wilder woodlands are few, and the rough grazing or the cultivation is often carried, '
to the river banks.
' >' • • » • *
, There are several hotels in the area, and Youth Hostels at Chapelhope and Shortwoodend;

Special Considerations

,

. . "^f r

LAND: AKE.AS SUITABLE FUK NATIONAL

H1'

^ ;<

> The main existing land use Is that of Cheviot sheep rearing. The relation of sheep
rearing to wool manufacture is intimate, as particular mills buy from particular farms •
to ensure grading of wool. The agricultural values of the farms are high; hence afioresta- ;
tion, though a possible alternative on heathery slopes, has not been carried out. -t -,. .< , -:
Except for fishing, there is little sport, there being no deer and few grouse or black game: "' •., The water catchment area of Talk, is included to the north-west of the district and this,,',might raise difficulties or objections from water engineers. Almost the only quarrying .*
now is for local road metal.
• > „ • - • - . v. •**,.; . 4 , , --i*;_, •, \' «•"..
~ -

Estimate of Suitability
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The scenic character! though simple and harmonious, is not of such a quality as to offer .;,
great scope for exploration to a wide variety of visitors. The general views of the dales ,*
can be enjoyed cither from the valleys or from the summit ridges, and there is little intrinsic ,
interest in the smooth, even slopes. Lastly, notable viewpoints are few and small and
could easily be overcrowded, Ot such are The Grey Mare'a Tail, the foot of Loch Skeen
with its islands, Tibbie Shiels with its two-fold view, and the brink of The Devil's Beet Tub.
.The comparatix'oly dry climate is in favour of this area.
A further important point is the accessibility of the district from Edinburgh and Glasgow.*
Although access within the area is good, it is considered that this could bo improved by '
the provision of additional rights of way or paths over passes and high hill ridges, and •
by making footpaths along river banks.
•t. v -~ t--i
,>• • ••--'..":•. '.: Recreational facilities are limited. Although the Borders are famed in song and story, '
• - ::- ',> < < the upper dale of Yarrow is not an exclusive heartland to lovers of the Border ballads.
.'

- . ' ' • " • • '•"

Boundaries
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BEN NEVIS. GLEN COE
BLACK ^OUNT

' , ' " , ' / , / ' \,-/l

•' The area is bounded as follows:—On the north by a line running from the Crook Inn' ''* *
"on the Broughton-Moffat road to join the county boundary at Dollar Law; round the
, • • vjjMpv- head of the Manor,Water, thence east and south-east to Mountbenger Inn; then by the ?
^ ',.-•.'
southern watershed of the Upper Ettrick (along the county boundary) to Ettrick Pen; . •
•n i
'* ""• thence across Moffat valley (north of Moffat); northwards to include The Devil's,Beef
v'l' '•>.''Z ' r.Tub, and down the Broughton road to the Crook Inn.
, •• ,
.
-. »•
',.,", ',' - These boundaries contain approximately 180 square miles. ' : •- < 1
v

Recommendation
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TROS5ACHS

, - . - • - , ' \ \ ,' V1 ^

• , ' ' • , - . > ;•' It is felt that this area need not be placed on the priority list of areas suitable for National • •
* "•-'* - ' ' Parks, but might be placed on a reserve list.
•. •,
- ' , " ', • ,\ •••' _ -•'.,.

i. ", " "t '
«,.",. .'"?; -1' " -

.

-

RtCOnnENDED
NATIONAL PARKS

RESERVtS TOR FURTHER
NATIONAL PARKS

21

'

BEN LAWQM CtEN LYON
SCHIEHAULtbN

;

. "._•'!

.

"

s *;,>\'- ''\

>,

*-?.\''• "

'- /v .,!..!,.'"" APPENDIX B

'" •/./ •"•";/,' ' - .
'APPENDIX 0 '. "" ,. -. : * . "-;,
Financial Value of Tourist Traffic

