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AREAS IN SCOTLAND SUITABLE FOR
NATIONAL PARKS

To the Riour HoxouvrasLE THoMas Jounston, M.P.,
Sccretary of State for Scotland.

Six,

We were appointed in January 1944 as an informal Committee to advise upon
the areas in Scotland which might be suitable Tor National Parks and, with
this end in view, to supervise an actual survey of potential areas by one of the
Planuning Officers of the Department of Health for Scotland. [t was mqmm-d
that, in the first instance, we should direct our attention to the selection of
four or five arcas.

PART I—INTRODUCTION

1. We met on ten occdsions. Nine field surveys were carried out by Dr.
Arthur Geddes, who was accompanicd on several of these by the Chairman
and on one by Dr. Fraser Darling. : |

2. As a guide to the Committee, suggestions as to suitable areas.were invited
from a large number of organisations, domiciled in Scotland or having a direct
interest in the cstablishment of Scottish National Parks, and we have to
express our keen appreciation of the very informative and helpful response
which was made to our invitation by bodies representing the most varied
interests. A list of organisations which assisted in this way is given in Appendix
B. None of the replies received by us was adverse to the setting up of National
Parks in Scotland.

3. For scveral years past opinion has gathered weight in support of National
Parks. In 1931 a Committec under the Chairmanship of Dr. Addison (now
Lord Addison) reported* in their favour; in 1942 the Committce on Land
Utilisation in Rural Areas (Lord Justice Scott) declared in their Reportt that
““the establishment of National Parks in Britain is long overdue™; and in ghc
recent White Paper on The Control of Land Use} (June 1944) ** the preservation
of land for national parks and forests, and the assurance to the people of en-
joyment of the sca and countryside in times of leisure ” arc indicated as part

of the Government programme of reconstruction.

PART II—WHAT IS A “NATIONAL PARK?"’

4. Having considered various efforts to crystallise in some formula the ideas
underlying the now alimost universal urge towards the formation of National

" Parks, we agreed to be guided by the detinition which follows in carrying vut

the terims of our remit:

A National Park is an extensive tract of country of oulstanding natural
beawly, preferably also of scientific, cultural or Justoric interest, owned or
controlled by the Nation, accessible {o all as a malter of right under suilable
regulations, and administered by or on behalf of the Nation lo the end that
its distinctive values may be preserved wnimpaired for the emjoyment and
recreation of this and future generations.

* Cmd. 3851. $ Cmd. 6378. ¢ Cmd. 8537.
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-8, While- this definition rightly stresses the preservation and accessibility -
of the distinctive beauty or interest of a National Park area as the most im- -
portant. objects of its administration, it docs not preclude the maintenance
or even the extension of such economnic uses of the land as are consistent with
these primary. objects, provided that allocation of the land to agriculture or
forestry be under the ultimate control of the Authority responsible for the
administration of the National Park arcas. We arc also satistied that, subject
to the same condition, the fostering of the rural industries to which the arca
is naturally suited should not be overlooked in an enlightered National Park
policy. One of the prime duties of the National Park administration should

be to preserve the continuity ol rural life in the communities concerned,
L )

G. No genceral limitation or restriction of agriculture is contemplated. On
the contrary increased farm produce will be necessary to megt the needs of
more visitors, with a resulting benefit to existing farming or crofting interests

' within, and in the neighbourhood of, National Park areas. Similarly, fish

farming in sca and fresh water lochs might increase both the economic resources
and the attractions for visitors.

7. We are also of opinion that considerable afforestation is quite compatible
with use of an area as a National Park. In this respect the Scottish country-
side, particularly in its barer parts, would often gain rather than lose, by
judicious afforestation. If, in planting, adequate provision were made for
footpaths or bridle paths, access to viewpoints, and open spaces where trees
would hide the view, and if a variety of hardwoods were included, we see no
reason why large parts of the selected arcas, unsuitable for agriculture, could
not be used for afforestation.

We find it necessary, however, to distinguish between National Parks as
we-have defined them and the National Forest Parks projected or already
established by the Forestry Commission. Generally, we feel that the plantable -
area comprises too large a proportion of National Forest Parks for these to meet
fully the nced for National Parks in the wider sense. While these Forest Parks
make a valuable contribution to the facilities afforded to young people for open
air exercise, we are of opinion that they should be considered as additional
rather than alternative to the National Parks with which we are concerned.-
The goodwill shown to visitors by the Forestry Commission, and the experience
it has gained in its special National Forest Parks, have led us, where it seemed
convenient, to make the tentative boundaries of the proposed National Parks
march with areas already controlled by the Commission. _ _

8. The view has been expressed that the creation of National Parks will tend
to concentrate tourists in the Park area-to the detriment of other parts of the
country. With this view we cannot agree. We are of opinion that the estab-
lishment of such Parks, as arcas in which natural beauty is frecly and casily

-accessible, will add to the general attractiveness of Scotland as a holiday resort
.and lead to an increase in the volume of tourist traffic throughout the country,

Many who come to visit National Parks will no doubt remain long enough to

. visit existing holiday resorts, or will use these resorts as starting points for
. fours to the Park areas. _

» It should not be overlooked that the areas most suitable for National Parks
on account of their natural beauty arc for the most part areas of low economic
development which stand in need of some additional source of income, such
as an increase in the tourist traffic might furnish, if their present population
is to be increased or even maintained. '

An indication of the possible financial value of tourist traffic' to Britain,
particularly to those districts in which National Parks may be established,
and a note of the use made of Youth Hostels in these districts, are given in

Appendicés C and D.




‘be anticipated will fender this criterion one of diminishi

9. Among the scientific inter¢sts to which our definition bricfly alludes, the

wild plant and animal life of the selected districts takes a prominent place.

‘The safeguarding and perpetuation of that life, both for its own sake and for
its scientific interest, must receive special attention within a National Park.
10. We have introduced into our definition of National Parks the idea of
size. Our aim is to differentiate between National Parks, as generally under-
stood, and ** green belts,” playing fields and municipal or regional parks. JIn

our view a National Park fulfils a higher or at least a different function from.

any of these. It should be * large enough for the Nation to enjoy and important
enough to justify the intervention of the State”. For the cteation of green
belts, playing fields and municipal parks, which are by their very nature
specially related to some large city and of peculiar and almost exclusive value

to its citizens, recourse might be had to the powers granted to Local Authorities

by Town and Country Planning or other Acts. R

For these reasons also we have excluded from our recommendations certain
short ranges of hills on the east of Scotland, largely used for grazing, such
as the Pentlands, the Ochils and the Sidlaws.” Access to these areas is already
good, and while many people from the towns in central Scotland can traverse
any of them and return to town at night, those who wish to stay overnight
are catered for by hotels and hostels near the hills. .

11. On the basis of the foregoing analysis it should be possible to lay down
criteria for the selection of potential National Park areas which are not con-
troversial. We conceive that these criteria should be as follows :—

(a) Outstanding scenic beauty. The austere grandeur ‘of mountain and

moor, the varied beauty of glen, woodland, and running water, should all

be represented.
(8) Accessibility. This implies both access to the National Park area

and freedom ef access within the area itself.
The increase in leisure and the improvement of travel facilities which may
ng importance. None
the less it will be necessary to provide for two types of visitor (a) the single
day or week-end visitor who must reach his destination quickly ; (b) the visitor
who will spend a week or more in the Park, and is prepared for a full day’s
journey in order to reach it. The selected areas should therefore include at
least one area situated near the largest industrial centres.

Freedom of access within the area will in most cases be progressive and
should ultimately be complete, except in so far as access to cultivated land
must be controlled or forbidden in the interests of the cultivator. Limitation
of access at certain seasons may also be necessary for the eradication of vermin
and the control of deer and other game. Fase of access will be provided by
the construction of new bridle tracks and footpaths.

(c) Preservation and preservability. In its landscape character the area
should be free from disfigurement. As part of this character we include
any portion of the landscape which, though lying outside the boundary of
the Park, is clearly in view across a valley, river or loch, and which we
assume could also be preserved from disfigurement. :

(d) Recreational facilities of an open air type. F
would be an advantage.

(¢) Educational, cultural and soctal interests of the area under any cf
these heads:

Study of scenery, and Geology.
Natural History.,

Antiquities and Architecture.
Folklore and History.
‘Occupations, Crafts and Customs.
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acilities for winter sports
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o 'bl‘:h’fotilghout”Sco.ttN; };i%to}y th'e‘: Vb'e'autk of our scencry has awakened a.

. sh history y of our scenery. has awak a. .

