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SCOTTISH CHARITIES PETITION PARLIAMENT FOR MORE NATIONAL PARKS
Two Scottish charities, the Scottish Campaign for National Parks (SCNP) and The
Association for the Protection of Rural Scotland (APRS), have submitted a Petition to the
Scottish Parliament, calling on it to urge the Scottish Government to prepare and
implement a strategy to designate more National Parks in Scotland, including at least one
Coastal and Marine National Park.

The Petition is open for signature until 13 March on the Scottish Parliament's website at:
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/GettingInvolved/Petitions/nationalparks

John Mayhew, Director of APRS, said:
"Scotland’s landscapes rank amongst the best in the world, but we only have two National
Parks, the highest national accolade which can be given to any place. Scotland’s first two
National Parks have achieved a great deal in their first decade, and they inspire pride and
passion amongst local people and visitors. There are other outstanding landscapes in
Scotland worthy of National Park designation, and local and national public support for
this."

"More National Parks would generate many environmental, social and economic benefits.
They would bring additional resources, strengthen Scotland’s international standing for
environmental protection and support our crucial tourism industry. It is now time for the
Scottish Government to prepare a strategy to designate more of Scotland’s land, coast
and sea as National Parks."

Ross Anderson, Chairman of SCNP, said:

"We have not taken this step lightly. The Scottish Parliament rightly asks people not to
submit a Petition until they have taken substantial action to resolve their issues of concern.
This certainly applies in our case, as we have:


Met every Environment Minister since 2004 to call for more National Parks



Published a major report, Unfinished Business (2013), which sets out the case for a
National Parks Strategy for Scotland and identifies seven suitable areas



Engaged with many other national organisations and local communities



Met MSPs for areas we propose as National Parks



Published articles in monthly or quarterly magazines and newsletters"

"We urge everyone who treasures Scotland's landscapes to sign our Petition."
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1.

For more information please contact John Mayhew on 07787 195690, 0131 225 7012
or scnp-aprs@btconnect.com

2.

SCNP promotes the protection, enhancement and enjoyment of National Parks,
potential National Parks and other nationally outstanding areas worthy of special
protection. SCNP is a registered Scottish charity, No SC031008. www.scnp.org.uk

3.

APRS promotes the care of all of Scotland’s rural landscapes. APRS is a registered
Scottish charity, No SC016139. www.ruralscotland.btck.co.uk

4.

The Unfinished Business report calls for more National Parks to be established
covering Ben Nevis/Glen Coe/Black Mount; a coastal Marine National Park, centred
around Mull; The Cheviots; Galloway; Glen Affric; Harris; and Wester Ross

5.

Copies of Unfinished Business are available from John Mayhew – see contact details
above. It can also be read on the SCNP website or the APRS website.