List of Bodies from whom suggestions were
received
V
i CuuniTil for National Parks (representing 31 constituent bodies).
•Association for Preservation of Rural Scotland.
British Ecological Society.
•Camping Club of Great Britain and Ireland (Western District).
•Cyclists' Touring. Club.
t.~ 'Educational Institute of Scotland.
.
•- -> •
. Geological Survey of Great Britain (Scottish Branch). V
''"'-'". « •
'' *Highland Development League. •
.- ' ' " , ' ' " - . • ' •
•Holiday Fellowship Ltd.
.
•-,-.•
f 'Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland.
•Royal Scottish Academy
.
. . .
1 ,*Royal Scottish Geographical Society.
•
'
~- ••
Royal Society of Edinburgh.
' *Saltlre Society.
•
, ,
j,
•Scottish Anglerti Association.
,
'.,,,'
•Scottish Caravan Club.
, *Scottish iJind and Property Federation.
•Scottish Mountaineering Club.
•Scottish Ramblers' Federation.
.
;.,""••
•Scottish Rights of Way and Recreation Society.
'
• -^ t
•Scottish Society for the Protection of Wild Birds.
Scottish Standing Conference of Voluntary Youth Organisations. * . J
•Scottish Travel Association.
. '". '
•Town and Country Planning Association (Scottish Branch).
.Workers' Educational Association.
.,
'.
."
County Council of Ayr
Bute
Caithness •
Dunbarton
Through the Association of County Councils in
Inverness
Scotland.
,
,
,
Kincardine
Kirkcudbright
Midlothian
Ross & Cromarty

.- s

, •""i
•*-; -rf

The importance of tourist trnth'c in intcrnatiouul finance has bcun treated witli tuuvincioj;
clarity by Professor V. W. Ogilvie in his book. " The Tourist Movement." published in 1933.
Quoting from official sources he shows that in 1929 the expenditure abroad of touriits
from the United States amounted to 868,000.000 dollars, only slightly loss than this
979,000,000 dollars which represented the United States income from all its fwufgu
investments for the same year.
Canadian figures are even more arresting. In 1931 (admittedly a peak year fpr tourist
liraffic and a bad year for Mhc.it), receipts from foreign tourists'in (. nnad'a exceeded th«
'expenditure of Canadian tourists abroad by 174,300,000 dollars. When this is compared
:^vith the 177,400,000 dollars which was the whole value <>f the Canadian Wheat exports
"for the same year, it will be seen how great a part the sale of services to visitors plays in
vthe Canadian national economy.
1
On the other hand it is estimated that in the same year the expenditure of British tourists
•abroad exceeded the receipts from foreign tourists in Britain by more than £10,000,000.
Any steps taken to stop this drain on pur national resources and at the same time to
increase the inflow of tourist expenditure into this country would be a valuable contribution"
towards tlio maintenance of our national solvency.
For the realisation of'these possibilities, so far as the Highlands are concerned, it is
cssuvtinl that by the foundation of National Parks and otherwise we jealously conserve
wluit it ill remains of scenic beauty. Visitors from abroad and from England will come
to the Scottish Lowlands for their historical and literary associations; they will como
to the Highlands for one thing mainly—the charm ol groat natural beauty untarnished
by industrialism.
How strongly the tide of tourist traffic was setting towards the Scottish Highlands in
the decade immediately preceding tho war is convincingly shown by the following records
of road traffic supplied by the Ministry of Transport. They give the average number of
vehicles passing certain observation points each day during a week of seven days in August.

*
Road
, I. Glen Albyn and the West

invergarry—Fort Augustus
Invergarry—Tomdown ...
Glenshiel
Invcrmoriston—Climv Inn

Average Dally Number
of Vehicles
1931
1435
1938 '
...
...

•Constituent member of Scottish Council for National Parks.

II. Approaches to Glen Affrlc
-

Kilmorack
i Glasburn
! Glen Urquharl

III. Dlnftwall to Ullapool and Gairloch
i

Garve
Loch-Rosquc (for Gairloch)

...
...

...
...

248
68
76
38

<i32
U2
138
94

430

976

202
101
118

273
154
175

421

(502

258
118
376

IV. Great North Road
Cruhenmoro Lodge
Dalnacardoch

588
565
1,153

V. Glasgow to Fort William
Tyndrum (South of)
Forest Lodge (Old Road)
•' Tulla Bridge (New Road)

'.