- response from the nation. This has expressed itself in f3k~songs“;<anoevgxe1daﬁ o

~-over the world and also in literature translated into many languages. The
_nature poetry of the Gael, ranging from the ancient descriptive poems, ascribed

-to Ossian or Deirdre, down to the odes of Alexander M
lo ; dre, C ¢ > acdonald
Ban Macintyre and the songs of living bards, excrts a fresh ixlxﬂuogxécl)tltl)x-lg‘;;

* through new translations. Nor should we forget the birth of Welsh nature

poetry in Strathclyde. The enthusiastic response of voutl iti

/ le. T sias Spons outh to the o 3

‘ ;)nfiered by tltxlc_Sqottlsh Youth Hostels ASSOCE’ItiOH suggmm how N "«glr:grltlufl’nltxl;(z
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wit% enew ¢ uvs intimate assoctation of our people, and particularly our youth,

(f) Flora and Fauna. 1t is felt that in a diminishine intryside
variety of the flora and fauna is tending to be restri«s:ltlggi? cﬁg?xgg;idlgaiti
should give opportunity for the survival of those species which do not
directly interfere with the practice of husbandry, and game preservation
should be hmxtcd,to control of certain predatory species such as foxes ana
hooded crows. Were these to be allowed to breed and multiply unchecked
;rlxl 3 I:IOaSoxltz:‘llngrk orf N?Iturcl$cserV‘c, they would soon become so numerous

so destructive of other li ¢ vati ark mig /i ‘
oandeg aaructive of nuisancfz ‘tha.t a National Park might eventually be

g) Accmnmndation: Considcration should be*given to the extent of
g.\xbt'mg accommodation in or near a Park, and how far this could be increased
_ w}tlxczgr;ﬁlé; xéuealx&s.b Thgieb?nght include the provision of camping sites !
k ould be suitably controlled in the interests ity
e the sts of amenity
public health and of the campers themselves, R ity and
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PART III-AREAS SURVEYED
12. In a country so rich in scenic beaut i ’
. y, our field of choice covered
Xlrg:naréi,uirom thedOt\lxtexé }{slands, Assynt and the Cuillins, in t;(érioilyeg
rran, Galloway and the Cheviots, in the south. The Iimit.s im d ,
c?term and l?y the n}xmb_c}r of National Parks to be sclected led to%gzeexgﬁs?;f
of certain arcas which, in themselves, might be regarded as suitable for our

pucrftosel.t V&;: were forced to weigh the competing claims of some regions of
great natural beauty or interest, but which might be difficult of access from

- centres of population, with those of others more accessible to the majority

of our people,
After preliming iderati d ' :
o :_pre lmm"lry consideration, field surveys were mafie of the following
St. Mary’s Loch.
Glen Affric—Glen Cannich—Strath Farrar.
. Loch Lomond—Trossachs. v ‘
Glen Lyon—Ben Lawers, .
"~ Ben Nevis—Glen Coe—Black Mount.
Moidart—Morar—Knoydart.
« Loch Torridon—Loch Maree—Loch Broom.
The Merrick—Glen Trool.
~ The Cairngorms.

In Appendix A will be found summary reports on all these areas, with the

' exception of The Merrick—Glen Trool area, in which it is understood that

the Forestry Commission proposes to set up a National Forest Park



'PART IV—RECOMMENDATIONS

.« 13. After full consideration of reports on the surveys and of suggestions
received, we recommend the following arcas, in the order given, as suitable

for National Parks :—
' Approximate area

(1 square miles)

1. Loch Lomond-~Trossachs . 320
2. Glen Affric—Glen Cannich--Strath Farrar ... 260
3. Ben Nevis—Glen Coe—Black Moqnt 610

4. The Cairngorms... 180
5. Loch Torridon—Loch Maree—Little Loch Broom 500

Total e 1870 square miles
L]

A rescrvation by the late Mr. P. Thomsen, suggesting extension of the Glen

Affric—Glen Cannich—Strath Farrar area to include Glen Garry and Glen
Moriston, will be found at the end of our main Report. : ' :

14. In addition to these five arcas a sixth area, The Merrick—Glen Trool,
in the South of Scotland, seems to us to be eminently suitable for a National
Park. We have omitted it from the list in view of the proposal of the Forestry
Commission to convert the ground owned by them into a National Forest
Park, and since we understand that the Commission intends to provide good
facilities for access and for recreational use by the public. -

15. We suggest that the following further areas, in the order stated, might

be placed on a reserve list for consideration at a later date :—
¢ Approximate area

(in square miles)
0

6. Moidart—Morar—Knoydart ... 41
7. Glen Lyon—Ben Lawers—Schiehallion ... = 140
8. St. Mary’s Loch 180
) Total 730 square miles

-
P

16. A map showing priority and reserve areas forms part of Appendix A
The boundaries shown on the map outline, in the most gencral way, the areas
agreed upon. They are to be regarded merely as suggestions, based on the
preliminary reconnaissance in the field surveys, and as furnishing possible
lines from which further study of boundaries might begin.

While all towns and many villages have been excluded, problems of com-
munity planning, most of them on the margins of the areas, were noted during
the surveys. These will have to be considered if the homes of our communities
are to be worthy of their people and of a renascent regional life.

17. Nature Reserves. We recommend that within those areas which may
be set aside as National Parks certain parts should be set aside as Nature
Reserves. In addition, three relatively small areas which were considered for
inclusion in the areas of selected National Parks, but which lie outwith the
tentative boundaries now recommended, are worthy of preservation and we
are, therefore, of opinion that they should be scheduled as Nature Reserves.
These are the lower rcaches of the Garry and the Moriston, and the Black
Wood of Rannoch. (See also Mr. Thomsen’s reservation.)

18. Extent of Areas. The boundaries of the areas which we recommend
were determined on their merits and not in conformity with any preconceived
ideas as to the appropriate magnitude of National Parks in Scotland.

" A lower limit of about 150 square miles may be inferred from our deeision,
recorded in section 10 above, that areas such as the Pentland Hills should be
dealt with as Regional Parks rather than as National Parks.

9
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and the United States range downwards from a maximum of 4,000 square -
miles. It might appear at first sight that National Parks so great are only
possible in countrics of continental magnitude. But New Zealand, with an
area only about 10 per cent. greater than that of Britain, has one very large
National Park—Fjordland—extending to 3,500 square miles. An older country,
the State of New York, for many purposes a separate political entity, only
half as large again as Scotland, and with a high average density of population
has, in addition to more than 40 smaller parks, dedicated and developed the
whole Adirondack region, 3,000 square miles in extent, as a single continuous
State Park, equipped with numerous camp sites, ample canoeing facilities,
and 500 miles of walkers’ trails.

Returning to Great Britain, we find that opinion in England has for many
years given pride of place to the English Lake District as a potential National
Park. Its area extends to approximately 800 square miles.

It will therefore not be considered extravagant that in Scotland where the
land suitable for Naticnal Parks is so much greater, both absolutely and
relatively than in England, we have included in our list one area of approxi-
mately 600 square miles.

Considering next the total area covered by our selected sites, it is to be noted
;hﬁt the land area of Scotland extends to 30,000 square miles, made up as

ollows :—

) Square miles _
Rough Grazings 14,300
Woodlands ... 1,700
Deer Forest ... e e e - 5,200
: ‘ . 21,200 -
Arable, Permanent Grass, Urban, etc. cee L eee . ean 8,800
30,000

Of the 21,200 square miles of land of relatively low economic value we con-
sider that it would be not unreasonable to dedicate and preserve one-seventh
part or, say, 3,000 square miles, ** for the enjoyment and recreation of this
and future generations.” This would be about half the area devoted to deer
forests in pre-war time. Our selected areas extend in all to 1,870 square miles
with a possible addition of 730 square miles comprised in the areas suggested
for later consideration.

It should be noted that in accordance witn the principles laid down as
ancillary to our definition of National Parks, much of this area would still be
available for grazing purposes, and much might also be afforested by arrange-
ment between the Park Authority and the Forestry Commission. Even without
such arrangement the 21,200 square miles of relatively poor land would provide
ample scope both for the development of National Parks as we envisage them
and for the eperations of the Forestry Commission as proposed in the Report
on Post-War Forest Policy pnblished in 1943, Cad. 6447 (See Appendix E).

While it is not within the scope of our remit to make recommendations with
regard to the acquisition and administration ol the selected area, we venture
none the less to foestall eriticism by suggesting that even if the acquisition of
3,000 square miles of land.suitable for National Parks is not immediately
practicable, vet the gradual acquisition and development of such an area in
the course of the next ten or twenty years is not impossible.