766
.139
205
129
1,239

578

notes oil thus« figures may 1*$ appropriate.„'• •*•*•, •* *.,*l';r,''**V^*'.i f.-'"V;v:?JU'v*«;
-{«) The roads in groups 1, II. Ill mut V Me all intimately related to one or other of
the proposed National Park aroas,_ ^ "• .
' , • > , • "
' ' " '"
"';' "
1 * (6) The remarkable increase in traffic on the roads in Croups I and V is coincident \vith
the reconstruction of the roads in these areas during the period under review. It points
not only to the intrinsic attractiveness of these areas,' but also to the effect which the
provision of facilities for access has had in making that attractiveness effective. It is
not open to doubt that facilities for free access to the interior parts of these areas, and
the provision of overnight accommodation at moderate cost within them would result
in even greater popularity.
(c) The relatively slight increase in tho traffic on the road* in Group II is probably due*
, to the difficult ana dangerous roads that lead from them to tho focal points of interest
'within the Park area itself. It may l>e presumed that the roads inside the Park would
be immediately improved by the Park Authority concurrently with improvement of those
, outside the Park by the appropriate Highway Authorities.
• • • , < < • I • .• ,
\ It must, however, be borne in mind that motor buses now cater largely for visitors to
the Glen Affric district. One bus company alone state that their buses carry 3,600 passengers .
• to Loch Affric every summer.; and there are other companies.operating the same tour.
,*-' •• (rf)' In the month of August local and commercial traffic on any of the roads specified
is relatively small. On the other hand there is a possibility iu Groups II, IV and V that'' the same car may be counted twice and in Group I even three times on tho same day
, (though this will be rare). In Group III even double counts would be rare, This would
apply roughly to each of the triennial counts and therefore docs not affect the ratt of
traffic increase,
• •
"
, 1 "
'. (#) Taking the combined figures for Groups I and II only in tho year 1938, and making
Allowance lor local traffic and multiple counts, there remain at least 800 separate vehicles
per day carrying visitors to these districts. Allowing on an average 3 persona per car,
each of whom would require to spend at least 15s. per day on food and lodging somcwhuc
'•' in the Highlands though not necessarily in the area of these roads, it appears that the
> income derivable by the Highlands from the car borne visitors who passed through this "
area in 1938 was of the order of ^1,800 per day, or, reckoning only 90 full days in the year, ,
about £160,000 per annum, which is roughly equivalent to the annual wages of 1,000
' men, that is of three times as many men as the projected Caledonian carbide factory of
1936-38 would have employed. The financial value ot tho Highlands of the beauty of theSe
and the other selected areas is thus not open to question. Nor is it questionable that that •
• beauty will sooner or later disappear unless some protective measures, such as the establishment of a series of National Parks, be taken to conserve it.
.
, ,
' On the reality and extent of the injury done to the scenic value of the shores, especially 'A;
^ the wooded shores, of a loch which is artificially subjected to great seasonal variations
in its water level, the following quotation from Lord Twecdsmuir's last book, " Sick Heart
River," should be carefully weighed. Speaking of a valley in which the water had been
dammed back and afterwards released he says (of tho experience of one of the characters
" in the book):
, .
'".
.
*
Y . '^The valley above tho township was an ugly sight. Tho hillsides had been lumbered
'•' v out and only scrub was left. . . . In the bottom was a dam which had stretched well
up the slopes, for the lower scrub was bleached and muddied with water. But the
: . sluices had been opened, and the dam had shrunk to a few hundred yards in width
'.; leaving the near hillsides a hideous waste of slime the colour of a slag heap. The place
^ was like the environs of a town in the English Black Country.
v i " "He remembered its loveliness 'when Chateau Gailiard had been innocent of pulp
:- mills. , .. There had been a strip of green tneadowland by the waterside grazed by old
~*' fashioned French' cattle, and the stream had swept through it in deep pools and glittering
4," shallows, while above it pine and birch had climbed in virgin magnificence to the crests.
*,- Now all the loveliness had been butchered. . . . He had only seen the place once long
_y ago at the close of a Wue autumn day, but the desecration beat on his mind like n blow."

<l" i

.< Comparative Use of. Youth Hostels in Certain Areas
(Over-nlghts per. annum)
Borders (Yarrow, etc.) • ,'
Galloway •
Loch Lomond—Trossachs
Argyll Forest park ...
Loch Tay and Glen Clova
Cairngorms
GJencoe—Glen Nevis
North-West (Loch Maree, etc.)
.

v

_

.

,

.

«

: 1932 ,,:v

1935
7,904. „ " 16,373
. ' Nirf '• 69'1
3.742 , • i 26,393
2,088
4,971
• 1,592 •;•• 7,290
1,355 •
7.082
232 ,
6,532
5,355 '
15,070
• <• , ^
• many closed.1'

1939 '
22,000
5.817
'31,468
18.563
10,419
8,281
13,162
21,000

.

"21.429
" 9-.042
t 45,996
'125,311
- 18,470
10,882
V'i4,260 '
'•"•7,846

,,

, ,

.f-'.-viNOTES. —As the use of Youth Hostels depends largely on the number and size of
, hostels available in each area, only limited conclusions .can be drawn^from 'these figures. • ,
:\e conclusions are:- '
•' "
* ' ' ' '
'
• •'• '
-,'•'-•."
', ' (a) Scenic beauty is tho greatest attraction. The Border hostels, easily" reached
' from Edinburgh, accounted in 1943 for 2t,429 over-nights ; , tho Loch Tay—Glen Ctova
"• area, although far from largo centres of population, accounted for 18,470, ' ' , '
(5) Weather and rainfall have no influence compared with scenic attractions.
' (c) .Scenic attractions, where combined with accessibility from laiRC towns, draw the '
' * greatest numbers, e.g. Loch Lomond—Trossachs area and Argyll Forest Park. . (d) The Cairngorms rank surprisingly low in order of popularity. ' They are too far
- , f or week-ends, and do not have the variety of scenery provided" in the Loch Maree,
, ' etc., area.•
'.. , '
.'•
...;,..-. -••
'
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..Area in Scotland which may be required for
Forestry and National Parks
, '
• ' * "'„
(a) Forestry ' - , • - . . . • \ ••/,"
Acres
' 5.000,000
2,000,000

Area of effective forest desired in Great Britain
Available from existing woodlands
Balance, being uncultivated land required tn transfer to timber growing-

3,000,000^

It cannot be said with certainty what part of this balance will require to be "found in
Scotland, but a comparison may be made with tfie period 1919-38. In this period (a) I
roughly 40 per cent, of the plantable land acquired by the Forestry Commission was in
Scotland and (ft) in Scotland tho area of plautable land was roughly SO pw cent, of the
total area acquired. If it bo assumed that the Scottish share \\ill not be loss in the 'postwar period, thm the new plantahlt land rcqnlml in Scotlnnd will be at least— .
40 per cent, of 3,000,000 acres
........
, • ,.,
...
'
With this there might be associated an equal area of unprintable laud

' '-

25

'«,'I *4*

< ^ - * ' • " • ' • • - • • ' '- '

Total .!.

26 .

:!•.'" .'..': '-;.;'

.

•

Acres
1.200.000
1,200.000

% 2.400.000

'*•»

»pr:rf^^;^^^

$<*':"'"• ''••k1> '*" '

;

•;•

' ."V

,<•;

Acres'^

. !.r iv -. •* 71 ,'Xand for National Park purposes to-be immediately developed or to be ! - ' ' , * » .< *
" f I"}"-'*t"
' "*«heduled for future development say 3,000 square miles
«..« ..." ; ¥.920,000:
" "' ^:IA* ""-' ' Total for mutually independent «* by Forestry C5ommis9lon and for National
1*''4^r

„
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*
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^Estimate of land avaUable ia Scotland

',
«V Acres
«?
_,,.", ^ », 173,000
•«>„!» .«. v * 1,074,000
jV..«> '.;,.» •;* ".3,349,000 -

Woodlands
'Deer Forests ; ...

'' \-''' < • » Department of Agriculture for Scotland, Agricultural Statistics, 1938. x'
"-'•* V|t '.-" \e is therefore ample land available in Scotland for-independent operations by the
1 jK• J .
forestry Commission and a National Park Authority as contemplated ift the Report.
' - • " * • • > f ' ':, The Committee visualise, however, that part of the land required for afforestation
. - "H^ \ ' miSnt be within the National Park areas (paragraphs 7 and |8)u,^..v^«ls^,- -,.' ,«
i."'r£'\l>r" :.,\'' " " •', ' i'.' , " l > - '"•'•
' ' . ' '!. /. .'' " ;>«\^'-' ?.-'.-<> «*• ^ - _, .'
."v,*^-

i'v c -..

\'^ *

.

;•- r - " ,

' C .\{Totai land area of Scotland; 19,070.000 aca*s.)"-^^- >V/?^-'-* 't
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