19. In making our selection we have judged the areas chosen on the basis
of thejr existing scenic quality and in the expectation that this can be main-
tained. Upon the preservation of natural beauty depend the success of National’
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We gratefully acknowledge his important share in the task we had a

i or irh appreciation of the assistance
p finally, we wish to place on record our high apprecta of the assistance
givzolr; tlolll]l: l})oth in Cmmhlittoo and in the field, l);{' %)r.l.;\rtltxllr‘ Lu_.(hci:sﬁ’rlan\xnxl];
Dffic ol 3¢ » his colleagues, Dr. A. B.
: spartment of Health for Scotland, and by his colle gucs.
’(I');migxx} gﬁ)‘l\lr. D. M. McPhail, of whom the formcr was Se.cretarg{ ttodﬂ;z
Cor}xllmittee from its appointment to March 1944 and the latter from that da
to the conclusion of our sittings. o
Our thanks are also due to Mr. W. G. Gray, Miss K. M. Henderson and other

officers of the Department for their assistance.

(Signed) J. D. Raysay, Chairman.
( , ) F.FRAasErR DaRrrLING.
( » ) D.G. Mo

Signed) ArTiUR GEDDES.

(Signed) Survey Qfficer.

( , ) D. M McPuamw,

Secretary,

3rd October, 1944.
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RESERVATION BY
THE LATE MR. PETER THOMSEN

Glen Garry and Glen Moriston

While I agree entirely with the suggestion conveyed in Section 9 of the
Report, that within National Park areas, established and protected as such,
other areas still further protected, should be delimited as nature reserves,

I am of opinion that the scheduling of an area as a nature reserve alone will
" have no protective value whatsocver either against the invasion of that reserve
or against the destruction of its natural beauty if any major question of
development, as for Hydro-electric purposes, should arise. ‘

This view finds special application in connection with the lower reaches of
the Rivers Garry and Moriston. The Survey Report of this district (Appendix
A (2) ad fin) describes the beauty of this area with unstinted praise, but the
majority of the Committee have none the less recommended that it should
not receive the full protection which will presumably be accorded to a National
Park area (see Scction 17).

With this recommendation 1 find myself completely at variance. In three
successive years during the life of the present Parliament public opinion has
been very clearly expressed to the effect that these two glens should not be
disfigured by Hydro-electric development and Parliament has on each occasion
accepted and acted on that view. The Association for the Preservation of
Rural Scotland were the protagonists in that controversy on the amenity issue,
strongly supported by the Highland Development League on totally different
grounds. By recent decisions in Council the Association for the Preservation
of Rural Scotland, backed by the Scottish Council for National Parks, substan-
tially adhere to their former views. * :

I submit, therefore, that the Glen Garry—Glen Moriston area be included
among those areas which are eminently suitable for National Parks, and that
it receive the fullest protection which it may be possible to give to such areas.

It is not, however, my intention that this area should be regarded as a
separate recommendation to the exclusion of one or other of the five areas
recommended by the Committee. Its natural position in our scheme is as part
of the central area north of the Great Glen, and it should be considered as
integral with the Glen Affric—Glen Cannich—Strath Farrar area which is our
second preference, providing the first and easiest access to that area from
the south.

The boundaries of the extended Glen Affric area as described in Appendix
A 2 would then be as follows :—

From Plodda Falls, east-south-east to cross the River Moriston near Dal-
cataig, thence south-west for about six miles and, passing west of Fort Augustus
and Auchterawe to the main road at Bridge of Oich, along the shore of Loch
Oich to the road bend, then westwards behind Invergarry Hotel, crossing the
River Garry near Aldernair Church, along the lower slopes of Ben Tigh to
Greenfield and the ford at the head of Loch Garry. Thence to Bridge of Loyne
and the castern end of Loch Clunie, and northwards to rejoin the interrupted
boundary of the Afiric region. :

The additional arca would extend to about 150 square miles, raising the
area of our second selection to 410 square miles and our total to 2,020 square ~
miles. This, even with a possible addition of 730 square miles for the areas
on our reserve list, is still well within the 3,000 square miles we have adopted
as our possible maximum.

Much of the area now proposed is already in the hands of the Forestry
Commission. . :

The extension of our Central or Glen Affric area in the manner suggested
would bring the south-western corner of that area near to the eastern boundary -
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" of the Knoydart—Morar—Moidart arca which we have placed first on our

reserve list. It is an attractive thought that if, as I hope, that arca be given

equal standing with the first five, and a short corridor provided “either b

way of Glen Kingie or by Glen Dessary, our recommendations, if accepted,

would provide a continuous belt of State-owned walking land amid the finest

scenery in Britain and free of access to all, from the Atlantic in the south-west

aBt the mouth of Loch Moidart to the Northern Minch at the mouth of Loch
room,

APPENDIX A

Suivey Reports : Areas on Priority List
1. LOCH LOMOND—TROSSACHS

Characteristics

The fame of the area is amply justified by its beauty. In spite of the absence of peaks
of Alpine scale, Loch Lomond is comparable to the Jtalian lakes by the contrast it offers
between the narrow upper end, overlooked by mountain and crag, and the open basin
in its lowland surroundings to the South. The park boundary would include the most
accessible part of this mountain scenery, the Ben Lomond Massif.

Similarly, the lochs from the Trossachs region to Loch Voil are famous and of universal
appeal. The succession of rocks is striking from those of the Old Red Sandstone age at
the Lowland fringe, through the slates and other altered or metamorphic rocks, aligned
from the islands of Loch I.omond to the Menteith Hills, northwards across the Highland
Boundary Fault to the Highland grits and schists. Each of these is associated with the
change in land forms and land use which compose the scenery. The oak and birch woods
of the glens give place to mountain pastures of grassland mingled with heather, with
alpine flora at the hill tops. Deer arc found in the north of the area. Although the climate
is rainy, exceeding 100 ins. on and around the chief heights, the southern shores of Loch

" Lomond and the east of Loch Vennacher have only from 50 to 60 ins. rainfall in the year.

The area is easily recached, both by rail and road, from the main industrial centres of

- population. Between the north of Balloch Castle Park and Balmaha, however, access

to the shore of Loch Lomond is difficult.

The facilitics for boating, canoeing, sailing and water transport are unusually good, on
Loch Lomond particularly, and are capable of further development. The district is already
very popular with walkers and climbers. ‘

The chicf educational value is the contrast it offers in landscape and life from Lowlands
to Highlands.

The literary appeal of ** The Lady of the Lake " and * Rob Roy", and (still more widely
known)*‘ The Bonnic Banks of Loch Lomond " springs at once to mind.

_The area is well served with hotels, and there are Youth Hostels at Kinlochard, Brig
o Turk, Balquhidder, Killin, Crianlarich, Arrochar and Iaverbeg.

Special Considerations

Agriculturally, much of the area is not of the highest value for sheep farming.

Afforestation is proceeding in the areas under the Forestry Commission, and has also been
adopted by Glasgow Corporation along the north side of Loch Katrine. The National
Forest Park on Loch Long-side, while not actually contiguous, adds to the areas open for
holiday enjoyment in this region. :

Fishing is good. Although grouse are found in the area, shooting valucs are understood
to be low. The deer forest of Ben Vorlich is stocked with fine stags and its sporting value
is understood to remain high.

Much of the area is important for water catchment. Quarrying occurs at Aberfuyle,
below Craigmore, and slate quarries are situated immediately to the north.

Estimate of Suitability

The attractions of this district to tourists are very great, as it contains so many places
of romantic and historic interest and some of the most famous scenery in the world.

The area has the further merit of being within easy reach of the industrial belt. More-
over, we understand that proposals have been made to facilitate access to the shore of
Loch Lomond north of the boundary of Balloch Park. In general we suggest that the
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" Ben Lomond, Ben More, Ben Venue and Ben Ledi.

o
greater the road facilities up to the area, and around it, the better, but that multiplication
of motor roads through it would do more harm than good by disturbing existing and

potential harmonies in the landscape, and by actually increasing the distance of unspoiled

country from tbé towns. Additional walking and cycling paths could easily be made.

Boundaries

The area proposed would include Loch Lomond, with its western and southern banks,
Loch Ard, Loch Katrine, Loch Vennachar, Loch Lubnaig and Loch Voil, together with

From the foot of Loch Lomond, the
boundary would extend in an E.N.E. direction to Aberfoyle; thence to Kilmahog ;
northwards along the Leny and Loch Lubnaig to Lochearnhead and Killin Junction ;
westward to Crianlarich, and then down Glen Falloch to Loch Lomond.

This boundary would enclose approximately 320 squarc miles.

Recommendation
The area is highly recommended for the priority list. .

2. GLEN AFFRIC—-GLEN CANNICH—STRATH
’ FARRAR '

Characteristics d

These three grand glens run parallel to one another, falling eastward from the high
Bens of the west. The rapid transition from the wild, cloud-capped scenery of the west
to the variety and charm of the east is possible only where Scotland narrows north of the
Great Glen. The watershed at the head of Glen Affric is not more than 6 miles from the
western seaboard at Loch Duich, and the confluence of the Rivers Farrar and Glass is
tess than 12 miles from the eastern seaboard at the Beauly Firth. Each valley is some
20 miles in length. :

These glens, while showing interesting diffcrences in detail, possess marked characters
in common, and each one shows a three-fold contrast. The first contrast unfolds itself
from the hizh, bare western passes and peaks, some of which approach 4,000 feet, to the
more wooded slopes and lesser peaks of the east. Secondly, as one travels, the eye is re-
freshed by the recurrent changes from open vales with green haughs or shining lochs to
narrow, steeply sloping, forested valleys, with picturesque gorges, rapids and falls.  Thirdly,
the sunny, northern side of the valleys has offered sites for small farms, cottages aud
lodges, linked by a road. Thus, at almost any point along the road, in the lower part of
any of the three valleys, one looks from homesteads, ficlds, and open grazings, varied
by birch groves and an occasional pine, across the waters to the serried pine woods of
the Caledonian Forest.

The whole district enjoys a remarkably wide range of climate. Although the weather
may be rainy and cold at one cnd of the area, it may be fine at the other. Thus visitors
who are not active enough to enjoy walking on the higher hills in wet weather might,
in an hour or two, find sunshine elsewhere, without leaving the confines of the Park.

The area is distant from Lowland centres of population, but, from the point of view
of the economic reconstruction of the Highlands, the importance has been pointed out

. of spreading visitors over the country rather than of concentrating them south of the

Great Glen.
At no point does the area touch the sea, so that the seaside sports of sea fishing and

bathing, boating and sailing are absent. Nevertheless, arms of the sea are not far off,
whether to east or to west. ' )

For field studics the special interest of the area lies in the contrasts of landscape and
life alrcady named. In the northern part lie schists and gneiss. The southern part has
still to be surveyed geologically and offers opportunity for research in this study as in
others. Although Strath Farrar is commemorated in Gaelic song, the arca is not widely
known to history or to literature, for its very remoteness has kept it out of the world.

There are hotels at Struy, Invercannich and Tomich, and the nearest Youth Hostels
are at Buntait, Alltsaigh and Ratagan. Lodges are found in all three glens.

Estimate of Suitability »
The outstanding beauty of the area comprised within the water-shed of the rivers Afiric,
Cannich and Farrar mark out the threc glens for preservation as a National Park. A

further advantage of the area is its varied climate.
Inaccessibility from the larger centres of population appears to be a drawback. But,
with the improvement in transport facilities which may be looked for, this disadvantage




"in most places.

spread, and in this connection

will be lessened.  Moreover, tourist trafic can, with profit, be
Ives to planned rural develop-

the villages of Struy, Invercannich and Tomich lend themse

ment. .

Boundaries , :
The boundary recommended follows, on the south-cast, the River Glass, from near

Struy, upstream to Plodda Falls; on the south, the southern watershed of the Affric,
linked round the head of Glen Cannich to the northern watershed of the Farrar, These

boundarics enclose approximately 260 square miles.

Recommendation
The area is highly recommended for the priority list.

Note.—Loch Garry and Invermoriston as possible Nature Reserves.

We also recommend for preservation as Nature Reserves the lower reaches of the Rivers
Garry and Moriston. The upper reaches of these two glens are rather open, boggy and
devoid of contrast to merit inclusion in a National Park ; but the lower reaches of the
rivers and their wooded slopes, by Loch Garry and round Invermoriston, are of marked
beauty. :

Loch Garry and its shores form a gateway from the Great Glen to the western highlands
of Kintail and Loch Hourn. The islets of Loch Garry and the slopes around it are notable
for groves of birch and juniper, with stands of native oak and pine. They show a rich
variety of flora, and, correspondingly, of bird life.

The falls at Invermoriston, the lower wooded gorge through which the river flows, the
little village and the wooded park make Invermoriston an area of rare charm. It forms
a natural halt upon the new road along Loch Ness. Here again the natural beauty of the
river and waterside should bte preserved. k

The land immediately to the south and north-east of both areas is already in the possession
of the State, being administered by the Forestry Commission. Were the two watersides to
be taken over, or scheduled for preservation, cach would be almost cnclosed by the Com-
mission’s plantations, If the Forestry Commission could undertake a measure of super-
vision, through one of their officers on the spot, no adininistrative disadvantages would

arise from the isolation of a small area.
(Note.—The late Mr. Thomsen's rescrvation on Area No. 2 appears on pages 12 and 13).

3. BEN NEVIS—GLEN COE—BLACK MOUNT

Characteristics
Rising steeply from sea-level at the loch shores to the highest altitude reached in Britain,
Ben Nevis and its attendant group of hills, together with Ben Cruachan, the Buachailles
of Etive, and the grim hills of Glen Coe, form a potent factor for the choice of this as a
National Park. The added attraction of the sea lochs and of views over the islands rounds
off a perfect specimen of West Highland scenery.
In spite of its situation, access to this area, both by road and by rail, is excellent. Access
by sea, via Loch Etive and Loch Creran, is an added attraction. .
Recreational facilities are numerous. The rock climber and the less adventurous moor-
land walker are well provided for; the motoist can motor through and round the area.
Ponies could take riders by bridle paths to the summits of Clach Leathad, Stob Gabhar
and other heights. The trout fishing in Lochs Tulia, Ba and Laidon is proverbial. There
is salmon fishing in the Awe, the Etive and the Orchy. For those who prefer the sea,
there are sea bathing and fishing in Loch Etive, Loch Creran, Loch Leven and Loch Linnhe.
For the naturalist there is probably a greater variety of wild life to be found here than
Ranging as it does fror the western sea to the Moor of Rannoch, including
at Black Mount Lodge a part of the old Caledonian Forest, and rising from sea level to
4,400 feet, the area atfords fine opportunities for studving the habits of 2 very wide range
of native wild animals and plants. For the geologist, the igneous complexes of Glen Coe
and Ben Nevis afford a never-ending field for investigation. Their granites and lavas are
surrounded by ancient, much altered and much folded rocks, and the varied structure of
the whole has been gradually planed, then deeply grooved and sculptured anew, by the
work of rivers aud ice.
The region is rich in historical and literary interest. The tragedy of the Massacre of
Glen Coe, and the mystery of the Appin Murder (so vividly described by R. L. Stevenson
in * Kidnapped  and ‘* Catriona ") probably attract as many visitors from abroad to this
area as are attracted to the Trossachs by ““Rob Roy " and '* The Lady of the Lake.”
In the northern part, Inverlochy is connected with the name of the great Marquis of
Montrose and his marvellous counter-march in mid-winter from Cill Chumein (the present
Fort Augustus) via Corryartick Vass, Glen Roy and Glen Nevis. -
There are many hotels in the area, and there are Youth Hostels at Dalmally, Glen Coe,
Glen Nevis and Loch Ossian.

» : < : . T

" Estimate of Suitability B ‘ -

It would be difficult to find elsewhere in Britain a clearly defined Ama of similar size where

" a National Park, easily accessible to all, could be more readily established. A large part

of the area south of Loch Leven already belongs either to the National Trust for Scotland,
to the Forestry Commission, or to the Department of Agriculture. The onl drawback
of the district is that it has the rainy climate of the West Highlands.” This disadvantage
is less felt in Benderloch and Appin, which have from 55 to 60 inches in the year.

Special Considerations

In drawing boundarics, we decided to exclude all towns and many villages. Nevertheless
the approaches are important, and this survey included a site study of certain villa.ges;
and of Fort William, which forms a gateway to the sclected arca. In this burgh notes
were made of possible measures (1) to enshrine its historic monuments and the natural
beauty of its niverside ; (2) to enhance housing schemes and other buildings by suitable
planting ; and (3) to screen the stark ugliness of recent industrial development, which is
of so staring a character as to disfigure the grandeur of the surrounding landscape. It was
found that the assets are greater than is' commonly realised, and that something can be
done to lessen the ugliness of industry.

The principle is important, for human settlement i3 the kernel of the countryside. Only
where the works of man are pleasing can the scenery around them be fully enjoyed, and
this applics in the highest degree to the immediate surroundings of National Parks.

Boundaries

The boundaries run as follows. On the south, along the L M.S. railway from near
D;leally to Bonawe ; on the west, across Loch Etive to Loch Creran; northwards from
Creran Ferry, west to Castle Stalker and then by the sea-coast to the ferry at Laroch ;
thence to Auchintore Farm, Glen Nevis. Then the boundary would encircle Ben Nevis
and the massif which continues its heights to the east, utilising the light railway track
flrom the British Aluminium Works to Loch Treig foot. (This line would run close to the

ngra.Ilel Roads ' of Glen Spean.) Thence the line would follow Loch Treig to Loch
Treig head and the L.N.E. railway to Gorton crossing, striking south to the county boundary
along the ridge from Beinn a Chreachain to Beinn Achaladair, and including the Beinn
Dorain group to Auch ; north down the Orchy’s tributary to Bridge of Orchy, and thence
to Dalmally. (Kinlochleven would be excluded from the Park area.)

These boundaries enclose approximately 610 square miles.

Recommendation
The area is highly recommended for the priority list. !

4. THE ' CAIRNGORMS

- Characteristics ‘ .

The country centred upon the western Cairngbrm Mountains, and stretching from
Strath Spey to the Braes of Mar, is of outstanding beauty. lts landscape differs from
that of others selected by the smoothly rounded skylines of its granite mountains, broken
by cliff-corries, and by the light heather of its hill-cover, and the pines, juniper-heath aod

_birches of its ** lowland.” The climate is’ bracing and is relatively sunny ; in the valleys

the annual rainfall is less than 30 inches.

The pinewoods along the Feshie have been ruthlessly cut, but some of the trees around

Loch an Eilein have been preserved by th. efforts of the proprictor. On Deeside, there

‘Ii,r:i t:}[;ec :cattcred remnants of parts of the Old Caledonian Forest in Glen Derry and Glen
.

_ From the cast of Scotland, access to the valley margins of the area is fair. From the

industrial Lowlands, the distance is more considerable, even to Strath Spey, and it is still

* further to the railhead of Ballater, while the road to Bracmar by the Spittal of Glen Shee

makes a long climb for cyclists. For those who wish to climb the mountains, internal
access is a further difficulty, for, in order to reach the hills, a long walk is required from
thé main roads or railways, A number of fatalities to walkers on the Cairngorms have
been due. to exhaustion. :

In summer, recreations are varied from fishing in the Spey and Dee, and bathing in the
Jochs, to the fine hill walking on the summits. In winter, ski-ing is common, especially
on the northern side of the Cairngorms.
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The area offers educaticnal interest in itself and by comparison and contrast with other
parts of Scotland. Its inland, eastern sitnation, and its drier climate, both at present.and
in the Ice Age, have led to its special characters of hill forms and natural vegctation,
leading in turn to its farming and forestry. The pink granites give the Cairngorm range
its old Gaclic name of " The Red Hills " (the Monadh Ruadh) by ¢ontrast with ' The
Grey Hills " of schist to the north (the Monadh Liath). The associations of the Braeso’ Mar
or of Strath Spey with song and dance are well known. The antiquities of the area and the
folk lore bave been studied and recorded,

Hatels and other accommodation are found in the main valleys, and summer letting is
an important resource in villages and farms.  Near the mountains there is little accom-
maodation odher than lodges. The nearest Youth Hostels are at Ballater, Corgarff, Tomin-
tonl, Aviemore and Kingussie. .

Special Considerations .

Although these characteristics favour selection as a Park, certain provisos are called
for by the nature of the country—particularly the intlanfmable nature of the dry peat,
the undergrowth of heather and juniper, and the pines—and by the facts of local economics
and community traditions.

The risk of fires resulting from more or less uncontrollod access and indiscriminate
camping must be reduced. To this end, areas of relatively damp, riverside moorland
and birch woods might be set aside for free access.  Certain beauty spots or tracts should
also be kept open.  Of such is the part around Loch an Eilein (which might be given special
protection as a Nature Reserve), including the little hill to the west, Ord Ban, together
with both banks of the Spey, and perhaps the unnamed hill with the Duke of Gordon's
moenument (1175}, which could be linked by a foot bridge.  Another such beauty spot is
that of L.och Morlich with its shores and Glen More, A campinyg site might be found near
Glenmore Lodge, in sight of the Lodge and the adjacent foresters' or stalkers' houses.
Another possible camping site is found in the snterfomen of the two confluent streams
flowmg from Loch Einich and the Lairig Ghru.  Despite controlled camping, a certain
amount of straying is apt to occur, but if this takes place in an area surrounded on two sides
by streams, and on the third by bare hill slopes, the dangar to highly inflammable pine-
woods is reduced. Should fire occur, the existence of a stream prevents fire from spreading
further through the layer of peat, and greatly lessens the risk of its spreading through the
heather ; while the danger that the fire may overleap the stream, through the pine boughs,
could be greatly reduced -by leaving an open space beside the streams, bordered by a
fringe of the less inflammable alders.

With regard to access, it would scem necessary to foresee the provision of hostel accom-
modation closer to the mountains than is at present the case.

Boundaries

With these provisos in mind, a boundary may now be outlined. Starting from the north,
the boundary would run eastward from the Spey, N.N.E. of Aviemore, to include the
range of Craiggowrie-Creagan Gorm. Thence, it should approximate to the existing path
of the Lairig an Laoigh Pass, by the fords over the river Avon, and south to a point near
the Linn of Dee. The southeran boundary might be the Dec-Geldie-Feshie, following the
Feshice to the Spey conduence, near Kincraig. Thercafter, the boundary might be either
the River Spey, or the road or ruilway on its western bank.

These boundaries enclose approximately 180 square miles.

Recommendation

The arca is rccommended as a National Park, with special provisions for protection
from fire, and for Nature Reserves.

5. LOCH TORRIDON—LOCH MAREE—LITTLE
LOCH BROOM

Characteristics )

The scenic quality of the area is outstanding, with its wide range of rock types and
hill forms, of fresh water and sca lochs, with lonely mountain forests and social hamlets
aleng the bays. The relief is famous for its diversity and the striking contrasts due to
rock type and structure, sculptured by running water, ice and winves. Qutstanding to the
cye, by their contrasts of colour, gleam and form, are the striking series of ancient gneisses,
quartzites and sandstones with other greatly altered stratified rocks; and there stands
out the evidence of powerful, horizontally directed dislocations or “ thrusts,” by wkhich
masses of older rock were transported westwards and piled upon younger strata.
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the area, except tor
and the sides of the
This is considerably

While the climate shares the high rainfall universal in the west, all
a few central peaks, has less than 100 inches precipitation m the year.
sea lochs and intervening promontories ha}'czl frcém 55 to 60 inches.
ss than most of Skye or its adjacent mainland. )
lesj\ct:e‘ss is good, zmg)l’ is possibleJ by rail on the one side, and by s‘te.an'mr or 1111ot10r;::ﬁ:3‘,_t
on the other. The roads from the mil;:'ay to Ullapool and Loch Ewe are in good ¢ ,
as ycet > rOd ‘hich links the two. ) i o
bu’i‘l:f-"x:"vclr:*;{tli:';lut\ll“f::(:illi‘lliv\; are varied, owing to the combination of mountain laf“.lh(i‘l.p"f“
with a varied coast and sheltered bays.  There are ample opportuntties for l}l“ L%unfu;ll.-.:
but, in this connection, a word of caution is required.  The crumbling u.\tura{ t‘.v ’u‘;
Torridonian sandstone makes the large, loose blocks traps for the unwary, and thc‘ I (111;111
recurrence of clilts, too small to be properly marked on any map, ofters danger to the
i srienced. ) ] .
mc’l'xlg)gi:i?u:atiunul value of the arca is high, because of the variety of the n'a.t‘uxf'xll sctt;r;,:i
and of the ways of life adapted to it.  As a result of the diversity of mck\ type. s o‘;csl nd
surface material, there is considerable variety in the flora. while the c.(Jxx;‘raalt o ttp"a'ts
commuuitics, seen as ofe passes frum one rock formation to another, uu_x{xcglute y at éa.co.t
attention. l'art of the arca is occupied by deer forests, and must be rich in a variety
fm‘l‘n'?'iw Braes of Glen Braoin ”, Fannich Forest, and other places in the district are w eli
known to Gaclic singers, overseas and at home.
Most of the crofters’ houses are newly built, and
and visitors ave expected and welcomed in the crolting arcas.
at Achnashellach, Inveralhigin, Gaivloch and Badbea.

and lend themselves to summer letting,
There are Youth Hostels

Special Considerations
Cheviot sheep, together with black-faced sheep, form the “T“\Cl?ﬂ‘l s'tncl‘(,‘\\‘l;ltlc. ?m‘l:nﬁ
the cattle, Highland stock are crossed with the usual Lowland breeds. . I:{\L u‘o s are tix !
tended. There has been some atforestation in the area, the best of w hu.!} 13 settn m}ce (t
western side of Loch Maree. There is no quarrying in the area or other in (1113 r;; etnegt
that of fishing. The deeply entering arms of the sea suggest that a‘future tﬁ:\g (;Er ent
of inshore fishing, enriched by fish farming, offers hope of ccqnor}mc‘_rgs'_c?ra me-;sibilitv
crofting community. The sheltered waters of Loch Ewe, combined w it 1t ; acc’l.‘t Hy.
justificd the erection of good piers at Aultbea and at certain points on the coast.

sites of existing hutments and services provide facilities for ca.n.‘tpmg:d :-\st;cgu\r\fiizrxsxxc‘:‘fg?gg
in numbers, an improvement in the coasting scrvices may be e.\pecf_ lm o s
lie in the comparative shelter, given by the Isle of Skye, from the a‘()\lt 1-wes! gales, Bact
of the lochs has its group of crofting townships of from half-a-duzen to a sco 1 .

Boundaries

The following boundaries are suggested :(—On the t Du naell (1.
Loch Broom) to the turning near Loch a' Bhraoin, and then by the w ‘-stcfn' \;gxt:r\.s\lrusfl\x\)‘f
Loch Fannich and the western end of Loch a’ Chroise to Glen Carron tht{m.f- d."ll‘\t WS
over Ben Liath (3,034 feet), which might include Loch ¢ lair and Loch Cou ‘l‘<' i the
Loch Damh Forest, south of Upper Loch Torridon. IFrom there the Lm}lm Ary' ;.:x‘ !
follow the coastline to a point just south of Gairloch and then cut across hountr) to the
coast north of Poolewe, following from there the coastline to Dundxl)_m;{e b the Glen
The Forestry Commission property of Achnashellach would form a link w1

Affric area. ) .
This area is approximately 500 square miles.

east the road from Dundonaell (Tittle

Recommendation
We recommend that this area should be placed on the priority list.

Areas on Reserve List
6. MOIDART-—MORAR—KNOYDART

Characteristics T

i i vhich 1 sa vt i xtreme, appeals to a wide

The scenery in this area, which is beavtiful in the ex 1ohe

by its varietr)y, for it ranges from the headland_s a_nd sandy bays of )II_;)rar, “;t(ki‘ t‘gg‘;x Z‘ :)d

Rum, and Eigg and Skye, to the steep mountain sides qf upper Lodx] d %xérri]a R

of Loch Shiel. The wildness of the sparsely.penplqd interior 1s reliev r{al hie haman
interest of the crofting townships by the sea, with their deeply rooted commu
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tion: y Fort ‘Williara line. - Pitlochry' Station'is the only rail approach from the
Alorth. :-County roads aronnd or within the area run mainly from east to west, there being
‘116 north' to south-roads except at the two ends. “There is no north and south road from. :
%‘ Glen Lyon to Loch Rannoch, © =0 i b smers e oo R
: recreational facilities of this area are scarcely as numerous as in the Ben Nevis—
ack:Mount, owing to the absence of the sea-coast, and the various forms of recreation
which it affords. .- There would be fishing in Loch Tay and Loch Rannoch, and in the River
Lyon.. In winter, the Ben Lawers slopes are the happy hunting ground of the Scottish .
-Ski Club. ‘The Scottish Mountaincering Club have periodic meets at New Year or Easter ==
‘for snow climbing. There are good roads for the motorist and the cyclist. g
5 Although famous in Gaelic-song, there is no very well-known historical or archaeological .’
interest attaching to the area. - The rocks belong to the intensely folded schists and other .
‘metamorphic rocks known as Dalradian. With their varicty may be linked the variety
‘of the flora, patticular:fr on Ben Lawers itself, where certain rare alpine specie$ are to be
-found ;  and the naturalist would be drawn to the wild life of the Black Wood of Rannoch.
.  Accommodation in the area is plentiful. Camping ounds can be found everywhere..
“There are Youth Hostels at Killin, Ardtalnaig and Struan. " @7 o 0 00 v

‘Estimate of Suitability * . " A BT e TR
"+ The scenery of the area might be described. as uneven in.quality. The beauty spots ..«
‘already described are of small extent in themselves and are separated by tracts of com- "

: ratively uninterestin{conntry.. R RERCE: R AR TR
" At the head of Glen Lyon, there rises the Beinn Dorain group of hills, which, however, "
can be more conveniently reached from Bridge of Orchy, and has been attached to the:-

Black Mount—Ben Nevis area. i e T i B L

~ACCess to.this area exists bar .ray, steamer and motor-boat, LOoCh Ansaig, Morar ana
"Mallalg are reached by rail, and by a'road, the reconstruction of which is almost corplete,
Moidart is also reached by road from Fort William, or via the Corran Ferry across Loch™
There is a steamer service between Glenfinnan and- Acharacle. ” Access to Loch
Nevis is'by motor-boat from Mallaig, and Loch Hourn is reached by road (at present in
‘bad repair), via Tomdown and Loch Quioch to Kinlochhourn, or to Arnisdale from Glenelg -
nd Loch Duich, Mallaig is linked with Skye by steamer and ferry, and a ferry connects:
Glenelg and Kyle Rhea, .0 i o 0 oy e m e et e et gt
~ Within the area there are numerous well-defined paths and pony tracks. - The coastal
racks from Inverie by the Sound of Sleat to Li on Loch Hourn, and from Kinlochailort .
by Uig to Kinlochmoidart, must be among the finest coastal walks in Britain. oo oxt
_"As distinct from the usual shingle heaches of a rocky coast, this part of the Highlands

around Loch Hourn and Ioch Nevis are attractive to the rock climber and mountaineer,
Sea fishing and bathing, sketching and an occasional visit to the islands are the principal .
ttractions, though there is also trout fishing in Loch Morar, St i

Around the cro ting:wnships the close grazing of cattle and sheep has k:gt the bracken '
ow, and makes mooriand walking not too difficult.: In the deer forests on the other hand, -
he going is rough, through coarse heather or thickets of hazel, with groves of birch and

. -Afforestation is proceeding at Loch Shiel and elsewhere. = .- e -
.. There are several hotels in the area, and there is also accommodation at crofts and. ::
mall farms.  There are no Youth Hostels in this area.. -, . Rk R L S
There are few parts of Scotland in which historical associations npﬁeal to the romantic
emporament 80 strongly as in this district, It was in Loch-nan-Uamh that Prince Charlie
anded in 1745 ¢ in Borrodals House he spent his first night on Scottish soil. - At Glenfinnan
+he raised his standard :. after Culloden, his wanderings brought him three more times to -
Borrodale, Morar and Mallaig Beg‘ saw him, and it was from Loch-nan-Uamh once more
that he finally sailed for France. The paths he followed from one shelter to another have:
been ascertained from contemporary sources, and are on record. - It would be an absorbing
holiday study, full not only of historic but also of human interest, to trace for. oneself
‘these wanderings, even within the limits of this area. SRR IR SR e
© To lovers of the Highlands, the area is also noted for'its association with one of the:
greatest Gaelic poets, Alasdair MacMhaighstir Alasdair.” . .75 e T

Esti#;iaté M‘_Suitabﬂity’?f‘_‘; 3

. Boundaries . . SR R el e ;
-".The area is contained within the following boundaries :~—From Glen Lyon at Bridge of
“... Balgie, N.N.E. t;{ the Lairig Chalbhath and Allt na Bogair to Loch Rannoch ‘mt of the
" 'Black Wood of Rannoch) ; along the southern shore of Loch Rannoch, and following the .

. road which ercircles Schiehallion, S.E. to Coshieville ; thence S,W. to Fearnan, Loch Tay ;-
“: W.S.W. to Finlarig Castle and Bridge of Lochay (near Killin) ; up the Lochay for 8 miles -
td Kenknock ; over the pass to Lubreoch and down the Lyon to Bridge of Balgie. -
= ... These boundaries enclose approximately 140 square miles. ' - R

In view of the remoteness of the area, there is little danger of spoliation by overcrowding.’
“The only part where such a danger might develop is along the coastal strip, but, to acquire’.
“this, the only developed part of the area, would involve disproportionate expense.” Planning
“contro! should none the less be exercised to save the Morar district from injudicious. or
. unsightly development. . - . ) . . EIp

Iiécbmméndationé '

On the whole we feel that this area _Qhould be placed on the reserve list. U

< Note.—In such an area as the Wood of Rannoch, the danger of fire is very great.” Sys=;
- tematic burning of the heather can never be undertaken, with the result that the under-
. growth is very rank. If an accidental fire is started during prolonged drought it can be
. stopped by nothing but a downpour of rain. It would seem preferable, therefore, not to-
* throw open such an area to the public indiscriminately, but to schedule it for preservation.
in some such way as that suggested by the Nature Reserves Investigation Committee.

A ; : v -
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“ Boundaries * ‘ T e e e e e T
“" From the Sound of Sleat; the boundary follows the northern watershed of Loch Hourn,",
‘reeting the :Inverness-Ross County boundary near the Saddle; 'then striking south at
he Kinlochhourn—Loch Quoich Pass, and following the main Scottish. watershed over .
gurr na Ciche to Glenfinnan ; then to the head of Loch Sunart, and so by Salen and . .-
Acharacle to thé sea at the mouth of Loch Moidart. - -« . 00 oo vl et a0 T

" This area measures approximately 410 square miles. . .. o )

TR
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| ~'8,. ST. MARY’'S LOCH
- Characteristics . .0 0 e T s T e e
¥+The dales of the area are generally open and give fairly extensive views. . The valléys
" are often floored with alluvium, but that of the Moffat Water is picturesque and steep- -
' .gided -until close to the confiuence with the Annan. The hillsides are covered with bent
* slightly varied with bracken, which gives way, where slopes are steeper with outcropping
: rock and scree, to mingled blaeberry and heather.. On the high-lying, ill-drained flats
. and hollows the peat is deep.. The range of relief visible from the valleys to the heights
is not very great, rarely approaching 2,000 feet except for the glimpses of White Coomb ...
‘- .and adjacent spurs. There are few impressive outlines visible from the valleys. S
<% The rainfall, which is over 60 inches per year on the heights to the west, diminishes to
-40 inches at the outer limits of the area. : ' ’ L
+.-Access is found by rail or bus from Edinburgh, Glasgow, the Border burghs and the "
‘gouth. Roads are.well graded and have a good surface except for those over the higher =/ ..
es (Meggat to Talla and Altrieve to Tibbie Shiels), and the grass roads like that from . .
e Head of Ettrick to Moffat Water. - Within the area the summits are fre¢ for walkers, ;
and roads’are good for cg;:ling and walking. - . s B i ST
,‘Rhecmtionnl facilities include pleasant hill walking, fishing, and boating on St. Mary

Recommendations - L L S B
* This area has many of the qualities desirable in a National Park, and, ‘but for ‘the
limitation of -choice netessarily imposed on the Committee, would be recommended for = -
mmediate selection.  Meantime, however, it is recommended as a first reserve.

[

7. BEN LAWERS—GLEN LYON—SCHIEHALLION =

Characteristics =~ . , 3 i -
i The area includes the Pass of Lyon, Ben Lawers and Schiehallion which are of outstanding -
‘beauty.. The Black Wood of Rannoch is another notable feature of the area. Thisisa -
Cyemnant of the old Caledonian Forest, situated on the southern shore of Loch Rannoch. i
‘1t is a mixed forest of pine and birch, with very rough heather undergrowth. ‘At least -
‘three generations of pines-can be identified. . S R A
2. :Access is fairly easy by road, but the nearest railway station for the eastern 'pm‘t’iori; .
_is Aberfeldy:  The western section is best reached by rail to Killin Station or to Rannoch

B IO S Al T g EE i o DA e Loc!
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. This locality contains striking examples of stratigrat%!;ical. structural and glacial g@olozfy
The valley known as The Grey Mare's Tail is one of best examples‘of & hanging valley
in the Southern Uplands. - = 000 L5 R R S SIS s T

The fauna and flora are restricted as regards numbers of varioties'and species because
of the comparative uniformity of the relief and also because of systematic draining, burning:
and control by the sheep farmers. - Few flowering plants are to be found in the even grass:
cover. ;- Wilder woodlands are few, and the:.rough grazing or the cultivation is often carried .
to the river banks. " N , . g T v
7. There are several hotels in the area, and Youth Hostels at Chapelhope and Shortwoodend

1 SCOILAND @ AREASQUITADLE " .FUR . NATIVUNAL - FARRS

Y4

Special Considerations o it e ;
The main existing land use. is that of Cheviot sheep rearing. . The relation of sheep
rearing to wool manufacture is intimate, as particular mills buy from particular farms -
to ensure grading of wool.. The agricultural values of the farms are high ;. hence afforesta-
tion, though a possible alternative on heathery slopes, has not been carried out. . -
" Except for fishing, there is little sport, there being no deer and few grouse or black game
The water catchment area of Talla is included to the north-west of the district and this.
night raise difficulties or objections from water. engineers.  Almost the only quarrying
w is for local road metal. = | . st v ' s
Estimate of Suitability ™ = *..a0y s 0
', 'The scenic character, though simple and harmonious, i not of such a quality as to offer
. great scope for exploration to a wido variety of visitors. The genoral views of the dales
! can be enjoyed cither from the valleys or from the summit ridges, and there is little intriasic
“interest in the smooth, even stopes.. Lastly, notable viewpoints are fow and small aad:
could casily be overcrowded, Of such are The Grey Mare's Tail, the foot of Loch Skeen :
with its islands, Tibbie Shiels with its two-fold view, and the brink of The Devil’s Beet Tub,
*2.The comparatively dry climate is in {avour of this area, - SR e T Lt
A further important point is the accessibility of the district from Edinburgh and Glasgow:
Although access within the area is good, it is considered that this could be im; by
the provision of additional rights of way or paths over passes and high hill ndges; and
by making foot?aths along river banks. - G e N
.~ Recreational facilities are limited. Although the Borders are famed in song and story,
-the upper dale of Yarrow is not an exclusive heartland to lovers of the Border ballads.
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‘Boundaries "7 v e e ' :
The area is bounded as follows :—On the north by a line running from the Crook Inn .
on the Broughton-Moffat road to join the county boundary at Dollar Law ; round the -
i head of the Manor Water, thence east and south-east to Mountbenger Inn; then by the

southern watcrshed of the Upper Ettrick (along the county boun ) to Ettrick Pen;”
thence across Moffat valley (north of Moffat); northwards to include The Devil's. Beef

Tub, and down the Broughton road to the Crook Inm... - LS

These boundaries contain approximately 180 square miles.:
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Recommendation

It Is felt that this avea nesd not be placed

on the pri
Parks, but might be placed on a reserve list,
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-5 APPENDIX - C . 7
Financial Value of Tourist Traffic
The imporiancc of {ourist trailic in internatioual lihanéc has bculi tfvnle;.i witli convincing
‘¢larity by Professor ¥. W. Ogilvie in his book, ** The Tourist Movement,” published in 1933,
""Quoting from official sources he shows that in 1929 the expenditure abroad of tourists

“. “from the United States amounted to 868,000,000 dollars, only slightly loss than the
979,000,000 dollars which represented  the United States income from all its {orcigu

Cinvestments for the same year. : RIS SR
“i Cunadian figures are even niore arrosting.  In 1931 (admittedly @ lgcak year for touris

rafic and a bad year for wheat), receipts from forcign touristy in Canada exceeded the)

sxpenditure of Canadian tourists abroad Ly 174,300,000 dollars. When this is compared |
vith the. 177,400,000 dollars which was the whole value of the Canadian Wheat exports
#for the same year, it will be secn how great a part the sale of servicos to visitors plays in
.the Canadian national economy. . : A it
+"On the other hand it is estimatod that in the same ycar the expenditure of British tourists
abroad cxceeded the reccipts from foreign tourists in Britain by more than £10,000,000.

Any steps taken to stop this drain on our national resources and at the same time to
ountry would be a valuable contribution”

APPENDIX B.*

,:fif"Llst' of Bodies from whom suggestions Wer_é
TN .~ received Y

LR RN

. Scottish Coundil for National Yarks (representing 31 constituent bodies). -
# Assuciation for Preservation of Rural Scotland. %
<" Dritish Ecological Socicty. ‘ O
i »Camping Club of Great Britain and Ircland (Westorn District).
2 #Cyclists” Touring, Club. L S e
'+ *Educational Instituto of Scotland. -~ R RN S
= Geological Survey of Great Britain (Scottish Branch).
+/ *Highlarid Development League. -t e
" '¢Holiday Fellowship Ltd. oL :
‘#Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland. .. - - i
'*Royal Scottish Acadcm¥ S e e
‘sRoyal Scottish Geographical Society. =7 . do e T

i Royal Society of Edinburgh. . [N SRR o '
“‘,‘Snl)t’ire Societyy. 8 - R L FASNIE T ottss . “increasc the intlow of tourist expenditure into this ¢
“ ®Scottish Anglers Association. ., LA e ' “towards the maintenance of our national solvency. : SaER
#Scottish Caravan Club, P 0 Vor the realisation of thesc possibilitics, so far as the Highlands arc concorned, it 18
‘ : ©essential that by the foundation of National Parks and otherwise we jealously conserve:
Iingl:md will come

% mSgottish Land and Property Fedoration.
./ #Scottish: Mountaineering Club, ; )

- ®Scottish Ramblers' Fedcration. IRt

. #Scottish Rights of Way and Recreation Society.
. #Scottish Society for the Protection of Wild Birds. ~ . .
iy | ‘Scottish Standing Conference of Voluntary Youth Organisations.
i #Scottish Travel Association. R .
.~ *Town and Country Planning Association {Scottish Branch). =

Workers' Educational Association. - e

hat still remains of scenic beauty. - Visitors from abroad and from
“to the Scottish Lowlands for their historical and litcrary associations ) they will come’
to the Highlands for one thing mainly-—the charm of great natural heauty untarnished

. by industrialism. i =
5" How strongly the tide of tourist traffic was setting towards the Scottish Highlands in
“the decade immediately preceding the war is convincingly shown by the {ollowing records
ol road traflic supplicd by the Ministry of Trausport. They give the average nurber of
. ivehicles passing cortain observation points each day during a week of seven days in August.

1 SR ISR R Average Daily Numbe

County Council of Ayr .y PR
e 2w e 7y, Bute . RN BT = : A
b, Cai U L TR g , L " of Vehicles .
e Da\.xl;%naitszn S SR s e L e ; R Road : G 1931 oo 1938
" Inveress. ~ y Through the Association of County Councils.in Glen Albyn and the West o o
“; Kincardine - - Scotland. ;v ot o Invergarry—Fort Augustus =~ .. 248 o 632
' Kirkendbright N RO T é'chr{,;;xrry—-—’rc‘)mdown PR R R : (7,2 lllitzt
%, 'Midlothian Lovh T s e slenshiel ..o e s Temedl R 3 o 38
""" Ross & Cromarty T e uvcrmoristgxy-C}uuy fon 38 94
i R ‘ 430 976

*Constituent member of Scottish Council for National p@l’kB; ’ ; i s e
" s [ 11, Approuches to Glen Affric

RO R T R R R

Sy - Kilmorack e o
. " Glasburn ... N S T RUCP 11] SRR S
~ REERERE IT R

[ Glen Urquhart - wo = aee e e

SRR : R ERNEy 420602
. - 11f. Dingwall to Ullapool and Gatirloch : ; R :
i~ 2 Garve T e e LR 258 e 428
: ' *. Loch-Rosque (for Gairloch) ... ="l i 118 L 221

Eaee , Caloe e Tare L e
: 2 IV, Great North Roud B SERE i T
¢ Cruhenmoro Loudge & = .. S L e oo, 588 S 682
565 N}

»'.Dalnacardoch e Vi e v
e _. TS 148

Glasgow to Fort Willium .
. ‘Tyndrum (South of o e veal oy
Torest Lodge (Old Road) vies D

Tulla Bridge (New Road) ... ceei

3 W v" ; !_.:. ;
L 701,078

ol

oo

1,891




A few otes “oit these figuresmny
(a) The roads in' grovps 1, 11, 1
he proposed National Park arcas,
he reconstruction of the roads in thesc areas during the period under review. It points
not only. to- the intrinsic attractiveness of these arcas, but algo to the effect which the”
" provision of facilitics for access has had in making that attractiveness effective. It iy
not open to doubt that facilities for free access to the interior parts of these arcas, and
the provision of overnight accamuiodation :at moderate cost within' them would reault’
cinjeven greator popularity. oo g sk 0 LR R
. {6} The relatively slight increase in the traffic on the roads in Group 1T is probably due,

‘to the difficult an dangerous roads that lead from them to the focal ‘pointy of intorcat.

“within the Park’area itsclf.: It may be presumed that the roads inside the Park would:

¢ jmmediately improved by the Park Authority concurrently with improvement of; thoso -

witside the Park by the appropriate Highway Authoritics.

_must, however, be borne in mind that motor buscs now cater !argolg for ‘visitors 1
e Glen Affric district. ' One bus comtﬁany alone state that their buses carry 3,600 passengers
Loch Affric every summer.; and there are other companies.operating the same tour.

(@) In "the month 'of August locai and commercial traffic on any of the roads specificd

g
g“’is relatively small.:. On the other hand there is & possibility in Groups II; IV and V that-

he same car may be counted twice and in Group I.even three times on tho same day

though this will be rare). * In Group IIL even doublé counts would be rare, . This would :

“apply roughly to eéach of the triennial counts and therofore docs not affect the yale of
tmfﬁ% increase, | .,‘ 5 G e e e B i By el i :

{¢) Taking the combined 6&\1&3 for Groups I and U ouly in the ;-mf 1838, and ‘making '

llowance for local traflic and multiple counts, there renwin at least 880 separate vehicles

per day carrying visitors to these districts. .Allowing on an average 3 persons per ear, .

each of whom would require to spend at least 15s. per day on food and ladging somewhere
in’ the Highlands though not necessarily in the area-of these roads, it appears that thé
income derivable by the Highlands from the car borne visitors who passed through this
area in 1938 was of the order of £1,800 per day, or, reckoning only 90 full days in the year
about £160,000 per annum, which is roughly equivalent to the annual wages-of 1,000

men,; 'that is of three times as many men as the projected Caledonian carbide iactog of
ooes

938-38 would have employed. ' The financial value ot the Highlands of the beauty of
and the other selected areas is thus not open to question; Nor is it questionable that that
beauty will sooner or later disappear.unless some protective measures, such as the estab-
lishment of a series of National Parks, be taken to conservg it. 7. 507 . :

. On the reality and extent of the injury done to the scenic value of

3T A

the shores, especially

the wooded shores;, of @ loch which s artificially subjected to great seasonal variations -

in its water level, the following quotation from Lord Twecdsmuir's last book, ** Sick Heart

River,” should be carcfully weighed. Speaking of & valley in which the water had been -

lammed back and afterwards rcleased he says (of the experionce of one of the characters
in the book) "~ A Al S B ) R e
ut and only scrub was left. ; . . -Ini the bottom was a dam which had stretched well
‘up the slopes, for the lower scrub was bleached and muddied with water. : But the
sluices had been opencd, ‘and the dam had shrunk to a few hundred yards {n width
leaving the near hillsides a hideous waste of slime thé colour of a slag heap.  The place.

" was like the environs of a town in the English Black Country. © -

' He remembered its loveliness ‘when Chateau Gaillard had been innocent of i)ulp :
mille.’s i There had been a strip of green meadowland by the waterside grazed by old .

fashioned French cattle, and the stream had swept through it in deep pools and glittering

shallows, while above it pine and birch had climbed in virgin magnificence to the crests.

Now all the loveliness had been butchered. .He had only seen the place once long
i se of a hiv f secration beat on his mind like a blow

{b) The remarkable increasc in traffic on the roads in Groups I and Vis coincident with

“ The valley above tho township was an ugly sight. The hillsides had been lumbered

Botrders (Yarrow,

Galloway ~ . 0 e

Loch Lomond—Trossach

Argyll Porest Park ... .,
“Loch. Tay and Glen Clova ...

Calrngorms . .:0 .

Glencoe—Glen Nevis <7700

‘ North-West (Loch Maree, etc.)

NOTES —As the use of Youth Hostels depends latgcl{ on the number and sizé of
ostels available in each area, only limited, conclusions can e drawn from these figures
Some conclusions: e ;i .7 Cunpiin p R B TR R S D e
“Y(a) Scenic beauty is the greatest attraction.” The Bordet hostols, casily’ reached
" from Edinburgh, acéounted in 1943 for 21,429 over-nights ;, the Loch Tay=Glen Clova
area, although far {rom largo centres of population, accounted for 18,470, !
~{b)- Weather and rainfall have no influence compared with scenic attractions. .

(¢} .Scenic attractions, where combined with accessibility from large toivns, draw the:

.greatest numbers, e.g. Loch Lomond—Trossachs area and Argyll Forest Park. =

_..(d) The Cairngorms rank sufprisingly low in order of popularity. * They are too far
. for week-ends, and do not have the variety of scenery provided in the. Loch Maree,
oo, Brenr p L L NavE . - - ided. v ‘

R TR

rea of effective forest desired in Great Britain'
Available from existing woodlands . ..0 "7 .

e bemg uhéultiéatcd land reqinircd'io transfer ta timber gfciwin

It cannot. be said with certainty what part of this balance will require to be found
Scotland, but a comparison may be made with the period 1919-38. .In this period (a
roughly 40 per cent. of the plantable land acquiréd by the Forestry Commission. was in:
Scotland and (h) in Scotland tho area of plantable land was roughly. 50 per cent, of the
total arca acquired. - If it he assumed that the Scottish share will not be less in tlie post- &
war periexd, then the new plantable land fequired in Scotland will he at Icast—-:_" Al

T T R e L i S g e e T LU Acres
40 per cont. of 3,000,000 €Cres .o v i e T e *1,200,000
With this there might be assaciated an equal area of unplantahle land = . 31,200,000

ERRi A HA Total M 2,400,000
i Total e




"I‘otnl Pi«:;;nutuaﬂy indepemdent -se by Fores'cry Commiwon And for N;ﬂonal
i X uh A

‘n\m is therefom mple lnd lvnﬂahlo in Sqntland for indog:fene openﬁonl
‘Forestry Commission and a National Park Auathority as con ted

:The Committes visualise, however, that part of tho lan

'might be w:thin tha Nationu Park. areas (pangrap
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To be pumhm&direoﬁy from H.M. sutlnnery Officé at the following iddnuu
‘13 Castle Street, inburgh.ﬂ York House, Kinmjy Londan, W.09;

92:-18t. Andrew”




